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Site 202
Site 202 consists of 133 structures tightly concentrated in an area that encompasses ca.
21,500m2. The site spreads 150m west from the edge of a high alluvial terrace that overlooks the
current course of the Rio Chamelecon; that water course is about the same distance to the east. Site
202’s largest buildings (Strs. 202-1, -2, -5, and -13) measure 1.9-3m high and are arranged orthogonally
around a plaza that encompasses 416m2 and which is located in the northeast quadrant of the center.
Other plazas can be discerned within the settlement though the close spacing of the edifices here makes
recognizing patio-focused groups difficult. It may well be that, as was the case in the North Cluster at
the Naco valley center of La Sierra, new forms of social organization instantiated through novel
architectural arrangements were emerging in densely nucleated settlements in the two basins during
the Late (AD 600-800) and Terminal Classic (AD 800-1000).
Investigations at Las Canoas were conducted during the 2000, 2002, 2004, and 2008 field
seasons, a total of about 14 months being devoted to research here. The 2000 and 2002 studies were
directed by Miranda Stockett and are reported in her dissertation (2005a) and in subsequent articles
(2005b, 2007, 2010). No attempt here is made to reproduce Stockett’s work at Las Canoas and the
reader is referred to these sources for information on her important investigations. Rather, the material
discussed in this report was uncovered during the 2004 and 2008 field seasons that built on Stockett’s
earlier studies. It was during those two years that Strs. 202-2, -3, -4A, -4B, -6, -7, -8, -9, -10, -11, -12, -15,
-18, -22, -23A, -23B, -25, -29, -30, -43, -46, -47, -48, -53, -56, -57, -59, -60, -61, -64, -66, -66B, -67, -70, 71, -78, -80, -81, -95, -106, -110, -114, -116, -119, -120, -122, -133, 202-Sub2, were dug, 2,255m2 being
cleared in the course of these studies. Site PVN 202 came in for special attention in part because it was
threatened by inundation under an artificial lake that would form behind the dam planned for
construction downstream. This hydroelectric project had been in various stages of planning since the
1970s and work on it seemed imminent in the early 2000s. Consequently, we chose to expend
considerable time and energy on the center’s study, a decision further prompted by the recovery of
evidence for large-scale pottery production at the settlement spanning much of the Classic period (AD
400-1000).
Structure 202-2
Structure 202-2 is a sizable platform that closes off the south side of Las Canoas’ principal plaza.
It is joined by construction to Str. 202-1 to the northwest and is 25.5m south and across the plaza from
Str. 202-5. Structure 202-13 is 5m to the northeast. Structure 202-6 is a meter west of Str. 202-2, the
buildings being linked by a sizable platform that also ties them to Str. 202-1 on the north. The ground
above which Str. 202-2-1st was raised is more-or-less even. Digging here under the direction of L. Britain
and R. Laughner from February 2 through April 1, 2004 within Subop. 202 202DO, DP, EC, ED, EJ, EP, and
ER uncovered 112m2. Excavations reached maximum depths of 1.2m and 0.66m below modern ground
surface beyond and within architecture, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the
course of this work.
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.2, 4-5

-

Dates

2

Str. 202-2-1st

U.1-16, 18-21, 23, 39

-

3

Str. 202-2-1st

U.17, 22, 24-26 28-33

F.2

4

Str. 202-2-1st

U.27, 34-38

S.2, 3

-

5

-

-

S.1

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity recognized in the vicinity of Str. 202-2-1st was the deposition of at least 0.1m
of a fine-textured, hard-compacted, light brown clay that contains a few small white rock inclusions
along with some artifacts (S.5; the layer’s base was not encountered). Stratum 5 was traced for 3.5m
south of Str. 202-2-1st over which distance it rose 0.05m south-to-north. A very similar soil (S.4) covers
S.5 by 0.08-0.16m and ascends 0.07m over the 1.84m it was revealed south of TS.2 construction. What
distinguishes S.4 and 5 is the former’s slightly coarser texture. No trace of these soil levels was found
north of Str. 202-2-1st. The earliest activity recorded here is the laying down of at least 0.19m of a
moderately fine-textured, moderately hard-compacted brown clay (S.2) that contains a few small
(0.01m or less in diameter) rocks. Stratum 2’s base was not identified in our excavations though the
layer did yield artifacts. This stratum rose 0.05m over the 0.85m it was exposed running south-to-north.
The accumulation of S.2 resumed during TS.4, suggesting that the construction of Str. 202-2-1st might
have interrupted what would otherwise have been the continuous deposition of this soil.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-2-1st was, at this time, a stone-faced platform that stood 1.9m tall, covered 8.1m
by 11.6m, and was aligned ca. 2 degrees. It is bordered by vertical basal facings on the west (U.9), south
(U.2), and east (U.8). On the north the platform is ascended by two terraces (U.10 and 11) that climb
southward in increments of 0.3m and 0.8m, bottom-to-top, terminating at U.12, the summit’s north
foundation. The latter rises 0.36m above U.11’s tread. Units 10 and 11 are 0.74m and 1.56m wide,
respectively. The fill backing U.11 (U.39) consists of a dense packing of small to medium-size stones that
are set in a moderately fine-textured, hard-compacted, brown soil. Neither U.11 nor U.12 was wellpreserved, their heights and widths being estimates based on the scant surviving evidence.
The summit was apparently accessed from the south where the building is fronted by a 0.4m-tall
outset (U.1) that projects 1.6m south from the platform’s south basal facing (U.2). Unit 1 is 4.45m wide
east-west and intersects Str. 202-2-1st at points 2.2m east of the building’s southwest corner and 1.5m
west of the southeast corner. Rising 0.42m above U.1’s tread is a 2.6m-wide (east-west) stone step-up
(U.15) that extends 0.64m south of U.2. The latter facing seems to have been completely buried by U.15
though it was still visible east and west of this riser where it likely projected 0.45m above U.1’s upper
surface. Unit 15 is set directly in front of, and leads into, Room 1. The latter is the central of three
earthen-floored compartments that are set in an east-west line on Str. 202-2-1st’s south side. Room 1

encompasses 2.5m east-west by 3.1m north-south and contains three steps (U.5-7) that ascend from
south-to-north in increments of 0.22m, 0.2m, and 0.14m from bottom to top. These risers are 0.73m,
0.78m, and 1.31m wide, the broadest example being U.7, the uppermost step. Room 1 terminates on
the north in a 0.16m-tall step-up to the summit (U.13). Unit 13 was traced for 0.28m below U.7’s tread
and it likely served as an anchor onto which the highest risers were appended. Room 1’s west and east
sides are bordered by walls (U.3 and 4) that are 0.14-0.37m tall. Unit 3 on the west is 0.35m wide while
its eastern counterpart (U.4) measures 1.2m across. The latter is sufficiently broad that, with a length of
3m north-south, it might have doubled as a bench facing into Room 3 on the east. The latter enclosure
covers 1.55m east-west by an estimated 3.5m north south (its northern limit was not found). Room 2,
which flanks Room 1 on the west, encompasses 2.4m by 3.45m and lacks built-in furniture. Rooms 1-3
may have been open on the south where they look out over U.2.
The southern stairs lead to the summit which is divided among two known compartments
(Rooms 4 and 5) by a 0.4m-high by 0.43m-wide stone foundation (U.16) that runs the full exposed eastwest width of the superstructure (the eastern third of the summit was not cleared). Room 4 on the
south measures 1.96m north-south by 4.35m east-west. It is bordered by a 0.55m-tall footing on the
east (U.23) and a 0.5m-high by 0.54m-wide wall (U.18) on the west; at this point, the compartment was
apparently open on the south. A 0.22m-tall, L-shaped stone-faced bench (U.14) takes up much of Room
4’s west side. This construction projects 1.4m south from the U.16 cross-wall and extends 1.6m east
from U.18. A 0.5m-wide (north-south) segment of U.14 extends 1.2m east from U.14’s southeast
corner. Room 5, north of U.16, encompasses 1.73m north-south by at least 4.5m east-west (its east
edge was not identified). The enclosure is bordered on the west by a 0.2m-high by 0.4m-wide
foundation (U.19) that extends 1m north from U.16’s west end. Unit 12, 0.2m high where it looks south
into Room 5, borders that enclosure and the superstructure on the north.
At a distance of 0.35-0.5m east of Str. 202-2-1st’s western basal facing (U.9) a wall that is 0.35m
tall and wide (U.20) runs for 1.6m north-south roughly paralleling U.9. Unit 20 steps out 0.15m to the
west at a point 1m north of its southern terminus. On the north U.20 intersects U.21, a 0.45m-high by
0.4m-wide wall that was traced for 0.5m to the west when excavations ceased. It appears that U.20
continued west over and running past U.9. Most likely these constructions define the east and north
sides of a room that was erected atop the construction that links Str. 202-2-1st to Str. 202-6 on the west.
The east-west dimensions of this compartment were not determined though it was apparently open on
the south.
Structure 202-2-1st was, at the end of TS.2, a sizable platform ascended on the south by a stonefaced outset above which rose four steps to the summit. The superstructure consists of five rooms.
Rooms 1-3 are set in an east-west line on the building’s south side, the central compartment (Room 1;
7.8m2) containing the three uppermost risers in the staircase and thus serving as a means of accessing
the northern portion of the summit. The two flanking enclosures (Rooms 2, 8.3m2, and 3, 5.4m2) are
open on the south and their earthen floors are about 0.5m below the surface of the northern rooms.
The only built-in furniture identified in the southern compartments, apart from the steps, is a 0.3m-high
by 1.2m-wide by 3m-long bench that occupies the west side of the eastern enclosure (Room 3). Room 4
overlooks the southern steps and covers 8.5m2. A 0.22m-tall, stone-faced, L-shaped bench fills much of
the compartment’s western half, encompassing 2.8m2. Room 5 lies immediately north of Room 4,

measures at least 7.8m2, and lacks built-in furniture. Another compartment might have been built
immediately west of Rooms 4 and 5 atop construction linking Str. 202-2-1st to Str. 202-6. Architectural
units raised now were fashioned primarily of river cobbles, the flatter aspects of which were directed
outwards. Faced blocks, seemingly of tuff, were noted in U.13, 14, 15, and 18 while angular rocks are
mixed with the rounded in cobbles in many of the walls. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 3
During this interval, Str. 202-2-1st’s basic form and orientation remained unchanged. The
southern outset (U.1) was replaced by a 0.61m-tall construction (U.28) that overrode U.1 and now
extended for the platform’s full east-west width. Units 8 and 9, the edifice’s east and west basal facings,
were extended 1.6m south to join up with the addition. The earlier southern basal wall (U.2) continued
to project about 0.25m above the top of the earthen surface backing U.28. A 0.27m-tall terrace (U.22)
now extends 1.63 south of U.28. This construction runs for 5.5m east-west over which distance it
parallels U.28. Unit 22 contains a fill composed of tightly packed small to medium-size rocks that are
embedded in a fine-textured, hard-compacted, brown soil (U.24). No trace was fund of the east and
west facings that might have run back north from U.22 to link the latter to U.28 and thereby contain the
U.24 fill. If such constructions existed, the U.22 terrace would have intersected U.28 at 0.5m east and
2m west of the latter’s southwest and southeast corners, respectively. A level of burnt earth (F.2) was
recorded extending 0.6m from the inner (northern) face of U.22 at a level equivalent to the top of that
construction. Whether F.2 resulted from the intentional burning the terrace’s surface or was a
consequence of an accidental, if intense, conflagration is unclear.
Within Room 2, the western compartment in the southern east-west line, a 0.3m-high by 0.25mwide wall (U.25) now extends 1.4m west from the enclosure’s east wall (U.3). Unit 25 intersects U.3 at a
point 1.3m south from Room 2’s northeast interior corner. One result of U.25’s construction is the
division Room 2 into two distinct spaces, one measuring 1.2x2.4m north of the wall and the other
encompassing 2x2.4m south of it. The 1m-wide gap between U.25 and Room 2’s western wall would
have provided for passage between these two areas. In Room 3, the eastern compartment in the triad,
a comparable wall (U.26) spans the enclosure’s full east-west width (1.55m). The erection of U.26
divided Room 3 into two spaces, one covering 1.55x2.4m on the north and other measuring 1.1x1.55m
on the south.
The remaining renovations were made to the northern summit (Rooms 4 and 5). A 0.2m-high by
0.3m-wide addition (U.17) was now built atop the summit step-up (U.13). Unit 17 is 1.4m long-eastwest and is 0.7m west of U.29. This gap directly overlooks the southern steps and might have been the
doorway through which Rooms 4 and 5 were reached. In fact, U.17 might have been introduced to
narrow that passage from the previous more expansive entry provided by the, minimally, 1.5m between
the U.14 bench on the west and the estimated location of Room 4’s east wall (that wall was not
identified). Unit 29, as noted, borders the putative southern door on the east. It stands 0.28m tall,
measures 0.4m across, and runs 0.9m north from the U.13 step-up at which point it corners with U.30.
That wall is 0.28m tall, 0.35m wide, and was followed for 1m to the east before excavations ceased.
Almost certainly U.29 was built in part to define the east side of Room 4’s southern door. What other
purposes U.29 and 30 served are unknown. Unit 31, a 0.1m-high by 0.15m-wide wall, projects 1m west

from its abutment with Room 4’s east wall (U.23). The former construction lies 0.15m north of U.30 and
runs parallel to the latter and to Room 4’s north foundation (U.16), 0.4m to the north. Unit 31 stops at a
point even with the U.29/30 corner and so would not have obstructed the southern portal. Why this
low, narrow wall was raised is unclear.
A 0.15m-tall stone-faced, L-shaped bench (U.33) was built against the west side of Room 5. The
main body of U.33 measures 0.65m north-south by 1.7m east-west. A projection covering 0.85m eastwest extends 0.35m north from the bench’s west end, encountering Room 5’s north wall (U.12), filling
the compartment’s northwest interior corner. A 0.1m-tall by 0.2m-wide wall (U.32) now spans the
0.65m between U.16 and 33. This wall, together with U.33, create a new enclosure (Room 6) that lies
immediately west of Room 5. Room 6 is bordered by U.19 on the west, U.12 on the north, and
encompasses 1x1.5m. A gap of ca. 0.5m between the north end of U.19 and U.12 might have provided
passage between Room 6 and the elevated construction that connected Str. 202-2-1st to Strs. 202-6 on
the west and 202-1 on the north.
By the end of TS.3, Str. 202-2-1st had been expanded 1.63m to the south, the platform now
encompassing 13.23m north-south; its east-west width remained the same. The southern outset was
raised 0.21m and expanded east and west so that it now ran the full width of Str. 202-2-1st’s south flank.
The three southern rooms were still in the use during this interval, the central enclosure (Room 1)
continuing to provide access to the northern summit via the three steps located within it. Rooms 2 and
3 on the west and east of Room 1 were each now divided into northern and southern compartments
through the construction of low walls that cut across them running east-west. In Room 2 on the west
the northern sector covers 2.9m2 and the southern 4.8m2; a 1m-wide door provided passage between
these areas. The northern part of Room 3 on the east measures 3.7m2 while its southern counterpart
encompasses 1.7m2. The U.4 bench still seems to have run the north-south length of Room 3. The
southern door leading to Room 4, the southernmost enclosure on the northern summit, was narrowed
to 0.7m across. Otherwise Room 4 appears to have been left largely untouched. A 0.15m-tall, L-shaped
bench (U.33) was erected in Room 5 on the north. This construction is set against the compartment’s
newly established west side and its main body measures 0.65m north-south by 1.7m east-west. The
bench’s shorter segment covers 0.85m east-west and extends 0.35m north from U.33’s west end to
intersect with Room 5’s north wall (U.12). Room 6 was carved out of what had been Room 5’s west side
during TS.2. This enclosure covers 1.5m2. A 0.5m-wide gap in the compartment’s northwest corner
might have provided passage westward from Str. 202-2-1st’s superstructure to the elevated construction
that linked the platform with Strs. 202-6 and 202-1 to the west and north. The architecture raised now
was largely built of cobbles set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being directed outwards. Faced
blocks were recorded among these river-rounded stones in U.17, 22, and 28.
Time Span 4
This interval appears to have extended over a protracted period during which efforts devoted to
expanding Str. 202-2-1st on the north and east were begun, given up, and the now largely abandoned
building was encroached upon by later squatters. The alleged northern and eastern additions took the
form of 0.4m-high stone facings (U.35 and 36) that run for 7.5m east-west (U.35) and at least 6.5m
north-south (U.36). Unit 35, the northern facing, corners with U.34 to make the platform’s northwest

corner (U.34 was followed for 1.5m south at which point excavations here ceased). The former
construction does not describe a straight east-west course. Rather, U.35 steps back (south) for 0.5m at
a point 5m east of the aforementioned northwest corner. Units 34-36 were poorly preserved; it
appeared as though they were either casually built or never finished. They are backed by a jumbled
collection of cobbles. It was unclear in the field whether U.34-35 and their backing stones were: a
poorly built late addition; an annex that had simply suffered more than other constructions from postabandonment deterioration; or a deposit of stones intended to cover Str. 202-2-1st’s north and part of
its east and west flanks where these could be seen from the plaza. We favor the last interpretation,
U.34-36 being the perimeter of a sizable cobble deposit. The reason for this choice is simply that it is
hard to account for the jumbled state of these units solely in terms of the differential effects of erosion
or poor construction techniques. Associated with U.34-36 is a 0.19-0.24m-thick deposit of moderately
fine-textured, moderately hard-compacted, brown soil (S.3) that contains numerous artifacts, mostly in
the form of pottery fragments. Stratum 3 was traced for 2.9m north of U.35, the density of cultural
material showing no signs of declining over this distance. It may be that S.3 was a fill unit introduced to
seal the main plaza’s surface at a time roughly contemporary with the deposition of the U.34-36
cobbles.
On the south, a low wall (U.27) measuring 0.3m across projects west from its abutment with
U.9, the platform’s western basal facing. Unit 27 joins U.9 at a point 1.55m north of that wall’s corner
with U.28. Most likely, U.27 was part of a surface-level building that was raised against the edifice’s
west side late in Str. 202-2-1st’s use-life. Units 37 and 38, in turn are stone constructions that ride atop
(U.37) and lie immediately southwest (U.38) of U.22, Str. 202-2-1st’s southern terrace. The former is a
wall measuring 0.17m high by 0.32m wide that was found resting atop and extending off the east side of
U.22. Unit 37 is at least 1.25m long (its west end was not found) over which distance it was oriented
approximately 100 degrees. Unit 38, 0.3m southwest of U.22’s southwest corner, is 0.1m high by 0.12m
wide, and was exposed for 0.65m at an orientation of 125 degrees. Most likely these walls are parts of
foundations that bordered rooms raised on a ground surface that formed after U.22 had been largely
covered by the deposition of a fine-textured, hard-compacted, brown clay (S.2).
All constructions raised now were made almost exclusively of river-worn stones that are set in a
brown soil matrix. Some angular rocks were mixed with the cobbles in U.34-36. There is no evidence
that these rocks were chosen for their flat faces or that, when present, these aspects were directed
outwards.
Time Span 5
Following TS.4, most construction along with S.2 and 3 were covered by as much as 0.2m of a
fine-textured, hard-compacted, dark brown humus horizon (S.1) Embedded in S.1 is a dense to
moderately dense concentration of rocks that fell from final-phase architecture (F.1).
Structure 202-3
Structure 202-3 is a sizable platform located 2m west of Str. 202-1 and 3.5m northwest of Str.
202-6. When mapped, Str. 202-3 and 202-1 were recorded as being linked by construction. Excavations

failed to reveal any such formal connection. Instead, large amounts of fallen stones were found in the
narrow gap between these two large platforms. It was most likely this debris that appeared on the
surface to signal a connection between the edifices. The terrain above which Str. 202-3-1st was built is
essentially flat, ancient ground level ascending 0.12m over 10.3m from south-to-north. Excavations
within Subop. 202 DM, DN, DR, EQ, ES, ET, EU, EV, and FC cleared 92m2, digging being pursued to
maximum depths of 0.8m and 1.01m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture,
respectively. One major building phase was identified in the course of this work that was directed by N,
Swayne and A. Matlack from February 3 through April 7, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

Str. 202-3-1st

U.1-19, 24

-

-

2

Str. 202-3-1st

U.20-23

--

F.2

3

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
During this interlude Str. 202-3-1st was a platform that is bounded on all sides by stone facings
(U.1-5) that are 1.4m tall (estimated based on the most fully exposed facings, U.1 and 4 on the south
and north, respectively). The building’s west flank does not define a continuous straight line. Unit 2
runs 3.75m north from its corner with the southern facing (U.1) before stepping back (east) for 0.8m.
Unit 3 then continues north for 5.1m to its intersection with the north basal wall, U.4). The situation on
the east is unclear due to that wall’s poor state of preservation when excavated and the large amount of
architectural debris that had accumulated on this side from the deterioration of Str. 202-3-1st and
neighboring Str. 202-1-1st. Consequently, only the southernmost 2.5m of this facing (U.5) was
uncovered and we do not know if this flank had the same indention as that noted on the west. The fill
contained by these facings consists of at least two superimposed layers. The lower of the two that was
exposed is a hard-compacted, light tan clay that contains numerous small white flecks (U.10). Unit 10 is
at least 0.26m thick (its base was not encountered). Overlying U.10 by 0.12-0.36m of a very similar soil
(U.11) that is distinguished from U.10 by its slightly darker brown hue and greater concentration of
small, angular rocks.
Fronting U.1 on the south are two terraces. Unit 6, the basal riser, stands 0.12m tall and
measures 0.55m across. Unit 7 ascends 0.33m above U.6’s tread and extends north for 1.01m where it
intersects U.1. The latter projects an estimated 0.97m above U.7. Units 6 and 7 terminate on the east
in U.24, a wall that runs back (north) for 1.1m. At this point U.24 jogs east for 0.6m before continuing
for 0.4m to intersect U.1 at its corner with U.5. How U.6 and 7 articulate with U.1 on the west was not
determined.

The summit is dominated by a 0.59m-tall (on the south) to 0.4m-high (on the north), stonefaced and –surfaced bench (U.8). Unit 8 measures 2.38m north-south by 3.5m east-west. South of U.8
is an earthen-floored compartment (Room 1) that encompasses 1.9m north-south by 6.4m and is
bounded on all sides save the north by the tops of the platform’s basal walls (U.1, 2, and 5). No built-in
furniture was recorded in this space. North of U.8 is Room 2, another earthen-floored enclosure, this
one covering 2.51m north-south by 4.6m east-west. The boundaries of that compartment are formed
by the interior faces of U.3 and 4 (the platform’s west and north basal facings), U.8 on the south, and
U.9 on the east. The latter is a 0.28m-high by 0.6m-wide wall that runs the north-south length of Room
2’s east side. The inferred level of Room 2’s floor is 0.19m higher than is that of Room 1. Unit 8 is
fronted on the north side by a stone pavement (U.12) that projects 0.2-0.35m north of the bench and
runs along a slightly irregular line for 3.15m. Unit 12 intersects U.8 at a point 0.3m west of the bench’s
northeast corner and ends roughly the same distance west of its northwest corner (the western portion
of the pavement was not well preserved). A 0.15m-tall block of stones (U.13) extends 1.2m north of
U.12 near the center of U.8.’s north side. Unit 13 measures 0.6m across. Lying 0.35m east of U.13 is a
0.1m-tall, 0.14m-wide wall (U.15) that runs for 1.75m north-south. Unit 15 intersects the south face of
U.4 at a point 2.8m east of Room 2’s northwest interior corner. A scant 0.2-0.35m east of U.15 is
another low (0.1m), narrow (0.14m) wall (U.14). Unit 14 runs roughly parallel to U.15 for 1.5m, stopping
0.2m shy (south) of U.4. On the western edge of Room 2, a 0.25m-high by 0.2-0.3m-wide wall (U.17)
was identified running 1.4m north-south. A 0.15m-tall by 0.7m-wide construction (U.16) projects 1.2m
east from U.17’s north end, terminating 0.3m west of U.13’s northwest corner. It may be that U.16 and
17 together comprised an ‘L-shaped’ shelf the elements of which vary in height, length, and width.
Two small cubicles border U.8 on the west and east. The western example (Room 3) is delimited
by U.3 and 8 on the west and east and U.18 on the south. Unit 18 is a 0.32m-high, 0.5m-wide wall that
runs the 0.65m between U.3 and 8. Room 3 is open on the north and encompasses 0.85x1.25m. On the
east, the enclosure (Room 4) covers 0.55x0.85m, is bordered by U.8 and 5 on the west and east and
U.25 on the south. The latter is an eastward extension of U.8 that stands about 0.4m tall. The north
margin of the enclosure is bordered by a 0.1m-tall stone construction (U.19) that measures 0.3x0.4m.
Only 0.15m and 0.2m separate U.19 from U.8 on the west and U.9 on the east. Insofar as U.19 posed an
obstacle to entering Room 4 it would have effectively blocked passage into the cubicle from Room 2 on
the north. Unit 19 might, however, have allowed for the passage of air from that direction and probably
could have been reached from the U.8 bench.
By the conclusion of TS.1, Str. 202-3-1st was a stone-faced, earth-and-stone-filled platform that
rose to a height of 2.01m on the south and 1.8m on the north, measured 10.4m north-south by 7.4-8.2m
east-west, and was aligned ca. 355 degrees. In general Str. 202-3-1st’s basal walls rise directly to the
summit and are not fronted by other constructions. The situation on the south is different. Here two
stone-faced terraces measuring 0.55m and 1.01m across rise in increments of 0.12m and 0.33m from
south-to-north towards the southern basal facing. The latter still projects 0.97m above the tread of the
second ascending riser. The superstructure is divided into two rooms that are set in a north-south line
and divided by a 0.4-0.59m-high stone-faced bench. The latter measures 2.38m north-south by 3.5m
east-west. Earthen-floored Room 1, south of the bench, encompasses 12.2m2 and contains no built-in
furniture. Room 2 north of the bench covers 11.6m2, its earthen-floored interior supporting several
stone constructions. One of these is a stone pavement measuring 0.2-0.35m across that fronts all but

the easternmost 0.3m of the bench and continues for 0.3m beyond (west) of the bench’s northwest
corner. A 0.15m-high stone-faced shelf projects 1.2m north of that surface near the middle of the
bench. This entity encompasses 0.6m across east-west. What may have been another shelf, this one ‘Lshaped, is built against Room 2’s west wall. This construction is 0.15-0.25m tall, its north-south-running
‘leg’ covering 1.4m and measuring 0.2-0.3m across. The ‘base’ projects 1.2m east from the ‘base’s’
northern terminus and is 0.7m wide. The distance between these two shelves at their closest point is
0.3m. In the eastern half of Room 2 are two 0.1m-tall by 0.14m-wide walls that are 1.75m and 1.5m
long north-south and are 0.2-0.35m apart. The behavioral significance of these stone lines is uncertain;
possibly they served as stabilizers for large ceramic vessels. Two small cubicles border the central bench
on the west and east. Room 3 on the west encompasses 1.1m2 and is open on the north. Its eastern
counterpart, Room 4, measures 0.5m2 and is partially closed on the north by a 0.1m-high stone block
that covers 0.3x0.4m. Gaps of 0.15 and 0.2m on either side of this block might have helped to ventilate
Room 4’s interior but were not wide enough to serve as entryways.
All constructions raised now were made largely of river cobbles though angular stones comprise
a significant minority of the stones that were used. At least one faced block was recorded in U.12, the
pavement facing the U.8 bench on the north. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar and their flatter
faces tend to be directed outwards.
Time Span 2
Throughout this time span it appears that the overall dimensions, form, and alignment of Str.
202-3-1 remained unchanged. What modifications were visited on the building now were made in
Room 1 on the summit’s south side. A 0.1m-thick stone pavement (U.20) was appended to the south
face of the U.8 bench. Unit 20 has a ‘T-shape.’ Where it adjoins U.8, the surface is 2.5m long east-west
and extends 1.25m south of the bench. From slightly east of this section’s center, a 0.6m-wide ‘tongue’
of stones extends an additional 0.5m southward. Unit 20 intersects U.8 at a point 2.85m east of Room
1’s northwest interior corner.
st

Another stone surface (U.23) extends the full north-south width of Room 1 (1.9m) and extends
0.9m west from the enclosure’s east wall. A large (0.65x0.88m) faced block (U.21) was set into Room 1’s
floor 0.3m north of the compartment’s south wall and 0.3m west of U.20. The U.21 rock was divided
into three pieces by cracking.
Finally, a low stone-faced outset (U.22) was appended to the platform’s east basal wall (U.5) at a
point 0.35m north of Str. 202-3-1st’s southeast basal corner. Unit 22 projects 0.3m east of U.5 and was
followed for 1.25m north over which distance it ran parallel with that facing. The full north-south length
of U.22 is not known.
The architecture raised now, with the exception of U.21, was made mostly of cobbles intermixed
with a significant number of angular rocks. As noted, U.21 consists of one faced piece of masonry. All of
the rocks are set in a mud mortar.

Late in TS.2 some effort may have been made to buttress the platform’s northern basal wall
(U.4). The evidence for this is equivocal and consists of a wedge of tan soil flecked with white inclusions
in which are embedded flat-laid rocks that vary in size from pebbles to cobbles that are as much as 0.4m
long (F.2). Feature 2 reaches up to a maximum thickness of 0.57m next to U.4, pinching out 1.96m west
of that wall. What suggests that F.2 was purposefully introduced to shore up U.4 is: the horizontal
disposition of its included rocks; the observation that U.4, in the area fronted by F.2, shows signs of
leaning out to the north; above F.2 the degree of outward fall seen in U.4 is more pronounced. We
infer, therefore, that U.4 was starting to succumb to erosion’s siren call when F.2 was put in place. The
remedy apparently worked but, after abandonment, U.4’s upper courses above the top of F.2 continued
to slide off to the north.
Time Span 3
Following Str. 202-3-1st’s abandonment, at least 0.23m of a tan, white-flecked earth (S.2) was
laid down (its base was not found). Stratum 2 was recorded only north of the platform. A humus
horizon (S.1) formed to depths of as much as 0.47m. Stratum 1 is distinguished from S.2 by its darker
brown hue (a very dark gray-brown, 10YR 3/2). Embedded in S.1, especially at the S.1/2 interface, are
rocks (F.1) that fell from final-phase architecture. The density of this tumbled debris varies depending
on the part of the building one considers. Feature 1 is extremely dense off the edifice’s east flank and
somewhat lighter on the remaining sides.
Structures 202-4
Structure 202-4 is on the border of the northwest and southwest quadrants of Site PVN 202, 2m
east of, and connected by construction to, Str. 202-23, 1.5m southwest of Str. 202-3, and 23m west of
Str. 202-2, the sizable platform that closes off the south side of the principal plaza. What appeared on
the surface during mapping to be one extensive building turned out to be two edifices arranged in a
north-south line and spaced 0.5m apart. Consequently, these buildings are described separately here,
the southern example labeled Str. 202-4A and the northern one designated Str. 202-4B, each occupation
history described in terms of its distinctive sequence of units, features, and strata. The ground over
which Str. 202-4A-1st was raised ascends 0.32m across 6m from south-to-north; it is relatively flat over
6m east-west. Structure 202-4B, on the other hand was built atop what seems to have been a large pile
of dirt, the land rising 0.73m across 4.2m from north-to-south and about 0.7m over 3m from west-toeast before dropping ca. 0.5m over 3m from west-to-east. In short, Str. 202-4B seems to have been
raised atop, and spread over the north, west, and east flanks of, this earth mound. Structure 202-4A
was, in turn, set against and into that rise’s south flank. Digging within 202LU-LZ, ANE, ANF, and ANG
uncovered 126m2 in total, about 81m2 in and around Str. 202-4A and the rest at and over Str. 202-4B.
Excavations were pursued to maximum depths of 0.92m and 0.57m below modern ground surface
within and beyond construction fill, respectively. One major construction phase was identified in each
case, along with evidence of an earlier occupation submerged beneath the aforementioned earth pile.
These investigations were directed by J. Hayes from February 4-March 28, 2004.
Structure 202-4A

Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3

-

2

Str. 202-4A-1st

U.1-9, 15-18

-

-

3

Str. 202-4A-1st

U.10-14, 19-21 -

-

4

-

-

F.1

S.1-2

Dates

Time Span 1
During this interval at least 0.25m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown (7.5YR 2.5/2) soil
that contains many white flecks and artifacts was deposited (S.3; its base was not encountered). South
of Str. 202-4A-1st, S.3 rises 0.16m over 0.8m from south-to-north and forms the ancient ground surface
into which that building’s basal architecture was sunk and above which it rose on all sides save the
north.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-4A-1st was, by the end of this span, a platform that was bordered on all sides by
stone facings (U.1-5) that rise 0.43-0.79m directly to the summit. The edifice’s eastern flank does not
define a straight and continuous line as is the case on the other sides. Here U.2 runs 2.55m to the north
from Str. 202-4A-1st’s southeast corner before stepping out 1m to the east. From this point, U.3
continues the eastern line for 2.4m northward to its junction with U.4 to form the platform’s northeast
corner. This arrangement gives the entire building something of a ‘L-shape’ with the north-southrunning leg measuring 2.6m north-south by 4.3m while its base on the north covers 2.5m north-south by
5.3m. The fill (U.18) contained by U.1-5 consists of a dense packing of rocks set in a hard-compacted,
fine-textured, brown soil that is mottled with many small white flecks (cf., S.3). Located near the center
of U.1, the southern basal facing, is a 0.12m-tall step (U.6) that projects 0.15-0.2m south of U.1, and
measures 0.8m east-west. Unit 6 likely facilitated access to Str. 202-4A-1st’s summit. Another outset
(U.7) intersects the northern facing (U.4) at a point 1.3m west of the platform’s northeast corner. Unit 7
measures 0.1m tall, 0.3m north-south, 1.45m east-west, and, like U.6 on the south, was integrated
within the basal wall it fronts. A possible difference is that whereas U.1 rises an easily ascended 0.36m
above U.6, U.4 looms 0.69m above U.7. As that height would have been difficult to step up and over
directly, U.7 might not have been a step. What purposes it served are unclear.
The earthen-floored summit consists of two compartments (Rooms 1 and 2) that are set in a
north-south line. Room 1 on the south occupies the platform’s aforementioned leg and encompasses
2x2m. It was apparently open on the south overlooking the U.6 step and is bordered by U.2, the
southern component of the eastern basal wall, on the east and U.8 and 17 on the north and west. Unit

8 is a 0.22m-high by 0.62m wide wall that is fronted by two steps (U.15 and 16) on the south. The basal
riser, U.15, is 0.14m-high by 0.16m wide while U.16 rises 0.1m above U.15 and is 0.27m wide. These
risers run between U.2’s interior (western) face on the east to U.17, a 0.26m-tall by 0.25-0.45m-wide
foundation that extends 1.2m south from U.8. The variation noted in U.17’s width results from the
footing’s stepping out 0.2m to the east at a point 0.4m north of its southern terminus. It appears that
Room 1 served as a means for those entering the structure over the U.6 step to access Room 2
immediately north of U.8. The latter chamber covers 1.8x4.1m and is largely taken up by a 0.34m-high
stone-faced bench (U.9) that projects 1.24m south from U.4’s south face and measures 3.8m east-west;
its east face is coterminous with the enclosure’s eastern wall. It is possible that a cubicle lies
immediately west of U.17, framed by U.5 on the west and open to the south over U.1. This space covers
0.9x2m. Whether it was a formal room or simply open space located west of Room 1 is uncertain.
By the end of TS.2, Str. 202-4A-1st was a stone-faced, stone-filled platform that stood 0.430.79m tall , was aligned ca. 342 degrees, and had a ‘L shape.’ The figure’s ‘leg’ covers 4.3m east-west
and extends 2.6m south of the ‘base.’ The latter element measures 2.5m north-south by 5.3m,
extending 1m east from and beyond the southern ‘leg.’ A 0.12m-tall stone step fronts the edifice near
its center on the south. This riser projects 0.15-0.2m south of the platform and measures 0.8m eastwest. A 0.1m-tall outset projects 0.3m north of Str. 202-4A-1st’s north side. This construction measures
1.45m east-west and joins the building at a point 1.3m west of its northeast corner. Given its low height
and the 0.69m of the north facing that rises above it, the north outset unlikely functioned as a step. The
summit supports two earthen-floored enclosures that are set in a north-south line. Room 1 on the
south covers 4m2, is open on the south where it overlooks the aforementioned step, and contains two
risers that ascend in increments of 0.14m and 0.1m from south to north. A compartment or possible
open area covering 1.8m2 borders Room 1 on the west. Room 2 backs Room 1 on the north and
encompasses 7.4m2 most of that space being taken up by a 0.34m-high stone-faced bench that
measures 1.24m north-south by 3.8m east-west. This bench looks south over the Room 1 steps.
All architecture raised now was made primarily using cobbles with a few faced stones mixed
among the river worn stones in U.2, 8, 9, and 17. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter
aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 3
During this interval Str. 202-4A-1st retained its basic form and orientation. The southern step
(U.6) was now enveloped within a much larger outset (U.10). Unit 10 stands 0.25m tall, extends 0.550.9m south of U.1, the southern basal wall, and measures 2.5m east-west. The outset fully covers U.6
and intersects the platform at a point 1.4m east of the edifice’s southwest corner. The discrepancy in
U.10’s width results from its divergent orientation vis a vis Str. 202-4A-1st; ca. 82 degrees for U.10 and 74
degrees for the platform. Set against the southwest corner of U.10 is a faced stone block (U.11)
measuring 0.39x0.48m and standing 0.12m tall. Unit 11 is distinguished from other construction
material by the bowl-shaped depression that is found on its upper surface. It may be that U.11 served
as the base for a wooden post that extended some form of shelter over U.10. If this had been the case
we would have expected to find a comparable support off U.10’s southeast corner. No such stone was
found here.

Also during this interlude, U.1 was extended 1.3m to the east at which point it corners with
U.13, a 0.14m-tall wall that was traced for 3.4m to the north at which point investigations ceased. This
construction likely formed a 0.7-1.5m-wide, earthen-floored terrace that may have originally run the full
north-south length of the building’s east side. Units 2 and 3, the platform’s eastern basal facings,
continued to rise about 0.3m above U.13’s tread. Unit 13 does not run straight north-south over its
exposed extent. Instead, it bows out 0.5m over an area encompassing 1.15m north-south (along this
convex figure’s base). This bulge was apparently part of the original construction. A 0.19m-tall stonefaced bench (U.12) extends 1.55m north from U.1 and projects 0.6m east from U.2 which it abuts. If, as
seems probable, the U.13 terrace was open on the east and south, it may be that U.12 provided a place
for sitting under the shelter of the superstructure’s eaves. A 0.15m-high by 0.36m wide wall (U.14)
abuts the newly added eastern terrace at the latter’s southeast corner and continues for, minimally,
0.8m to the east at an orientation of approximately 84 degrees (its east end was not revealed). Most
likely U.14 is a foundation from a surface-level construction that was appended to Str. 202-4A-1st’s east
side late in TS.3.
Two constructions (U.19 and 20) that stand 0.31m (U.19 on the south) and 0.7m tall (U.20 on
the north) were now built against U.5, Str. 202-4A-1st’s west basal wall. The bases of these walls are
within 0.1m of each other but U.20 on the north rises much higher than its southern counterpart. The
significance of this difference is unclear and may result from differential degrees of preservation. Unit
19 and 20 abut U.5, are 1m apart, and may well have defined the north and south flanks of a 2.5m-wide
construction that linked Str. 202-4A-1st with Str. 202-23A-1st, 2m to the west. We traced U.19 and 20 for
1m to the west but did not substantiate that they reached the second of these edifices.
A 0.32m-high by 0.53m-wide wall (U.21) now extends 4.4m north from Str. 202-4A-1st’s
northwest corner. This free-standing construction may have supported a perishable upper wall that
shielded Str. 202-4B-1st, 0.85m to the east, from view on the west. The large numbers of ceramics found
in U.21’s immediate vicinity may also point, as Hayes suggests, to its use as a support for pottery vessels.
As TS.3 drew to a close Str.202-4A-1st was now fronted on the east by a 0.14m-high by 0.7-1.5mwide earthen-floored terrace above which the platform’s eastern basal walls still rose 0.3m. This
addition is marked a bulge in its east facing that projects 0.5m to the east and measures 1.15m northsouth at its base. A 0.19m-tall stone-faced shelf was built against U.2, the southern segment of the
platform’s eastern basal facing, and atop the eastern terrace in its southwest corner. This construction
measures 1.55m north-south by 0.6m. A surface-level building was apparently raised against the
terrace’s east side late in this interval. On the south the step that was in use during TS.2 was covered by
a larger riser that is 0.25m tall, 0.55-0.9m wide north-south, by 2.5m east-west. A faced block was set
off the step’s southwest corner and contained a bowl-shaped depression on its summit that might have
supported a wooden post. No comparable stone was paired with this distinctive block on the step’s
southeast corner. It may well have been at this time that Strs. 202-4A-1st and 202-23-1st, 2m to the
west, were joined by a construction that measured 2.5m north-south and stood as much as 0.7m high.
A 0.32m-tall by 0.53m-wide wall that extends 4.4m north of Str.202-4A-1st’s northwest corner might
have served as a baffle, blocking the view from the west of Str. 202-4B-1st which is 0.85m to the east. It
may also have functioned as a support for ceramic containers resting against this vertical face.

The architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of river cobbles. The major exception is
the U.10 southern step which is fronted by faced blocks, most seemingly of tuff. As noted, the U.11
stone is a piece of masonry. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed
outwards.
Time Span 4
After Str. 202-4A-1st was abandoned, 0.06m to at least 0.16m of a brown soil (S.2) was laid down
(its base was not fully exposed in places). Atop S.2, 0.1-0.15m of a dark brown humus horizon (S.1)
formed during this interval. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1)
that likely fell from final-phase construction.
Structure 202-4B
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

1

-

-

S.4-5

2

Str. 202-4-Sub1

U.1-2

-

F.2-3

3

-

U.20

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-4B-1st

U.3-4, 6-8, 18

-

-

5

Str. 202-4B-1st

U.5, 9-12,
14-17, 19

-

F.4

6

Str. 202-4-Sub2

U.13, 18, 21

-

-

7

-

-

S. 1-2

F.1

Features

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the environs of Str. 202-4B is the deposition of at least 0.15m
of a soft-compacted, fine-textured, light tan soil that contains a moderately dense concentration of
small (0.01m or less in length) pebbles (S.5; its base was not encountered). Stratum 5 was, in turn
covered by 0.12-0.16m of very hard-compacted, fine-textured tan soil that contains no rocks (S.4).
Strata 4 and 5 maintain relatively level upper surfaces over the 1.6m they were exposed off the west
side of Str. 202-4B-1st, between that building and Str. 202-4A-1st’s U.21.
Time Span 2

Structure 202-4-Sub1 is composed two constructions that are separated by 0.5m. Unit 1 is, over
its exposed extent, a semicircle composed of stones that stands 0.22m tall by 0.18m wide (one rock high
and across). We revealed what may have been the west side of a circle defined by these rocks that runs
1.3m north-south, its convex face protruding to the west; if there is more of U.1 it is buried by later
architecture, especially Str. 202-4B-1st’s west perimeter wall (U.6). Not enough of the putative circle
was exposed to measure the area of the preserved arc. We very tentatively estimate that the
construction’s total diameter is 1.5m.
Unit 2 to the west is a 0.22m-high by, at least, 0.23m-wide wall that was exposed for 1.15m over
which distance it was aligned ca. 338 degrees. The 0.5m between these constructions was spanned by a
surface composed of a moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured soil (F.2) that seems to have achieved
its red-brown color from burning. Feature 2, which is at least 0.03m thick, runs up to the bases of U.1
and 2, dropping 0.06m over 0.07m from both the east and west. After this descent F.2 retains a fairly
level upper surface over the remaining 0.36m. It looks very much like U.1 and 2 were placed in a pit
measuring 0.62m across at the top and that was dug 0.3-0.38m into and through S.4 and 5. A 0.1m-thick
ash lens (F.3) extends about 2m north of U.2. Feature 3 is composed of two superimposed layers, each
about 0.05m thick, the lower being lighter gray than the dark gray ash that covers it.
In general, Str. 202-4-Sub1 was probably a complex of low constructions of varying shapes that
were likely involved in activities involving repeated burnings. The exposed portions of Units 1 and 2
were made of angular rocks that seem to be mostly of tuff.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-4-Sub1 was subsequently buried by the deposition of a moderately hardcompacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil (7.5YR 2.5/2; U.20) that contains many small (0.01m or
less in length) pebbles, most of which are white. Unit 20’s uppers surface drops about 0.6m over 3.7m
from south-to-north. This earth seems to be a part of a dirt pile that encompasses roughly 4m northsouth by 6m east-west, is maximally 0.5m thick at its south edge against Str. 202-4A-1st, and was
purposefully placed to cover Str. 202-4-Sub1 and the area around it. It is not clear that Str. 202-4A-1st
was built into this mound of earth though it is pretty clear that Str. 202-4B-1st was raised atop this low
eminence.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-4B-1st was built on the summit and into the north face of the U.20 earth mound.
The building is bounded on the east, south, and west by stone walls (U.4, 3, and 6) that are 0.32-0.46m
high. The southern perimeter wall (U.3) is 0.2m north of Str. 202-4A-1st’s northern outset (U.7). The
bases of U.4 and 6 drop downhill from south to north. This is especially evident in U.6, the western
example, which descends 0.4m over its 2.85m length in this period. On the north, the building is fronted
by a 0.33m-high terrace (U.7) that is 0.9m wide. Unit 8 stands 0.32m above U.7’s tread and marks the
southern edge of the northern terrace. Unit 8 is 0.6m across and runs 2.2m west from U.4’s interior
(west) side. At this point U.8 may step back (south) 0.8m before turning to span the remaining 0.65m
westward to join U.6, the western perimeter wall. The architectural significance of U.8 is uncertain. It

may be a stone-faced, earth-surfaced bench that is 2.97m wide north-south over its eastern 2.2m. The
hearting of the bench (U.18) consists of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil that contains many
diminutive (0.01m or less in length) white flecks (10YR 4/3).
Structure 202-4B-1st was, by the end of TS.4, raised atop the north-to-south rise of the U.20 dirt
pile. It is defined by 0.32-0.46m-tall stone perimeter walls on all sides save the north where it was
fronted by a 0.33m-tall by 0.9m wide terrace. The edifice encompasses 3.1m north-south by 3.5m and is
aligned roughly 351 degrees. A 0.32m-tall stone-faced, earth-filled bench overlooks the northern
terrace and measures 2.97m wide over a distance of 2.2m east-west. This construction narrows to
2.17m across its westernmost 0.65m. The architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of angular
pieces of tuff save for U.8’s north facing which consists mostly of shaped tuff blocks. Faced tuff blocks
were also recorded in U.3 and 7. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter faces directed
outwards.
Time Span 5
During this interval, Str. 202-4B-1st was expanded in several stages. The first of these saw the
basal northern terrace’s (U.7’s) north face buried by a fill (U.16) composed of a dense concentration of
rocks set in a brown soil matrix. Retaining U.16 on the north is the new north terrace riser (U.5).
Standing 0.33m tall, U.5’s addition enlarged the northern terrace to 1.63m north-south. Unit 5’s north
face then suffered the fate of U.7, being submerged beneath a fill of earth and stone (included in U.16)
that was now fronted on the north by U.15. This riser stands 0.36m tall, its construction extending the
northern terrace tread to 2.05m across. At some point in the sequence U.12, a 0.32m-tall terrace riser,
was erected 0.72m north of U.8’s (the bench’s) north face. The architectural significance of U.12 is
unclear. It buries U.8’s north face with a fill (U.17) composed of hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown
soil that contains many small (0.01m or less in length) white inclusions. That U.8 probably no longer
protruded above U.12 and 17 tentatively suggests that their addition expanded the bench so that it now
measured 3.7m north south and U.15 terrace’s north-south width was reduced to 1.33m. As U.12 was
not well preserved we could not ascertain with certainty that it originally ran the full east-west length of
U.8. Another complicating factor in this narrative is the erection of U.14. This 0.1m-high wall was
preserved running 0.41m west of U.8, joining that bench 0.15m south of where it turns south (see TS.4).
Unit 14 might once have extended 0.7m west of U.8, effectively closing off the deep southern
indentation in the bench’s western segment. How this putative addition related to the supposed
northern addition to U.8 (represented by U.12 and 17) is eminently unclear. They might have occurred
in sequence, U.14 being first only to be submerged behind U.12 and by U.17.
Two stone-faced outsets (U.9 and 10) were erected off U.15’s north face. Unit 9 stands 0.12m
high, projects 0.35m north of U.15, and measures 0.6-0.9m east-west (it narrows from south-to-north).
This construction intersects U.15 at a point 0.4m east of the building’s northwest corner and is 0.75m
west of U.10. The latter is 0.32m tall and measures 0.5-0.75m north-south by 1.05m east-west (U.10
narrows from west-to-east). Unit 10 joins U.15 at a point 0.95m west of Str. 202-4B-1st’s northeast
corner. The architectural and behavioral significance of these constructions is unclear. Unit 10 rises to
within 0.04m of the top of U.15, thereby making it unlikely to have functioned as a step. Unit 9 is low
enough to have served this purpose but, given U.15’s low height, such a riser seems unnecessary. It may

be that U.10 served as a shelf or seating platform for people working under the eaves of Str. 202-4B-1st’s
roof. Unit 9 might have fulfilled the same purpose or, as Hayes suggest, was built as a stone-lined
container, possibly used to support one or more ceramic vessels nestled within its interior.
Unit 15’s construction was coterminous with an addition (U.11) that was made to Str. 202-4B1st’s east side. Unit 11 corners with U.15 to define the building’s northeast corner during TS.5 and then
runs south for 2.4m south before turning west to join U.4 at a point 1.9m north of the edifice’s
southeast corner (the junction of U.3 and 4). Unit 11 is 0.32m tall, its addition expanding the northern
portion of Str. 202-4B-1st 0.5m to the east.
At least 0.18m of a hard-compacted, very fine-textured, light brown soil (10YR 4/2; U.19) was
probably laid down now south of Str. 202-4B-1st (its base was not encountered). Unit 19 covered Str.
202-4A-1st’s northern outset (U.7) by 0.03m. A 0.03m-thick layer of sherds (F.4) was found resting atop
U.19’s upper surface suggesting that this fill supported an occupation layer that was exposed long
enough for artifacts to collect on its surface.
As TS.5 drew to an end, Str. 202-4B-1st measured 4.14m north-south by 3.5-4m east-west, the
northern 2.4m of the edifice being expanded 0.5m eastward at this time. The edifice’s orientation
established during TS.4 remained unchanged during this interval. The growth of the building northward
occurred in the course of two episodes which ultimately resulted in the creation of a northern terrace
that covers 1.33m north-south. Two stone outsets were appended to the newly created northern
terrace riser (U.15). The western example is 0.12m high, 0.35m wide north-south, and measures 0.60.9m east-west. Located 0.75m to the east, the second outset is 0.32m high, projects 0.5-0.75m north
of U.15 and encompasses 1.05m east-west. The summit bench (U.8) may have been expanded 0.72m to
the north creating an elevated space that encompasses 3.7m north-south by 2.2m east-west. This result
might, once again, have been accomplished in two stages. The architecture raised now was made using
river cobbles though angular stones were commonly used in fashioning U.9, 10, and 12 while a few
faced blocks were noted in U.11, 12, and 15. All of the rocks are placed in a mud mortar with their
flatter faces looking outwards.
Time Span 6
By this point most of Str. 202-4B-1st was probably abandoned. The primary activity attested to
now on and near it was the raising of Str. 202-4-Sub2. The surviving remnants of this building are two
stone foundations (U.13 and 21) that likely defined the northern and western limits of an earthenfloored edifice that was raised directly atop the U.8 bench. These walls are 0.25m high by 0.3m wide
and measured 1.5m (U.21, north-south) and 1.2m (U.13, east-west). It is not clear that these footings
were exposed to their full original lengths though it seems unlikely that U.21 on the west would have
run much more than 0.35m to the south where it would have encountered the still visible upper 0.45m
of Str. 202-4A-1st’s southern basal wall (U.4). It may be that the 0.2m of U.18 fill (see TS.4) that was
found burying U.19 and filling the area between Str. 202-4B-1st’s U.3 and Str. 202-4A-1st’s U.4 was
introduced now to raise and even out the surface on which Str. 202-4-Sub2 was built. Structure 202-4Sub2 was aligned ca. 2 degrees. Units 13 and 21 were built primarily of river cobbles among which were
mixed some angular rocks formed from a relatively soft material (probably tuff). A few of the latter

rocks might have been faced. All of these stones were set in a mud mortar with their flatter aspects
directed outwards.
Time Span 7
After activity on and around Str. 202-4B-1st ceased, 0.21-0.31m of a brown soil (10YR 4/3; S.2)
was deposited. Fully 0.1-0.14m of a dark gray-brown humus horizon (7.5YR 4/3; S.1) formed atop S.2
during this interval. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light concentration of rocks (F.1) that fell
from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-6
Structure 202-6 is on the western edge of Site PVN 202, 9m north of Str. 202-9, connected to
and west of Str. 202-109, and 52.5m directly west of Str. 202-2, the large platform that borders the
principal plaza on the south. The land over which the building was raised is relatively flat. What was
mapped as a projection extending 3.5m south from Str. 202-6’s southeast corner proved on excavation
to be a free-standing edifice (designated in field records as Str. 202-122). That building is described
separately. Digging in Subop. 202NX-NZ, OB, and OD cleared ca. 45m2, excavations being pursued to
maximum depths of 0.89m and 1.1m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture,
respectively. One major building phase was recognized in the course of this work which was directed by
J. Dillon during April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4-5, 7

F.5

2

Str. 202-6-1st

U.1-11

-

F.2-3

3

-

-

S.1-3, 6

F.1, 4, 6

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest events recorded in Str. 202-6’s vicinity involved the deposition of a complexly
related set of strata. One of these earth layers is a hard-compacted, fine-textured, red-brown clay that
contains numerous small rocks (S.5). Stratum 5 was revealed in a probe dug 3.9m north of Str. 202-6-1st
where it was exposed to a thickness of 0.23m (its base was not found). This earth maintained a
relatively flat upper surface over the 0.7m north-south by 1m it was uncovered and may be part of the
extensive red-brown, culturally sterile clay that is found underlying Site PVN 202. At a distance of 3.63m
to the south the lowest identified stratum is a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown soil that
contains some pebbles that are 0.01m or less on their longest dimensions (S.7). Stratum 7 was only
seen in the base of excavation, its full thickness never being determined. Directly overlying S.7 is a 0.08-

0.10m-thick deposit of a fine-textured, hard-compacted, light tan-to-gray earth that seems to have been
burnt (F.5). Feature 5 contains a few small white pebbles and, like its predecessor, was revealed solely
in a 0.3m north-south by 1m probe dug immediately north of Str. 202.6-1st (adjacent to U.7). Covering
S.5 and F.5 is a hard-compacted, fine-textured, tan clay in which are embedded a few scattered small
(0.01m or less on their longest dimensions) mostly white pebbles (S.4). Stratum 4 is relatively thin
(0.06m thick) over its northernmost exposed 1.35m where it blankets S.5. It gets progressively thicker
to the south, covering F.5 by 0.38m and reaching at least 0.7m thick where it encounters Str. 202-6-1st’s
core platform’s southern facing (U.4) 5.72m further to the south. The base of S.4 was not found in the
last location. It may be that part of S.4 on the south was introduced as fill associated with the raising of
Str. 202-122-2nd 1.5m south of Str. 202-6-1st. Stratum 4 does seem to have been a favored source of
construction fill (U.11) for Str. 202-6-1st and it may have served a similar purpose for its near southern
neighbor. In any event, S.4’s upper surface apparently served as the ground surface above which Str.
202-6-1st was raised.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-6-1st’s core platform is defined by basal facings (U.1-5) that rise 0.45-0.6m directly
to the earthen-floored summit. The area defined by U.1-5 encompasses 4.8m north-south by 5.4m and
is aligned ca. 78 degrees. The fill retained by these walls (U.11) consists largely of earth which is
identical to the soil that comprises S.4 (see TS.1). The platform’s summit supports one room that covers
3.33m north-south by 3.9m (13m2) into which a 0.36m-high by 0.65m-wide wall (U.9) projects 2.25m
westward from the compartment’s east wall (the interior of the eastern basal wall, U.2). Unit 9
intersects U.2 at a point 1.1m south from the room’s northeast interior corner. The wall is 0.65m wide
for 1.15m west from U.2 at which point it narrows to 0.2m across, that reduction being effected by
stepping U.9’s north face back (south) by 0.4m. This narrowed segment is bordered on the west by a
0.2m-high, 0.35m-wide wall (U.10) that runs 1.48m north from U.9’s west end. A niche measuring
0.65m east-west by 0.4m deep is formed by U.9 on the east and south and U.10 on the west and open
to the north.
Structure 202-6-1st’s core platform is bordered on all sides save the south by terraces (U.6-8)
that are 0.3m high by 0.7-0.84m wide. On the south, U.4 and 5 rise 0.5m directly to the summit. A
break in construction between U.4 and 5 tentatively suggests that there was once a door that provided
access to Str. 202-6-1st’s interior before the edifice was converted into a platform. This inference is
based in part on the observation that the base of U.5, which seals the western 1.65m of the building’s
south flank, is 0.58m higher than U.4 which constitutes the eastern portion of the south basal facing. It
may be, therefore, that Str. 202-6-1st began as a surface-level building that was entered through a
1.65m-wide door in its southwest corner. That interval might have been contemporary with the building
of Str. 202-122-2nd. Later, after the passage was sealed, the U.11 fill was introduced and, most likely,
the U.6-8 terraces were added. Given that U.5’s base is roughly equal to constructions associated with
Str. 202-122-1st, it could be that the latter was raised at the same time that Str. 202-6-1st was
transformed into a platform. This interpretation leaves open the question of how high the building’s
perimeter foundations (U.1-4) were when it might have been a surface-level building. Unit 4, for
example, might have stood as much as 0.8m tall at this point and measured 0.88m across. This would
be, by local standards, an unusually substantial footing for an edifice erected on ground surface. No

breaks in construction were noted within U.1-4 that suggested that their heights were augmented
during a transition from surface-level building to platform. At present, therefore, the possibility remains
open that Str. 202-6-1st was converted into an earth-filled platform at some point during TS.2 but we
cannot establish this interpretation.
Remnants of a 0.33m-tall, poorly preserved stone construction (F.2) were recorded 0.6-0.8m
north of Str. 202-6-1st’s northern terrace (U.7). Feature 2 is 0.8m wide northwest-southeast and was
traced for 0.8m over which distance it was aligned ca. 244 degrees. This putative construction does not
seem to have connected back to Str. 202-6-1st. It was raised atop a 0.15m-thick deposit composed of
moderately fine-textured, moderately hard-compacted, gray-brown soil that contains numerous
artifacts, especially pottery sherds (F.3). Feature 3 rests on S.4 and is largely limited to the area
underlying F.2. It may be that F.2 and 3 were introduced relatively late in TS.3, the former serving as a
foundation that defined one side of a surface-level building erected near Str. 202-6-1st late in the latter’s
history.
By the end of TS.2, Str. 202-6-1st was a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that stood 0.45-0.6m
high, encompassed 5.76m north-south by 7.7m, and was oriented roughly 78 degrees. The building was
bordered by terraces on all sides save the south. These risers are 0.3m high by 0.7-0.84m wide. The
southern flank, in contrast, lacks such an adornment and rises directly to the summit. The core platform
encompasses 4.8x5.4m and supports one earthen-floored room that covers 13m2. The only built-in
furniture recorded within this compartment is a 0.36m-high, 0.65m-wide wall that projects 2.25m west
from its intersection with the chamber’s eastern wall. A 0.2m-tall by 0.35m wall then runs 1.48m to the
north from the former’s western terminus. A niche, open on the north and measuring 0.4m deep by
0.65m east-west, is nestled in the crux formed by the juncture of these two constructions. There are
some hints that Str. 202-6-1st may have begun its use-life as a surface-level building that was entered
through a 1.65m-wide door in its southwest corner. What would later be basal facings for the platform
would have served as footings that bordered the central room. While plausible, we could not establish
this interpretation with any certainty. Near the end of the interval a 0.15m-thick deposit of earth and
pottery sherds was apparently laid down north of Str. 202-6-1st, that earth serving as a foundation for a
surface-level building that was 0.6-0.8m north of the platform and was oriented approximately 244
degrees. The sole element of this possible edifice that we found consists of the poorly preserved
remains of what may have been its southeast foundation. That wall stood an estimated 0.33m high and
was 0.8m wide. All architecture raised now was fabricated primarily using tuff that was shaped to
varying degrees to create at least one flat face. These rocks were intermixed with a few cobbles. The
shaped tuff was not so heavily modified that it qualified as faced masonry. All of the stones are set in a
mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards. Feature 2, in contrast, was made primarily of river
cobbles that were not apparently chosen for their flat faces.
Time Span 3
After Str. 202-6-1st was abandoned as much as 0.3m of a moderately fine-textured, moderately
hard-compacted, dark gray-brown soil (S.3) was laid down north of the building. Stratum 3 covers S.4,
F.2 and 3, and all but the uppermost 0.25m of U.1, the platform’s northern basal wall. A lens of finetextured, hard-compacted, light brown soil (S.7) intrudes 0.5m north into S.3 at a point 3.24m north of

Str. 202-6-1st. Stratum 7 was revealed to a maximum thickness of 0.19m, pinching out against S.4 at a
point 0.44m north of its emergence from the limits of excavation. The full north-south extent of S.7 was
not determined. A very similar soil distinguished by its slightly higher artifact content (S.2) accumulated
to a maximum observed thickness of 0.28m south of the building where it directly covers S.4. Most
likely S.3 and 2 are parts of the same depositional unit that simply varies in the quantity of cultural
material it contains. Returning to the north, a 0.16m-thick deposit composed of densely packed pottery
sherds set in a matrix that is identical to S.2 (F.4) was recorded overlying S.3 and 7, extending 2.04m
south from the north edge of excavations. It appears that F.4 is part of a debris lens laid down after Str.
202-6-1st was no longer being occupied. A 0.04-0.1m-thick dark gray-brown, hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured humus (S.1) formed atop S.2 on all sides of the edifice save on the north
where it covers F.4. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that
tumbled from final-phase architecture. These stones were not commonly found among the F.4 artifacts.
A tightly packed concentration of rocks (F.6) was noted covering U.8, the eastern terrace. Feature 6’s
stones were recorded as “piled up or leaning on top” of that riser and its tread. It may be that F.6’s
rocks were introduced to cover this portion of terminal architecture, possibly terminating the use of at
least part of the edifice.
Structure 202-7
Structure 202-7 is within the southwest quadrant of Site PVN 202, in the middle of a plaza
defined by Strs. 202-8, -9, -109, -23, -105, -100, -106, and -116, moving counter-clockwise from the
southwest. Str. 202-8 is 4.5m to the southwest, Str. 202-9 is the same distance to the west, while Str.
202-2, the large platform on the south side of the principal plaza, is 40m to the northeast. The ground
over which Str. 202-7-1st was raised is fairly flat. Digging here in Subop. 202KQ, KR, KS, KT, KU, and KV
cleared 69m2, in the process uncovering all of the building. Digging was pursued to maximum depths of
0.9m and 1.06m below modern ground surface beyond and with architecture, respectively. One
building phase was revealed in the course of this research which was overseen by R. Ramirez from
February 6 to April 21, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3-4

-

2

Str. 202-7-1st

U.1-9

-

-

3

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event chronicled in the vicinity of Str. 202-7 is the deposition of at least 0.32m of a
reddish-yellow (7.5YR 6/8) soil (S.3; its base was not found). Stratum 3 was exposed in a probe dug

immediately northeast of Str. 202-7-1st (adjacent to U.5). Over the 0.6m it was exposed running
northeast-to-southwest, S.3 rose 0.08m in that direction. Embedded in S.3 is a 0.03m-thick layer of a
light gray ash (7.5YR 7/1; S.4). Stratum 4 is 0.1-0.18m below the top of S.3 and runs flat for the 0.6m S.3
was exposed northeast-southwest.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-7-1st is a substantial construction the core of which is a platform whose basal
facings (U.1-4) rise 0.6-0.8m to the summit and encompass a space measuring 4.5x 5.2m. The building is
oriented approximately 71 degrees. The basal walls measure 0.7-1.1m across and contain a fill (U.9)
composed of stones set in a gray (7.5YR 6/1) soil matrix. Numerous large pottery fragments were found
within U.9. The summit supports one earthen-floored room that lacks built-in furniture, encompasses
2.2x3.6m (7.9m2), and was probably reached by ascending a series of three risers on the northeast. The
basal riser (U.5) is 0.38m tall by 0.87m wide northeast-southwest. Unit 6 rises 0.19m above U.5’s tread
and runs back 0.22m to the southwest where it is succeeded by U.7. The latter ascends 0.18m above
U.6 and extends 0.48m to the southwest where it ends in U.8. The latter stands 0.16m high, is 0.2m
wide, and may have been a foundation that marks the northeast margin of the summit room. If so, this
would expand the enclosure’s northeast-southwest dimension to 3.7m (13.3m2). As U.8 was not well
preserved we could not establish if it ran the full northwest-southeast length of the room’s northeast
flank. Overall, Str. 202-7-1st encompassed 5.2m northwest-southeast by 6.6m northeast-southwest. All
of these constructions were made primarily using river cobbles though at least one faced block was
recorded in U.1, the platform’s southeast basal facing. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar and their
flatter aspects are consistently directed outwards.
Time Span 3
After Str. 202-7-1st was abandoned, as much as 0.4m of a gray (7.5YR 6/1) soil (S.2) was
deposited atop S.3 northeast of the platform. This earth was not clearly identified elsewhere on and
around the building. A dark gray humus horizon (S.1) formed to thicknesses of 0.16-0.54m near the end
of this sequence. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely
fell from TS.2 architecture. The stones comprising F.1 were densely concentrated off the building’s
southeast, southwest, and northwest sides. The F.1 rocks are especially densely packed off the
building’s southwest side where they appear to be a continuation of the stone concentration (F.2)
recorded off Str. 202-106-1st’s northwest face 1.7m to the southeast..
Structure 202-8
Structure 202-8 is on the southwest edge of Site PVN 202, 5m northwest of Str. 202-11, 2m
southeast of Str. 202-9, and 49.5m southwest of Str. 202-2, the sizable platform that closes off the south
side of the principal plaza. Based on surface indications, Strs. 202-8 and 202-9 are joined by a terrace
that links the former’s west corner with the latter’s southwest corner. Digging in Subop. 202KW, KX, KZ,
LA, and LB uncovered 29m2, most work being focused on excavating a trench across the approximate
center of the edifice, that trench running northeast-southwest. The terrain over which Str. 202-8-1st was
built is fairly flat. Excavations reached maximum depths of 0.6m and 0.7m below modern ground

surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the
course of this work which was directed by C. Coleman, with help from R. Ramirez, during February
through May, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

-

F.5

2

-

-

S.4

F.3-4

3

-

-

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-8-1st

U.1-11, 15

-

-

5

Str. 202-8-1st

U.12-14, 16

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1-2

Dates

Time Span 1
The first activity identified in the environs of Str. 202-8 is the burning of a pedestrian surface
(F.4). Feature 4 was identified in the base of excavation of a probe dug immediately northeast of Str.
202-8-1st’s northeast basal wall (U.1). This floor is at least 0.02m thick (its base was not securely
identified) and extends 0.4m northeast from beneath U.1 which is 0.05m above F.4.
Time Span 2
Feature was covered by 0.16m of a moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown soil
(S.4). Stratum 4 was also identified southwest of Str. 202-8-1st where its highest point is 0.2m above
that of its highest exposure to the northeast, 6.35m distant. Stratum 4 maintains an even upper surface
in the 0.65m it was exposed running northeast-southwest on the northeast. This same soil drops 0.2m
across the 1.5m it was traced northeast-to-southwest on the southwest. Unlike the northeast exposure,
S.4 on the southwest contains a large number of small to large rocks. Some of these stones are resting
horizontally while others appear to have fallen from TS.4 and 5 architecture (F.1). It may be that many
of these rocks had settled into S.4 from the very dense concentration of F.1 debris that spread for at
least 2.3m southwest from Str. 202-8-1st.
Embedded in S.4 on the northeast are two lenses (Features 3 and 4) composed of distinct
materials. Feature 3 is a 0.03m-thick deposit of very hard-compacted, yellow, micaceous earth that
extends 0.39m southwest from the northeast limit of excavation. This material sits 0.02m above F.5 and
at about the same level as F.4. The latter is a 0.03m-thick lens of hard-compacted, fine-textured soil

that seems to have achieved its orange color as the result of burning. Feature 4 pinches out 0.18m
northeast from the southwest excavation limits, 0.08m southwest of F.4. These two lenses likely result
from human activities conducted at intervals during S.4’s deposition. Take together with F.5, they point
to a continuous human presence in the immediate area of what would be Str. 202-8-1st before that
building was raised. The tasks in which these early occupants were engaged apparently involved the
repeated use of fire. The construction of Str. 202-8-1st’s northeast facing (U.1) cut through F.4 when the
foundations for that wall were being dug.
Time Span 3
During this interval as much as 0.18m of a moderately hard-compacted, light brown soil (S.3)
was laid down atop S.4; no sign of S.3 was recorded southwest of Str. 202-8-1st. Stratum 3 maintains a
level surface for 1m southwest of the northeast excavation limits at which point it rises 0.04m over 0.1m
after which it drops 0.18m across 0.44m. This latter descent ends at U.1’s northeast face, S.3
intersecting that wall at 0.2m below its exposed top. The sharp northeast-to-southwest descent of S.3 is
not seen in underlying S.4. That this decline ends at U.1 tentatively implies that this soil was dug out in
the course of erecting Str. 202-8-1st, and U.1 in particular.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-8-1st is a platform that stood 0.5-0.62m tall and was defined on the northeast and
southwest by facings that rise 0.2m (U.1, northeast) and 0.62m (U.2, southwest). The platform at this
time measures 6.4m northeast-southwest and is oriented ca. 315 degrees. Unit 2 rises directly to the
summit on the southwest and contains a fill (U.15) composed of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light
brown soil. The exposed portion of U.15 that backs U.2 for 0.4m to the southwest is densely packed
with small to large rocks. For 0.77m further to the northeast the frequency of stones drops off
dramatically. Unit 1, on the northeast, gives way to a 1.94m-wide surface that is surfaced with stones
(U.4). A cut block (U.3) measuring 0.44m northwest-southeast by 0.65m sits immediately southwest of
U.1. This rock is set apart by its distinctive shape from the cobbles that largely comprise U.1 and 4.
Pieces of masonry, like U.3, that are set into floors have been recorded elsewhere in the research zone
where they likely marked points of entrance to buildings. This may have been the case here as well.
Unit 4 ends on the southwest at U.6, a riser that ascends 0.3m above that surface. A 0.14m-high
wall (U.5) projects 0.53m northeast from U.6 over U.4. Unit 5 may mark the northwest side of an
entryway leading southwest towards the platform’s summit. Another stone surface (U.7) backs U.6 for
at least 2.38m to the southwest. Unit 8 projects 1m southwest of U.6 and apparently defines the
southeast side of a chamber (Room 1) that is bordered on the southwest by U.9 and 10, and is open to
the northeast. Unit 9 extends 1.7m northwest of its junction with U.8 at which point it formally ends,
forming the southeast side of a 0.5m-wide door. Unit 10 defines the northwest side of that passage and
was traced for 0.3m to the northwest when excavations ceased. Extending at least 0.6m southwest of
U.9 is what was apparently the southeast wall (U.11) of another chamber (Room 2). The U.7 floor
continues into this space. Units 8-10 and 11 are 0.28m tall, the two measurable examples (U.9 and 10)
are 0.5m and 0.38m wide. The southwest part Room 2 was covered by TS.5 architecture. We estimate
that this enclosure originally encompassed 2.2m northeast-southwest.

The constructions raised now were primarily made of river cobbles. The primary exception is
U.3 which, as noted, was made of one piece of masonry that was set into the U.4 floor. A brown mud
mortar was used to bind the rocks together. The flatter faces of these stones were generally directed
out, or up in the case of the floors.
Time Span 5
During this interval Str. 202-8-1st retained its original orientation and northeast-southwest
dimension. The major shift involved what looks to have been the filling in of Rooms 1 and 2 with a hardcompacted, fine-textured, medium-brown soil that contains a few small to medium-size rocks (U.16).
Unit 16 apparently covered the U.7 floor by as much as 0.12m. The door connecting Rooms 1 and 2
might well have still been exposed, U.9 and 10 rising 0.1m above U.16’s upper earthen surface.
Whether these two enclosures were still distinct chambers is unclear. Two components of a stone floor
(U.12 and 13) were set atop U.16 in the southwest portion of Room 2. The bulk of the exposed segment
of the pavement (U.12) covers 0.95m northeast-southwest, extending 1.05m northwest from the
southeast edge of excavation. Unit 12 stops on the southwest at U.2’s northeast (interior) face. A
0.34m-wide northeast-southwest ‘finger’ (U.13) of this surface projects 1.3m northwest from U.12’s
north corner. The full dimensions of these constructions were not determined. It appears that these
last recorded building efforts were geared to raising Str. 202-8-1st’s summit , at least part of this
elevated space being paved.
Located 1.46m southwest of Str. 202-8-1st is a line of cobbles that are set on end (U.14). Unit 14
was traced for 0.7m over which distance it paralleled the general alignment of the platform. There is no
evidence in our limited excavations to suggest that U.14 joined the main platform to the northeast.
As in TS.4, the architectural elements that were fashioned now were made primarily of cobbles
all of which are set in a mud mortar. The rocks used to make U.12 and 13 were laid horizontally, their
flatter aspect oriented upwards. Those use to fabricate U.14 were set on end, their tops slanting out to
the southwest when uncovered.
Time Span 6
After Str. 202-8-1st was abandoned, 0.09-0.39m of a moderately hard-compacted, brown soil
(S.2) was laid down atop S.3 on the northeast and S.4 on the southwest. A dark brown, moderately softcompacted humus horizon (S.1) measuring as much as 0.17m thick formed atop S.2. Embedded in S.1
and 2 is a light (on the northeast) to very dense (on the southwest) concentration of rocks (F.1) that
appear to have derived from TS.4 and 5 architecture. Intermixed with F.1 stones, and beginning 0.6m
southwest of U.2, is a great concentration of pottery sherds (F.2) that extends for at least 2.5m further
to the southwest, continuing beyond our excavation limits in this direction. Feature 2 seems to be
composed of pottery debris that was jettisoned off Str. 202-8-1st’s southwest side after the building was
no longer being occupied.
Structure 202-9

Structure 202-9 is on the southwest edge of Site PVN 202, 2m northwest of Str. 202-8, 7.5m
southwest of Str. 202-109, and 52m southwest of Str. 202-2, the monumental platform that closes off
the south side of the principal plaza. The ground over which Str. 202-9-1st was erected rises 0.15m over
8.7m from southwest-to-northeast. The nature of the terrain on the northwest and southeast is not
known. Digging within Subop. 202LC, LD, LG, LH, and PR uncovered 21m2 in the course of which
portions of Str. 202-9-1st’s northwest and southeast flanks were exposed. Not enough of the building
was revealed to be certain of its final form and its full history of occupation. Excavations reached a
maximum depth of 0.62m outside architecture (construction fill was not investigated). One major
building episode was identified in the course of this work which was directed by C. Coleman, Lara
Britain, and R. Ramirez from early February through late April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

--

-

S.4

-

2

Str. 202-9-1st

U.1-3, 5-9, 15

-

-

3

Str. 202-9-1st
Str. 202-9-Sub1
Str. 202-9-Sub2
Str. 202-9-Sub3

U.10
S.3
U.12-14 , 16-17
U.11
U.4

F.2
F.5

4

-

-

F.1,3-4

S.1-2, 5

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event identified in Str. 202-9’s environs is the deposition of at least 0.3m of a very
hard-compacted, fine-textured, yellow-brown clay (S.4) that contains numerous artifacts (its base was
not found). Stratum 4 rises 0.12m from southwest-to-northeast over the 0.42m it was exposed running
in this direction, burying the lowest 0.2m of an element of TS.2 architecture (U.9). Stratum 4 likely
constitutes the ground surface above which Str. 202-9-1st was raised (excavations did not proceed deep
enough off the edifice’s other flanks to identify S.4 if it was to be found on those sides).
Time Span 2
From what we can determine, Str. 202-9-1st was at this time a platform that was bordered by
facings (U.1-3) that rose 0.5m directly to the summit. The northeast basal facing (U.15) was only
uncovered for the 0.8m it runs southeast from the building’s north corner. As U.15 lines up with the
northeast terminus of U.1 we cautiously suggest that the former construction marks the northeast side
of the core platform. The southeastern basal wall (U.1) was fully cleared for its full 3m northeast-

southwest length. A 0.3m-high riser (U.5) fronts the platform on the northeast. Unit 5 is bordered by
U.6 on the southeast, and runs back 1.18m to the southwest where it joins Str. 202-9-1st at its east
corner. This construction was followed for 0.6m to the northwest when digging ceased. Later
excavations off Str. 202-9-1st’s northwest flank did reveal an extension of U.2 to the northeast that lines
up with U.5 (that extension is included in U.2). This discovery tentatively suggests that U.5 might well
have continued for the entire length of the edifice’s northeast flank.
None of Str. 202-9-1st’s superstructure was revealed. We did, however, uncover the remains of
constructions raised off, and abutting, the platform’s southeast side. One of these, U.7, is a 0.36m-high,
0.9m-wide wall that joins U.1 at a point 0.76m southwest of the core platform’s east corner. Unit 7 was
traced for 1.3m southeast from its juncture with U.1 at which point digging ceased. It appears that U.7
was raised directly on ancient ground surface and may have served as a foundation bordering a room
that was built against the platform’s southeast flank. At 0.85m southwest of U.7 is a collection of
entities (U.8 and 9) that may have been related to U.7. Unit 9 is a 0.18m-tall facing (above S.4) that
extends 0.8m to the southeast before ending formally. This construction only has elevation on the
southwest and supports on the northeast a 0.25m-tall, 0.5m-wide wall (U.8) that runs for at least 0.4m
from its abutment with U.1 (U.8’s southeast end was not identified). Unit 8 is 0.85m southwest of U.7,
the two possibly delimiting the southwest and northeast sides of an earthen-floored room the
northwest flank of which is bounded by U.1. Unit 9 in this reconstruction might have been built to
provide a level, stable surface for this enclosure where it overlooked the northeast-to-southwest dropoff formed by the top of S.4. Given U.7’s substantial appearance, it might have doubled as a shelf or
bench that was sheltered under the eaves of what we infer would have been Str. 202-9-1st
superstructure.
By the conclusion of TS.2, Str. 202-9-1st is tentatively inferred to have been a stone-faced
platform that rose to 0.5m tall, measured 4.9m northeast-southwest by 6.6m, and was aligned ca. 342
degrees. Its core platform covers 2.6x6.6m, the summit encompassing an estimated 1.7m by 5.8m
(10m2). This construction was fronted on the northeast by a 0.3m-high by 1.18m-wide terrace that
likely ran the full northwest-southeast length of the edifice. At least one earthen-floored room was
erected off the platform’s southeast flank. This enclosure’s interior covers 0.85m northeast-southwest
and is bordered on the northeast and southwest by foundations that are 0.25-0.36m high by 0.5-0.9m
wide. The northeastern footing’s relatively great width (0.9m across) suggests that it might have
supported a perishable upper wall and served as a bench or shelf. This compartment’s southeast edge
was not found. Given the northeast-to-southwest drop off of the terrain here, a 0.18m-high facing
located immediately southwest of the room likely helped to stabilize the land on which the enclosure
was raised. All architecture built now was fashioned primarily from river cobbles that are set in a mud
mortar. The flatter faces of these rocks were directed outwards.
Time Span 3
A dense concentration of pottery fragments (F.2) abuts U.9, riding atop S.4, and extending at
least 1.7m to the southwest. Feature 2 is 0.02-0.08m thick where it was observed to directly overlie S.4
for 0.42m southwest of U.9; excavations did not reveal this layer’s base and its relation to S.4 for the
remainder of the distance it was traced to the southwest. The numbers of ceramic pieces comprising

F.2 and their tight packing suggest that they resulted from activities that were carried out at high levels
of intensity on and around Str. 202-9-1st near the end of its occupation.
Built atop F.2 is a 0.3m-high, 0.79m-wide wall (U.10). Unit 10 was raised at a point 0.28m
southwest of U.9. The architectural significance of this construction is unclear. It may have been raised
to expand Str. 202-9-1st 0.88m to the southwest, the 0.28m intervening between it and the platform
being filled with a gray-brown soil that is very similar to S.2 (see TS.4). As U.10 was only exposed for 1m
running northwest-southeast parallel to U.3, Str. 202-9-1st’s southwestern basal wall, we cannot be
certain of this interpretation. Fully 0.11m of a fine-textured, light brown soil (S.3) was apparently laid
down southwest of U.9. Stratum 3 runs up to but not under U.9 and was traced for 0.6m southwest of
that construction before digging ended. While a few artifacts are found in S.3, this layer does not
apparently represent a debris lens comparable to F.2. The depositional significance of S.3, therefore,
remains unclear. It may be part of a fill unit introduced to raise and level out the terrain between U.10
and 11.
Lying 1.52m southwest of U.10 is a 0.2m-high by 0.48m-wide wall (U.11). Unit 11 was followed
for 1.1m at an orientation of 355 degrees. This divergence in the alignment of U.11 vis a vis Str. 202-91st, together with the wall’s relatively low height, implies that it was a footing from a surface-level
building (Str. 202-9-Sub2) that was raised late in the history of Str. 202-9-1st and its environs. Another
surface-level edifice (Str. 202-9-Sub3) is represented solely by a 0.08m-high by 0.18m-wide foundation
(U.4) that is 0.44m northeast of Str. 202-9-1st’s northeast terrace (U.5). Unit 4 was uncovered for 0.6m
over which distance it was aligned roughly 344 degrees. Yet another building that was not identified
during the mapping of this area is Str. 202-9-Sub1. This edifice seems to have been a low platform
delimited by stone facings (U.12, 13, and 16) on the northeast, southeast, and northwest, respectively;
the building’s southwest side was not revealed. The edifice measures 2.44m on its fully exposed
northeast flank, along which it is oriented approximately 344 degrees. Structure 202-9-Sub1 is,
maximally, 2.35m northeast of Str. 202-9-1st and 0.7-0.8m southwest of Str. 202-7-1st. Its facings
contain a rock fill (U.17). A stone floor (U.14) was identified ca. 1m southeast of U.13, Str. 202-Sub1’s
southeast face. Unit 14’s full extent is not known nor is it clear how it might relate to its northwest
neighbor. A 0.01m-thick layer of hard-compacted, yellow clay that overlies a brown micaceous soil (all
included in F.5) is associated with U.14. Feature 5 may be the remnants of the formal living surface that
originally overlay the U.14 rocks.
The exposed portions of U.4 and 14 were made from cobbles whereas U.10 was fashioned from
a mix of angular tuff rocks and river-worn stones; U.11 was mostly fabricated using angular pieces of
tuff. It is not clear what stones were used to raise U.12-13 and 16. From the field drawings they appear
to be roughly faced blocks. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar the flatter aspects of which are
generally directed outwards.
Time Span 4
After Str. 202-9-1st and the buildings in its vicinity were no longer being occupied the area
apparently became a dumping ground for debris, especially for ceramics (see Str. 202-22 for a
comparable reuse of a former building site). On the northeast, U.4, 5, and 14 were covered by as much

as 0.25m of a hard-compacted, very fine-textured, tan clay (S.5). Riding atop S.5 for 2.7m northeastsouthwest where it blankets U.4 and 5 is a 0.02m-thick layer of ceramic fragments (F.3). Feature 3 was
largely one-sherd thick, its component fragments lying flat. Stratum 5 was subsequently covered by
0.04-0.17m of a moderately hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown clay (S.2). Another thin
sherd lens (F.4) rides atop S.2 in this area. Once again, the pottery sherds in this layer were found to be
lying flat. Feature 4 extends for at least 4.1m from a point 0.6m northeast of U.1’s northeastern
terminus; it apparently continues further northeast beyond excavation limits. Stratum 2 was also
identified southwest of Str. 202-9-1st where it accumulated to a thickness of 0.08-0.1m atop S.3.
Wherever it was found, S.2 contained numerous artifacts, mostly pottery sherds. A dark gray-brown
humus horizon (S.1) formed to depths of 0.09-0.3m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately
dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-10
Structure 202-10 was originally mapped as a free-standing building on the western margin of
Site PVN 202. It soon became apparent during excavations that this construction was attached to, and
extended north of, Str. 202-9-1st’s north corner. Structure 202-122 is located a scant 1.5m to the north.
The land over which Str. 202-10-1st was raised is fairly flat. Digging within Subop. 202PC, PD, PE, and PF
cleared 20m2 in the course of which all of the building was revealed. Excavations reached maximum
depths of 0.56m and 0.86m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively.
One construction phase was identified in the course of this work which was directed by L. Britain during
April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4

-

2

-

-

S.3

F.4

3

Str. 202-10-1st

U.1-7

-

F.2-3

4

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the vicinity of Str. 202-10 is the laying down of at least 0.19m
of a hard-compacted, dark reddish-brown (5YR 3/4) clay that contains numerous white flecks (S.4; its
base was not found). Stratum 4 was culturally sterile and maintained a relatively flat upper surface in
the 1x1m excavation in which it was revealed 1.1m north of construction. This soil seems to be an
example of the red-brown, culturally sterile earth that underlies human settlement at Site PVN 202.

Time Span 2
Covering S.3 by 0.21-0.38m is a dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) gritty clay (S.3). It appears that a
pit (F.4) was dug into this soil just prior to the erection of Str. 202-10-1st. Excavations revealed F.4’s
north side where the ground drops 0.2m across 0.8m from north-south. After that point the base of F.4
seems to level out for at least 2.64m to the south. The other margins of this putative depression were
not identified. It was within F.4 that Str. 202-10-1st was raised.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-10-1st is an ‘S-shaped’ wall composed of four interconnected segments (U.1-4)
that are 0.54m tall and 0.52-1.24m wide. This ‘S’ is connected to Str. 202-9-1st at the latter’s north
corner by a 0.35m-high by a 0.2-0.5m-wide wall (U.5). From that point the ‘S’ is canted, running
northwest-southeast. The widest part of the construction, U.1, connects with U.5 at the former’s south
corner and then runs 1.3m at an orientation of ca. 45 degrees. At its northeast terminus U.1 then
extends 1.24m to the northwest before turning to run 1.4m to the southwest. The result is to create a
block of stone measuring 1.3m to 1.4m long northeast-southwest by 1.24m across. Unit 2 is a 0.5mlong, 0.6m-wide segment that redirects the construction to the west and connects U.1 and 3. The latter
measures 1.1m along an alignment of roughly 329 degrees. Unit 4 succeeds U.3, returning the figure to
running, once again, northeastward for 1m at an orientation of approximately 49 degrees. Overall, U.14 encompass 2.7m northwest-southeast by 2.44m northeast-southwest. The construction’s serpentine
course delimits two areas of intensely burnt earth (F.2 and 3). Feature 3, bordered by U.1-4, is open on
the northeast, and covers 0.83x1.03m (0.9m2). This charred level fits exactly within the area defined by
U.1-4 but sits about 0.1m below the bases of these walls and is covered by soil that is identical to S.3.
Feature 3 is set 0.07m below the inferred base of the F.4 pit (see TS.2). The burned level rises up to
intersect U.1-4. Feature 2 lies on the construction’s southwest side where it is bordered by U.1-3, 5 and
the north basal facing of Str. 202-9-1st (U.2). Rocks and a few pottery sherds are embedded F.2’s floor.
This burnt surface covers 1.31m2, lips up onto Str. 202-9-1st’s U.2 and Str. 202-10-1st’s U.5, and runs
0.07m under the southeast side of Str. 202-10-1st’s U.2. Feature 2 is open to the northwest. The area
unobstructed by construction on the northwest measures 1.77m northeast-southwest (between Str.
202-9-1st’s U.2 and Str. 202-10-1st’s U.3) and gives way on this side to a stone floor (U.6). Unit 6 was
traced for maximally 0.87m to the northwest when digging ceased. This floor was seemingly limited to
the area bordering F.2 on the northwest and runs under Str. 202-10-1st’s U.3.
By the end of TS.3, Str. 202-10-1st had been erected in what we infer was the base of an
extensive declivity (F.4) that was dug into S.3. The construction consists of stone walls that are 0.54m
high by 0.52-1.24m wide. These constructions define a serpentine course that extends 2.7m northwest
(at an orientation of roughly 319 degrees) from its junction with Str. 202-9-1st’s north corner. This ‘Sshaped’ entity delimits two areas of intensely burnt earth. One, nestled in the ‘S’s northeast side, covers
0.9m2 and is open to the northeast. The second is bordered by Str. 202-10-1st on the northeast, Str.
202-9-1st on the southwest, and covers 1.31m2. This charred surface is open on the northwest where it
gives way to a stone floor of undetermined dimensions. All constructions pertaining to Str. 202-10-1st
were fashioned primarily of river cobbles among which are mixed a few angular, probably tuff, rocks.
One large faced block (0.32m wide by 0.61m long northwest-southeast) caps U.3, the portion of the ‘S’

that separates F.2 and 3. All of the rocks are held in place using a mud mortar and the flatter faces of
the rocks are generally oriented outwards.
Time Span 4
Following Str. 202-10-1st’s abandonment, it and the F.4 pit were covered by the accumulation of
0.12-0.21m of a very dark brown (7.5YR 2.5/2) hard-compacted soil (S.2). After S.2’s deposition the
general outlines of the F.4 pit’s north flank were still visible. A dark gray to black (10YR 2/1) humus
horizon (S.1) formed to depths of as much as 0.3m atop S.2. With the accumulation of this soil F.4 was
no longer discernible on modern ground surface. A light scattering of rocks (F.1) that likely tumbled
from final-phase architecture was recorded within S.1. A somewhat denser concentration of seemingly
displaced rocks (included in F.1) was found embedded in S.2, especially in that part of the layer which
filled F.4 north of and within Str. 202-10-1st. The behavioral significance of these stones is unclear. As
many of them are flat-laid it may be that they, along with the S.2 in which they were found, were
introduced as part of fill used to terminate the use of this construction.
Structure 202-11
Structure 202-11 is in the southwest quarter of Site PVN 202, 1m southwest of Str. 202-12, 5m
north of Str. 202-22, and 47m southwest of Str. 202-2, the substantial platform that borders the
principal plaza on the south. The ground over which Str. 202-11-1st was built rises 0.4m over 6m from
south-to-north and 0.47 across 6m from west-to-east. Digging here within Subop. 202 KE, KF, KG, KH,
and KI cleared about 38m2, thereby uncovering the entirety of the building. Excavations were pursued
to maximum depths of 0.52m and 0.44m below modern ground surface beyond and within architecture,
respectively. One major construction phase that was subject to at least one major renovation was
identified in the course of this work which was directed by L. Yakas with the help of D. Rogoff, P. Urban,
and E. Schortman from February through early May, 2008.
Time Span
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.2-3

-

2

Str. 202-11-1st

U.1-15, 29

-

F.2-3

3

Str. 202-11-1st

U.16-28, 30-31 -

-

4

-

-

F.1

Time Span 1

S.1-2

Dates

The earliest event attested to in Str. 202-11’s vicinity is the deposition of two slightly different
soils. Off the building’s east and north flanks at least 0.14m of a moderately hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured, brown soil was laid down (S.3; its base was not located). Underlying the
edifice’s west and south sides, minimally 0.2m of a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, dark
brown soil (S.2) that contains many small (0.01m or less on their longest dimension) pebbles was
deposited (its base was not identified). As S.2 resumed accumulating during TS.4 it is hard to discern
how much of this earth was introduced now. The estimate used here is based on S.2’s relation to TS.2
architecture.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-11-1st was, during this period, a building composed of three rooms all of which
were raised directly on ancient ground surface. The foundations defining these compartments (U.1-4,
10-11, 13-15) stand 0.3-0.45m high by 0.3-0.45m wide. The largest of these compartments (Room 1) is
on the west. Its earthen-floored interior measures 2.2m east-west by 2.9m. Signs of burning (F.2)
were noted in the base of excavation extending at least 0.6m east from the western footing (U.1). It is
not clear how extensive the evidence for burning is throughout the chamber. A level of gray ash (F.3)
was recorded in the eastern portion Room 1. Feature 3 is maximally 0.12m-thick, pinching out against
the enclosure’s floor to the west. Whether F.2 and 3 are related is uncertain. A 1.7m-wide gap in Room
1’s northwest corner would have provided easy access to the compartment’s interior. Two enclosures
(Rooms 2 and 3) border Room 1 on the east. The southern member of the pair (Room 2) has an earthen
floor that measures 0.55m north-south by 0.6m. Lying 0.5m to the north, Room 3’s interior covers 1m
east-west by 1.36m north-south. Unlike its counterparts elsewhere within Str. 202-11-1st, Room 3 is
surfaced with stones (U.29). A door set in Room 3’s southeast corner provided a means of entering this
chamber. A low stone step-up (U.12) spans the 0.5m between Rooms 2 and 3, its eastern face aligned
with the exteriors of the foundations (U.10 and 14) bordering these enclosures on the east.
Off Room 1’s south side a 0.39m-high outset (U.8) projects 0.75 south of U.2, the chamber’s
south foundation. Unit 8 joins Str. 202-11-1st at its southwest corner (also the southwest corner of
Room 1) and extends 1.9m to the east before running back (north) to join U.2. Fronting U.8 for its full
east-west length is a 0.12m-tall riser (U.6) that measures 0.35m north-south. Adjoining U.6 and 8 on the
east are an additional two risers (U.5 and 7). The basal example (U.5) is 0.29m tall by 0.6m wide northsouth. Unit 5, therefore, ascends 0.17m over the upper surface of U.6 and runs 0.85m east of its
junction with that construction. Unit 7 rises 0.15m above U.5’s tread and continues 0.4m to the north
where it intersects U.2 at Room 1’s southeast corner. Unit 8 borders U.7 on the west, their tops being
roughly equal. Unit 7 doubles as the southern footing for Room 2 which projects east from Room 1’s
southeast corner. In essence, U.5-8 appear to have been a series of relatively small constructions that
may have coalesced over time to create one raised surface (U.7 and 8) fronted on the south by two
lower risers. A 0.2m-tall terrace (U.9) was erected 1.2m west and downslope from Str. 202-11-1st. Unit
9 is 0.5-0.65m wide east-west and runs for at least 1m at an orientation of approximately 352 degrees.
Most likely it served to slow erosion down this gradual east-to-west slope. Unit 9 does not run back east
to, and join, Str. 202-11-1st.

By the conclusion of TS.2, Str. 202-11-1st was a surface-level construction that covered 4m eastwest by 4.7m north-south and was aligned ca. 3 degrees. This edifice contains three compartments, the
largest example backing the west two smaller enclosures to the east. The foundations that delimit these
spaces are 0.3-0.45m high by 0.3-0.45m wide. Room 1 on the west encompasses 6.4m2 and was easily
accessed through a 1.7m-wide door in its northwest corner. Evidence of burning within this chamber
was noted. Rooms 2 and 3 border Room 1 on the east. The former interior covers 0.3m2 and is set
against Room 1’s southeast exterior corner. Room 3 is 0.5m north of Room 2, has an interior measuring
1.4m2, and was entered through a door in its southeast corner. Unlike Rooms 1 and 2, Room 3 was
surfaced with stones. No built-in furniture was recorded in these compartments. A 0.34-0.39m tall
outset spans Room 1’s south side, projecting 0.6-0.75m south from that compartment. Fronting this
construction are risers that stand 0.12-0.29m tall. This collection of four constructions probably resulted
from at least two building efforts. Located 1.2m west and downslope from Str. 202-11-1st is a 0.2m-tall
terrace that likely served to slow erosion down this gradual drop-off. Architecture raised now was
mostly fashioned from cobbles mixed with angular rocks; the latter are the only materials identified in
the U.9 terrace. A few faced blocks were recorded in U.4, 5, 6, and 14. All of these stones were set in a
mud mortar and their flatter aspects were directed outwards.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-11-1st’s basic orientation and dimensions were not much changed during TS.3. It
was at this time, however, that Room 1 was converted into a 0.30-0.4m-tall platform. Its fill consists of a
hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, dark brown soil containing numerous small (0.01m on their
longest dimension) white flecks (U.26). Retaining that earth involved sealing the former northwest
doorway by the construction of U.17 and 18. The latter joins U.1 on the south and continues for 2.9m
north at which point it intersects U.17, the new northern perimeter wall. The northwest corner formed
in this process is inset 0.25m for a distance of 0.7m south of the U.17/18 junction. Unit 17 runs 0.3m
north of U.4, Str. 202-11-1st’s northern foundation during TS.2. Unit 17 extends 3m east from the
platform’s northwest corner after which it steps back 0.2m to the south to join a 0.3m-tall wall (U.16)
that continues 1.3m east from its junction with U.17. Unit 16 is built against U.15, the northern footing
of Room 3. The latter foundation may still may projected 0.1m above U.16. A stone floor (U.28)
surfaces the summit of Room 1 for 1.55-1.85m south from U.17 (narrowing from west-to-east). A
0.14m-tall, 0.35m-wide shelf (U.30) was built against Room 1’s east wall (U.3). Unit 30 runs for 1.1m
north from the chamber’s southeast interior corner. On the east, Room 3’s southeast door was also
filled in, its interior being filled with dirt (U.27). A stone surface (U.23) now fronts Room 3 on the east.
Unit 23 extends 0.95m east from Room 3 for a distance of 1.7m north of the chamber’s southeast
exterior corner. North of that point the floor narrows to 0.2m across, terminating against the south
flank of U.16. It is unclear if Room 2 was also filled in now. If so, then Str. 202-11-1st was a roughly ‘Cshaped’ platform with a 0.5m-wide, 1.15m-deep gap separating its northeast and southeast extensions.
The low step-up fronting this gap (U.12) was apparently still visible. Overall, the platform now
encompassed 4m east-west by 5m north-south.
Beyond these additions there is evidence of constructions that were raised north and west of
the platform. A 0.25m-high by 0.2m-wide wall (U.22) projects 1.05m north from U.16. Unit 22 joins
U.16 at a point 0.8m west of the latter’s east end. It might have been a foundation for a surface-level

building of which U.20 and 21, located 0.5m to the west, were a part. These two constructions are 0.2m
tall and form a rough ‘L-shape’ set immediately north of U.17. Unit 20 runs for 1.5m along U.17’s north
face, U.21 then projecting 0.5m to the northwest at an orientation of ca. 342 degrees from U.20’s
eastern terminus. Unit 20 ends on the east at the point where U.17 steps south to join U.16. One result
Of these building efforts was to create a space measuring 1.05m north-south by 0.35-0.8m across
(widening from south-to-north).
Unit 19 is a 0.32m-tall by 0.21m-wide wall that extends 1m west from its intersection with U.18
at the south margin of the northwest inset corner. Located 0.4m south of U.20 and 0.75m west of U.18
are two short (0.55-0.78m long) walls (U.24 and 25) that are 0.15m tall. Units 24 and 25 are 0.2m apart.
It may be that U.19 was raised in part to shelter the activities that were occurring around U.24 and U.25
immediately to the south. What those tasks were is unclear.
A low wall (U.31) projects at least 0.5m northwest from Str. 202-11-1st’s southwest corner,
running at an angle of approximately 299 degrees. The significance of this construction is uncertain. It
may have been a foundation for a surface-level building that was raised against the platform’s west side
during TS.3. No other evidence of this putative building was found.
The architecture erected now was, for the most part, fabricated using a mix of river cobbles and
angular rocks set in a mud mortar. Faced stones make up the majority of the rocks comprising U.21
while only angular stones were noted in U.25. The flatter faces of all of these rocks were directed
outwards.
Time Span 4
After Str. 202-11-1st was abandoned roughly 0.2m of S.2 was laid down, at least south of the
building (see TS.1 for a description of this earth). A 0.07-0.18m-thick, moderately hard-compacted, finetextured, dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2. A few tiny (0.01m or less on their longest
dimensions) stones are found in S.1. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light concentration of rocks
(F.1) that likely fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-12
Structure 202-12 is in the southwestern quadrant of Site PVN 202, 1m northeast of Str. 202-11,
southwest of, and possibly connected by construction with, Str. 202-102, and 39m southwest of Str.
202-2, the large platform that closes off the south side of the principal plaza. The terrain over which Str.
202-12 was raised ascends 0.5m across 4.7m from southeast-to-northwest and roughly 0.3m across 5m
from northeast-to-southwest. Excavations here within Subop. 202NR, NS, and NT uncovered 20m2,
exposing about two-thirds of the edifice’s final version. Digging reached maximum depths of 1.3m and
1.17m below modern ground surface into construction fill and beyond architecture, respectively. Two
building phases were identified in the course of this work which was directed by E. Brady during March
24-April 18, 2008.
Time Spans

Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3, 6

-

2

Str. 202-12-2nd

U.8, 12

-

-

3

Str. 202-12-1st

U.1-7, 9-10, 13 -

-

4

Str. 202-12-1st

U.11

S.2, 3-5

F.5

5

-

-

-

F.2-4

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event chronicled in the vicinity of Str. 202-12 is the deposition of at least 0.15m of a
soft-compacted, fine-textured, light gray ashy soil (S.6; its base was not found). Stratum 6 was only
clearly identified in relatively deep excavations pursued off Str. 202-12-1st’s southeast side where it was
traced for 1m northwest-southeast. It maintained a relatively level upper surface across this distance
though it may have risen 0.25m by 3.6m to the northwest (the intervening area was not excavated).
Digging off the building’s northwest flank uncovered a coarse-textured, light brown soil (S.3)
that varied in compactness but consistently contained many small (0.01m or less on their longest
dimensions) pebbles. Stratum 3 is at least 0.42m thick (its base was not identified) and runs under TS.3
architecture by, minimally, 0.17m, burying Str. 202-12-1st’s northwest basal wall (U.4) by an estimated
0.3m. As S.3 resumed accumulating during TS.4 it is difficult to determine how much of this earth was
laid down now. The 0.3m figure used here is based on the distribution of strata and features assigned to
TS.4 and how much of S.3 would need to be have been introduced at this early date to support these
later remains.
No signs of S.6 were recorded northwest of Str. 202-12-1st nor was S.3 identified southeast of
the building.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-12-2nd is represented in our excavations by U.8 and 12, both of which were buried
by fill (U.10) that is associated with Str. 202-12-1st. Unit 12 is a 0.3m-tall, 0.3m-wide wall that was
exposed for 0.4m running at an orientation of very approximately 17 degrees. Another comparable wall
(U.8; 0.15m wide) intersects U.12 to form what might have been Str. 202-12-2nd’s north corner. Unit 8
was traced for 0.35m to the southeast, running at a right angle to U.12. We tentatively infer that U.8
and 12 were foundations that delimited the northeast and northwest perimeters of a surface-level

building. What little we could see of these early constructions suggests that they were made from a mix
of cobbles and at least roughly shaped tuff blocks. The rocks are set in a mud mortar, the flat faces of
the stones being oriented outwards, in the case of U.12, southwest into the space bordered by U.8 and
12.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-12-1st was raised directly on top of its antecedent and is a platform bordered by
vertical facings (U.2-5) that rise 0.7m (on the northwest) and 1.2m (on the southeast) directly to the
earthen-floored summit. The area encompassed by U.2-5 is 3.6m northwest-southeast by 5m, the
edifice being oriented ca. 15 degrees. The fill contained by these facings varies. Unit 10, concentrated
1.3m northwest of U.2, the southeast basal wall, consists of a very dense packing of medium-to-large
stones, many of which are tuff, that are set in a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil.
The remainder of the hearting exposed to the northwest is largely comprised of an earth that closely
resembles S.6 (U.13; see TS.1 for a description of this soil) in which many fewer stones are embedded.
The superstructure consists of one enclosure that measures 2m northwest-southeast by 4.3m (8.6m2).
The only built-in furniture found in this space is a 0.32m-high, 0.36m-wide wall (U.6) that projects 1.55m
southwest from its abutment with the southwest (interior) facing of the northeast basal wall (U.5). Unit
6 intersects U.5 at a point 1.25m northwest of the room’s east interior corner. Over this 1.25m, U.5
widens from 0.3m to 0.5m across, the rocks forming the upper segment of U.5 having their flat faces
directed to the northeast and southwest. It seems likely that U.5 and 6 in this area, together with the
platform’s southeast basal facing (U.2), define a cubicle covering 1.25m by 1.55m and open to the
southwest.
A 0.52m-tall stone-faced and –surfaced terrace (U.7) fronts Str. 202-12-1st on the southeast.
Unit 7’s tread measures 1.3m northwest-southeast, that surface terminating on the northwest at U.2.
We could not establish that U.7 originally joined with the main platform though this seems likely. A
stone surface (U.9) fronts U.7 for at least 1.8m to the southeast. Unit 9’s full extent was not determined
though it seems to have been cut through on the southeast. This disturbance may be associated with a
human interment that was made in this area.
All architecture raised now was mostly fashioned of river cobbles among which were mixed a
few pieces of tuff. The rocks are set in a mud mortar and their flatter aspects are directed outwards.
Time Span 4
Following Str. 202-12-1st’s abandonment the building was blanketed by as much as 0.54m of a
dense concentration of rocks (U.11) that completely obscured the edifice. On the southeast, the
introduction of U.11 was preceded by the laying down of 0.1m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light
brown clay (F.5) atop U.7’s tread. Feature 5 is coterminous with U.7’s upper surface, abutting and
burying the lower 0.1m of U.2, the platform’s southeast basal facing. As such, F.5’s introduction may
represent an early episode in the entombment of Str. 202-12-1st or the fortuitously preserved floor that
was underlain by the stone surface that backs U.7 to the northwest. Blanketing the U.9 stone floor is
0.14-0.27m of a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil (S.2) that contains numerous

small white flecks. Stratum 2 ascends 0.18m over 2m from southeast-to-northwest, covering all but the
uppermost 0.08m of U.7. A hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown clay (S.4) was recorded 1.1m
southeast of the southeastern-most recorded extent of the portion of S.2 that was laid down now.
Stratum 4 apparently replaces lower S.2 in this area and extends 0.6m northwest of the southeastern
excavation limits; it is at least 0.25m thick (its base was not found).
An additional ca. 0.5 of S.3 was likely introduced during TS.4 off Str. 202-12-1st’s northwest side
where it covered everything but the topmost 0.3m of U.4, the platform’s northwest basal wall.
Embedded in this upper portion of S.3 is a 0.08-0.14m-thick lens (S.5) composed of soft-compacted,
coarse-textured, light gray ashy soil. Stratum 5 extends 1.4m southeast from the excavation limits,
where it abuts U.4 at a point 0.42m below the top of that wall. This layer had apparently been cut
through over a distance of 0.6m northwest-southeast, beginning 0.1m northwest of U.4, seemingly
during the interment of 2 individuals. Those burials came to rest at a point equivalent to the base of U.4
Time Span 4 apparently witnessed the formal termination of Str. 202-12-1st. All of the
distinctive architectural elements that marked the cultural origins of this building were obscured
beneath stones and earth. The result was to convert what had been a distinct building into something
resembling a low hill, an effect that would only have been accentuated as soil formed in the interstices
of the rocks and vegetation took root in that dirt. The three burials recovered off the platform’s
northwest and southeast sides may well have been interred after S.5’s deposition but before the
additions made to S.3 and the laying down of S.2 and 4 northwest and southeast of the platform,
respectively.
Time Span 5
A pit (F.4) measuring 1.75m across northwest-southeast was dug into S.4 and lower S.2 at a
point 2m southeast of Str. 202-12-1st’s southeast terrace (U.7). Feature 4 is at least 0.3m deep near its
center (its base was not clearly identified) and is filled with a moderately-hard-compacted, moderately
fine-textured, light brown soil that contains a high density of artifacts, mostly pottery sherds (F.3).
Feature 3 continues northwest for 2m outside F.4 at which point this sherd-rich layer encounters and
covers the top of U.7. Across this distance F.3 is 0.08-0.14m thick and rides over the sloping surface of
lower S.2, ascending 0.15m from southeast-to-northwest. Feature 3 does not seem to have overtopped F.4’s southeastern flank. Set on the northwest margin of F.4 is what may be the remnants of a
stone construction (F.2). Feature 2 was not well enough preserved to be identified in the original
excavations. Instead it was identified in the course of drawing the section of the trench that was cut
over Str. 202-12 from southeast-to-northwest. Here it appeared as the remnants of a 0.6m-high by
0.7m-wide wall the orientation of which we could not infer. Feature 2’s densely packed rocks protrude
down at least 0.14m into underlying S.6 and rise 0.3m above the top of F.4. The architectural and
behavioral significance of F.2 is unclear.
It appears that well after Str. 202-12-1st was no longer in use as a free-standing building an
extensive, if not necessarily, deep pit was dug off what had been the edifice’s southeast side. Soon after
a stone block standing 0.6m high by 0.7m across was erected within this space. Finally the pit was filled

with, primarily, ceramic debris that came to be dispersed beyond its borders to the northwest. Str. 20212-1st was, therefore, still a locus for activities even if the building itself was obscured from view.
Time Span 6
This interval dates to the cessation of human activities on and around the former site of Str.
202-12-1st. Between 0.1-0.27m of a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil containing a
scattering of small white flecks (a continuation of S.2) was now found overlying architecture and the
strata as well as features introduced here during earlier intervals. Capping S. 2 is a 0.08-0.16m-thick
hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, dark brown humus horizon (S.1). Embedded in S.1 and
upper St.2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely eroded out of the U.11 stone
pile.
Structure 202-15
Structure 202-15 is on the south edge of Site PVN 202, 6.5m west of Str. 202-119 and 1.5m east
of Str. 202-22. Structure 202-2, which borders the settlement’s principal plaza on the south, is 46m to
the northeast. The terrain over which Str. 202-15-1st was raised ascends 0.16m across 7m from southto-north and ca.0.15m across 6.5m from east-to-west. Excavations conducted here within Subop.
202HJ, HK, HL, HV, HZ, IA, and IC uncovered 45m2 in the course of clearing about two-thirds of the
edifice’s final form. Digging was pursued to maximum depths of 0.45m and 0.9m below modern ground
surface within and beyond construction, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the
course of this work which was directed by M. Hostenske from April 15-23, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4

-

2

Str. 202-15-Sub1

U.1-3

-

-

3

-

-

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-15-1st

U.4-10, 15

-

-

5

Str. 202-15-1st

U.11-14 , 16

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1

Dates

The first activity for which we have evidence in the environs of Str. 202-15 is the deposition of at
least 0.29m of a brown (10YR 4/3), silty clay loam (S.4; its base was not encountered). Stratum 4 rises
0.16m over 10m from south-to-north. Stratum 4’s upper surface served as the ground level above
which Str. 202-15-Sub1 was erected.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-15-Sub1 is bounded by stone walls (U.1-3) that stand 0.34-0.61m tall and are 0.30.55m wide. It is unclear if these constructions were foundations delimiting a surface-level building or if
they served as facings for a low platform. Overall, the edifice that they helped constitute covers 3.8m
east-west by at least 2.4m north-south (its southern limit is apparently covered by TS.4 architecture) and
is aligned ca. 10 degrees. Units 1 through 3 were fashioned primarily of river cobbles among which
three faced blocks were found in U.2, Str. 202-15-Sub1’s northern wall. All of these rocks are set in a
mud mortar, their flatter aspects looking outwards.
Time Span 3
During this interval 0.18-0.4m of a grayish brown (10YR 5/2) silty loam (U.3) was laid down atop
S.4. On the north, this deposit covered all but the uppermost 0.15m of Str. 202-15-Sub1’s U.1-3. It may
be that this earth was introduced as fill to raise ground level and largely cover pre-existing construction.
A similar pattern was seen at Str. 202-43 which is 12.5m to the southeast.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-15-1st was, at this time, a platform defined by vertical stone facings (U.4-7) that
rise 0.5-0.75m directly to the summit. The fill contained by these walls is, at least in its upper 0.31m, a
brown earth (U.15). The eastern facing (U.7) does not follow a straight course north-south. Rather,
after running 1.9m north from the platform’s southeast corner it steps back 0.55m westward before it
resumes its northward course for 0.9m. Unit 7 then jogs west again for 0.2m before turning north for
0.65m to form Str. 202-15-1st’s northeast corner with U.4, the north basal wall. The earthen-floored
summit covers 10m2 and is dominated by a 0.3m-high bench that is bordered by stone facings on the
east (U.9) and north (U.10). This construction fills the superstructure’s southwest corner, projecting
1.8m north from the south summit wall (U.6) and 3.3m east from U.5, the western wall. Unit 10, the
north facing, has an indentation measuring 0.8m across east-west by 0.3-0.5m deep set into its
approximate center. This niche narrows to 0.5m wide at is southern edge. What may be the remains of
an earlier construction (U.8) was uncovered 0.25m north of U.10. Unit 8 is a 0.5m-wide, 0.23m-high wall
that runs at a slightly different orientation than the northern facing (U.4; 101 degrees for U.4 as versus
93 degrees for U.10). The bases of U.4 and 10 are within 0.08m of each other, suggesting that the
former might have been added to expand the platform northward by 0.9m and to change its alignment.
Overall, by the end of TS.4, Str. 202-15-1st was a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that
measured 3.95m north-south by, maximally, 5.2m, and was oriented roughly 101 degrees. The earthenfloored superstructure consists of one room that encompasses 10m2 and has a 0.3m-high stone-faced
bench built into its southwest interior corner. This construction covers 1.8m north-south by 3.3m and

has a niche measuring 0.8m across by 0.3-0.5m-deep near the center of its north face. It is possible that
this version of the platform was preceded by one that measured 3.05x5.2m, an additional 0.9m being
added to the north at some point during this interval. Architecture raised now was fashioned primarily
using river cobbles though a faced block was recorded in U.5, the platform’s western basal facing. All of
the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 5
During this interlude a 0.4m-high by 0.45m-wide wall (U.12) was erected 0.4m west of, and
running parallel to, the platform’s western facing (U.5). Unit 12 was exposed for 5.25m running northsouth. Its south end was not uncovered though we infer that it terminated at a point equal, and ran
back east, to the platform’s southwest corner. A 0.6m-wide wall (U.13) spans the 0.4m between U.5
and U.12, connecting to U.5 at a point 0.1m south of the platform’s northwest corner. On the north
U.12 apparently joins with U.16 which runs at least 3.1m to the east (its eastern terminus was not
found). Unit 16 seems to run over U.1 (see TS.2) and then to rest atop an earthen surface backing U.2.
The latter was the northern perimeter wall of Str. 202-15-Sub1 (raised in TS.2). Unit 2 still projected
0.15m above the top of S.3 (laid down in TS.3) and as such might well have served as the basal riser in a
series of three steps ascending south towards the platform. The tread of this inferred riser measures
0.6m across north-south and ends on the south in U.16. The latter stands 0.23m above U.2 and extends
1.85m to the south where it encounters U.11. That riser ascends 0.1m towards the summit and
measures 0.29m across. Unit 4, the platform’s northern basal wall, projects 0.26m above U.11’s tread.
Located 1m south of the Str. 202-15-1st platform is a 0.2m-high block of stones that are set on
end (U.14) and which measures 0.8m on a side. Unit 14 is oriented very approximately 285 degrees.
As TS.5 drew to a close, Str. 202-15-1st now covered 6.75m north-south by 6.05m east-west
(including the northern steps and U.12 on the west). While the building’s orientation and
superstructure remained unchanged, it was now fronted on the north by three stone-faced steps that
rise in increments of 0.15m, 0.23m, and 0.1m towards the summit. The platform’s northern basal wall
was still visible for 0.26m and likely served as a step-up to the superstructure. These risers’ earthen
treads measure 0.6m, 1.85m, and 0.29m across. A 0.2m-tall block of stones measuring 0.8m on a side
was raised now at a point 1m south of the building. This construction is aligned very roughly 285
degrees. All architecture dating to TS.5 was made primarily from river cobbles that were laid flat and set
in a mud mortar. Cut blocks were recorded, however, among these river-rounded stones in U.11 and
16. In addition, the rocks used to form U.14 were set on end and not laid horizontally. The vertical
aspects of the rocks comprising U.11, 12, and 16 were generally directed outwards.
Time Span 6
Fully 0.12-0.24m of a brown (7.5YR 4/2) silty loam (S.2) was deposited atop S.3 south of Str. 20215-1 during this interval which postdates the edifice’s abandonment. Stratum 1, a dark gray (10YR 4/1)
humus overlies S.2 on the south by 0.08-0.19m and S.3 on the north by as much as 0.4m. Embedded in
S.1 and 2 is a moderately light concentration of rocks (F.1) that tumbled from final-phase architecture.
st

Structure 202-18
Structure 202-18 is in the southern portion of Site PVN 202, 0.9m west of Str. 202-119, 2m west
of Str. 202-15, and 43m southwest of Str. 202-2, the latter marking the south side of the principal plaza.
Digging here within 202DA, EN, and EO uncovered 42m2 in the course of clearing about 90% of the
edifice. Excavations were pursued to maximum depths of 0.8m and 0.34m within and beyond
architecture, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the course of this work which was
directed by Y. Desailly-Chanson from February 2-March 23, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4

-

2

-

-

S.3

-

3

Str. 202-18-1st

U.1-11

-

-

4

Str. 202-18-1st

U.12-14

-

F.2

5

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
It was at this time that as much as 0.14m of a coarse-textured, culturally sterile, red-brown clay
(S.4) was laid down (the base of this layer was not identified). Several large rocks were found embedded
in S.4. Stratum 4 was exposed at the base of a probe dug between U.6 and 7 within and beneath
architectural fill (U.9). Over the 1.27m this soil was uncovered, it ascended 0.27m east-to-west. Most
likely this earth constitutes the western extension of S.8 that was encountered between Strs. 202-119
and 18 (described under the heading of the former edifice). If so, then this red-brown clay rose 0.43m
across 4m east-to-west.
Time Span 2
Stratum 4 was covered by 0.22-0.45m of a dark gray, hard-compacted, coarse-textured,
powdery soil (S.3). This may constitute the western extension of S.6 that was exposed between Str. 20218 and 202-119. If this was the case, then this earth layer rose 0.16m across 4.86m from east-to-west.
The large quantity of cultural materials recovered from S.3 (2,488 pottery sherds/excavated m3)
strongly points to a significant human presence in the area when S.3 was being laid down. Most likely,
S.3 was introduced as a fill to raise the ground surface atop which Str. 202-18-1st would be raised (see
the discussion of similar soils laid down before Str. 202-119-1st was built).

Time Span 3
Structure 202-18-1st is a platform the basal facings (U.1-6, 8) of which rise 0.45-0.64m directly to
the summit. The fill they contain varies in the two places where we encountered it. Between U.2 and 7
in the southern part of the building it consists of a hard-compacted, gritty, gray-brown clay (U.9).
Moving 0.4m to the west, between U.6 and 7, the fill (U.10) is comprised of a clay that is distinguished
from U.9 by its darker gray-to-black color. Very few stones were recorded in either U.9 or 10. Overall,
the platform assumes a ‘T’-shape, the northern ‘cross-bar’ measuring 1.95 north-south by 5.9m and
bordered by U.3, 4, 5, and 8 on the east, north, west, and south. The ‘leg’ of this figure projects 2.6m
south from near the center of the north element (U.8), is defined by U.1, 2, and 6, and encompasses
4.12m east-west. This southern segment supports two earthen-floored enclosures (Rooms 1 and 2) that
are set in an east-west line and separated by a wall (U.7) that is 0.45m wide. Unit 7’s base is equivalent
in depth to that of the southern segment’s east facing (U.2), 0.21m lower than the basal measurement
for the west wall of the platform (U.6). The significance of this pattern is unclear. It may signify that U.6
was added later to southern Str. 202-18-1st, the original southern part of the platform being defined by
U.2, 7, and the part of the southern facing (U.1) that connects these walls. In any event, the eastern of
the two compartments (Room 1), covers 1.15x2.15m while its western neighbor (Room 2) encompasses
1.3x2.2m. No built-in furniture was recorded in either space. Room 3 in the northern portion of the
superstructure measures 1.1m north-south by 4.03m. Most of its interior is taken up by a 0.19m-tall
stone-faced and -surfaced bench (U.11) that encompasses 0.7m wide north-south. This construction
was seemingly fully integrated with U.8, the chamber’s southern wall, and extends 3.25m west from
U.3, Room 3’s eastern border. A 0.4m-wide sliver of the chamber’s earthen floor borders U.11 on the
north while immediately west of that bench is an open area of 1m2 within the enclosure.
By the end of TS.3. Str. 202-18-1st was an earth-filled, stone-faced platform that stood 0.450.64m tall, had a ‘T-shape,’ and was oriented ca. 7 degrees. The northern part of the edifice measures
1.95x5.9m while its southern ‘leg’ extends 2.6m south from near the center of the northern ‘cross-bar’
and is 4.12m wide east-west. The summit supports three earthen-floored compartments. The two atop
the southern ‘leg’ measure 2.5m2 and 2.9m2 on the east and west, respectively. Neither of these
enclosures contained built-in furniture. Room 3, sitting on the top of the northern segment,
encompasses 4.4m2 and is largely filled by a 0.19m-tall stone-faced and –surfaced bench that extends
0.7m north of the compartment’s south wall and 3.25m west from its eastern border. So large is this
construction that there is very little open floor space left within Room 3; an area measuring 0.4m across
bordering the bench on the north and an open area covering 1m2 off the bench’s west side. All
architecture raised now is composed primarily of river cobbles among which are found some angular
rocks. At least one cut block was recorded forming the foundation for the platform’s southwest corner
(the junction of U.1 and 6). All of these rocks were set in a mud mortar and their flatter aspects are
generally oriented outwards.
Time Span 4
During this interval Str. 202-18-1st retained its earlier form and organization. The major change
was the construction of a 0.25m-high stone-faced terrace (U.13) that projects 0.7m north from U.4, the
platform’s northern basal facing. Unit 4 probably still rose 0.3m above the tread of U.13. This

construction runs the full east-west length of U.4 though its eastern and western side walls slant in to
the northwest and northeast, respectively. This results in U.13 having a north face that is 4.55m long,
shorter than the 5.9m length of U.4.
On the south a stone pavement (U.14) now extends maximally 1.5m from U.1, the southern
basal wall. Unit 14 has a somewhat irregular outline though it seems to have joined U.1 at Str. 202-181st’s southeast corner and at a point 0.6m east of the building’s southwest corner.
A 0.2m-high, 0.3m-wide construction (U.12) was built against Str. 202-18-1st’s west side now.
Unit 12 projects 1m south of the junction of U.6 and 8 (the western indentation marking where the
platform’s southern ‘leg’ joins the northern ‘cross bar’). It may be that this construction served as a step
providing access to the building’s summit.
Within the 1m2 open space bordering the U.11 bench on the west were found large quantities
of sizable bajareque fragments (F.2). Many of these pieces are reported by the excavator to have borne
marks of the sticks they were applied to and some were found against the chamber’s walls. This led Y.
Desailly-Chanson to the reasonable conclusion that the western 1m2 of Room 4 served as an oven by
the end of the edifice’s use-life.
Structure 202-18-1st, therefore, ended TS.4 much as it had TS.3. The major differences were
that a 0.25m-high stone-faced terrace now projected 0.7m north of the building while an irregular stone
surface extended maximally 1.5m south of it. A 0.2m-tall stone step set against the building’s west side,
at the juncture of the northern and southern building segments may well have served as a step leading
to Str. 202-18-1st’s summit. On that summit an oven, consisting of bajareque walls raised on a stone
foundation, may have occupied the western 1m2 of Room 3 on the northern summit. Whether the rest
of the building was still occupied while these fires burned is unclear. Architecture raised now was
largely built from cobbles that are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards. Some
angular rocks were mixed with these river-worn stones.
Time Span 5
After Str. 202-18-1st was abandoned, 0.18m of a dark gray-brown to black clay (S.2) was laid
down. A 0.1-0.21m-thick dark gray brown-to-black humus horizon (S.1) subsequently formed atop S.2,
the two soil levels covering all but the uppermost stones from TS.3 architecture. Embedded in S.1 and 2
is a moderately light concentration of rocks (F.1) that almost certainly fell from that construction.
Structure 202-22
Structure 202-22 is on the south margin of Site PVN 202’s southwest quadrant, 1m east of Str.
202-85, 1.5m west of Str. 202-15, and 52.5m southwest of Str. 202-2, the large building that closes off
the principal plaza’s south flank. The terrain above which Str. 202-22-1st was raised rises 0.2m across
8.5m from south-to-north. Digging here within Subop. 202KA-KD, NA, and NK cleared around 47m2,
about two-thirds of the edifice being uncovered in this process. Excavations were pursued to maximum
depths of 0.4m and 1.6m below modern ground surface within and outside architecture, respectively.

One major building phase was identified in the course of this work which was overseen by C. Haggerty
with help from P. Urban and E. Schortman from February-April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.10

-

2

-

-

S.7

-

3

-

-

S.4-6, 9

-

4

Str. 202-22-1st

U.1-23

-

F.2, 7

5

Str. 202-22-1st

-

S.8, 9

F.3-5

6

-

-

S.1-3

F.1, 6

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in excavations conducted on and around Str. 202-22 is the
deposition of at least 0.07m of a hard-compacted, red-brown clay (S.10; its base was not identified).
Stratum 10 was revealed within a 0.5x0.5m probe that was dug south of the building, the layer rising
0.04m over 0.5m from south to-north across this distance. This distinctive clay was found at 1.01m
below modern ground surface, as measured from the southwest corner of Subop. 202KA, the 1m-wide
trench that bisected Str. 202-22. No cultural material was recovered from this limited exposure of S.10,
a situation that is replicated in other areas throughout Site PVN 202 where a very similar earth was
encountered. Most likely, S.10 is part of an extensive clay deposit that accumulated in place prior to the
initiation of major human occupation at the center.
Time Span 2
The oldest event attested to north of Str. 202-22 is the laying down of at least 0.1m of a
moderately soft-compacted, fine-textured, light tan sand mottled with numerous flecks of black clay
(S.7; its base was not identified). Stratum 7 retained a level surface over the 1m it was exposed north of
the edifice. As S.7’s upper surface is at the same depth as the top of S.10, 9.7m to the south, it seems
that either the latter was truncated in the area where S.7 was found or that S.10 leveled out somewhere
in the intervening area. In either case, S.7 likely overlies S.10 though we did not establish this
interpretation.
Time Span 3

North of Str. 202-22, S.7 was blanketed by 0.15-0.17m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured,
brown clay that is mottled with many white inclusions that measure up to 0.06m on their longest
dimension (S.6). Stratum 6 presents an even upper surface over the 1x1m it was revealed except for
one exception. At a point 0.58m south of Subop. 202KA’s northwest corner a ‘finger’ of S.6 projects
0.2m up into the overlying S.5. This intrusion is 0.07m wide north-south. Covering S.6 is 0.24m of a
hard-compacted, fine-textured, dark brown/black clay (S.5) that is culturally sterile. As with its
predecessor, S.5 has a level upper surface. The last event in this sequence is the deposition of 0.40.45m of soft-compacted, fine-textured, gray ash that is rich in artifacts (S.4). Stratum 4 ascends 0.05m
across 1m from south-to-north.
On the south, S.10 is covered by 0.84m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown clay that
contains many small white flecks (S.9). Stratum 9 closely resembles S.6 on the north. It may be that
they were once joined in a continuous deposit, the uppermost (roughly 0.6m) portions of the stratum
being removed and replaced with S.5 and 6 north of Str. 202-22-1st. Why this should be the case is
unclear. It may be that the aforementioned building was raised atop an area where pits had been dug
into S.6/9, possibly to extract clay, those declivities later filled in to provide a level surface for Str. 20222-1st’s construction.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-22-1st is a platform that is bordered on all sides by vertical facings (U.1-6) that rise
directly to the earthen-floored summit. The western flank of the edifice does not define a straight line.
Unit 2 extends 3.5m south from its intersection with U.1 that forms the building’s northwest corner. At
this point, the facing, in the form of U.4, jogs back 1.3m to the east where it encounters U.5. The latter
then runs an estimated 3.15m to the south where it forms the southwest platform corner with U.6 (Unit
5 was only exposed in limited, discontinuous segments and so this reconstruction remains tentative).
There are hints that the original platform might have been defined by U.3, 5, 6, and 20, constituting a
building that encompassed 4.87m north-south by 6.3m. Units 1-4 would then have been parts of an
addition that extended 6.7m west from a northward extension of the earlier construction’s east facing
(U.3) and ran 3.5m south, intersecting its putative predecessor at a point 0.8m south of its northwest
corner. The evidence for this reconstruction is tentative, mostly consisting of the substantial nature of
U.20 and signs that U.5 continued north of its junction with U.4 on the west. The interpretation does
have the advantage of accounting for the observation that the summit north of U.20 (on the possible
addition) is 0.2m lower than it is south of that wall (the top of the alleged earlier platform). The fill
contained by these facings (U.23) consists in the limited areas it was exposed of a hard-compacted gray
ash that contains numerous artifacts, especially pottery sherds. A distinct, 0.02m-thick line of these
pottery fragments (F.2) is embedded in U.23 at an estimated 0.07m below the inferred level of the
southern summit. The flat placement of F.2’s sherds may indicate that they served as part of a subfloor
that was subsequently covered by dirt.
The northern summit supports five compartments (Rooms 1-5). These are defined by the
exposed upper portions of the basal walls (U.1-4) and stone footings (U.8-11), the latter being as much
as 0.3m high by 0.2-0.35m wide. Room 1 is nestled in the southwest portion of the northern summit,
set against what we tentatively identify as the original platform’s northwest exterior corner (the

junction of U.5 and 20). Unit 4 bounds the chamber on the south, U.2 on the west, and U.8 and 9 on the
north and east, respectively. This ‘L-shaped’ compartment encompasses 2.1m2 and was entered
through a 0.75m-wide door in its northeast corner. A low stone step (U.7) measuring 0.6m north-south,
projects 0.25m west from its junction with U.2. This riser is located 0.15m south of the platform’s
northwest corner and leads directly to a 0.6m-wide corridor (designated Room 2) that borders Room 1
for 1.1m on the north. This passage leads directly to the aforementioned doorway. Room 3 borders
Room 1 on the east, encompasses 0.9x1.7m and was accessed off the Room 2 passageway through a
0.4m-wide door in its northwest corner. Immediately to the east of Room 3, Room 4 covers 1.5x1.8 and
may have been entered through a door measuring 0.35m wide in its northeast corner. The foundation
(U.11) that delimits Room 4 on the east has a nook shape. Unit 11 runs 1.3m north from its intersection
with U.20 before turning to extend 0.5m to the west after which it runs 0.65m to the south. The space
contained within the ‘hook’ covers 0.15x0.35 and is open on the south. Room 4’s eastern neighbor,
Room 5, covers 1.5x1.8m and has a niche measuring 0.6m east-west by 0.15m deep in its north wall (the
interior [south] face of U.1). A low, 0.2m-wide wall (U.12) occupies the center of this chamber. It is
aligned with the niche, runs 0.6m north-south, and stops 0.3m shy (north) of U.20. An outset staircase
composed of U.18 and 19 is located near the center of Str. 202-22-1st’s north face. These two risers
ascend in increments of 0.2m and are 0.32m and are 0.37m wide. The staircase projects 0.69m north of
U.1 and covers 1.95m east-west. Rooms 3 and 4 look north over U.18 and 19 and both compartments
were likely open on this side.
Passage from the northern summit to its southern counterpart involved stepping up and over
the still-visible 0.2m that U.20 projected above the floors of the northern rooms (U.20 is the inferred
northern facing of the core platform onto which Rooms 1-5 may have been appended). Located 0.31m
south of U.20’s north face, U.21 rises 0.21m above the former wall. Unit 21 seems to have been a 0.4mwide foundation for a perishable upper wall that spanned the south summit’s north side. The southern
summit supports two enclosures set in an east-west line and divided from each other by a low, 0.7mwide foundation (U.15). West of U.15, Room 7 covers 1.9x2.65m. Room 6 to the east encompasses
1.7x2.75m. This chamber was seemingly bordered on the east by a bench (U.22) that runs the full
2.75m north-south length of the compartment. Unit 22 is 1.35m wide east-west. Movement between
Rooms 6 and 7 was probably originally through a 1m-wide gap between U.15 and 21. This breach was
first narrowed by the erection of a 0.23m-high block of stones (U.14) that measures 0.42m north-south
by 0.7-1.05m (narrowing from north-to-south). Unit 14 was appended to U.15’s north side.
Subsequently, a low, 0.1m-wide wall (U.13) spanned the 0.3-0.5m between U.14 on the south and U.21
on the north. Unit 13 is unlikely to have posed much of an obstacle to movement through this passage
and it may be that U.14 simply served to narrow the door for which U.13 was now part of the threshold.
Units 16 and 17 are two, 0.25m-tall, 0.31-0.35m-wide walls that together extend 1.7m east from U.15 to
encounter the U.22 bench. Unit 16 joins U.15 at the latter’s northeast corner. A niche measuring 0.9m
east-west by 0.31m deep is open to the north and bordered by U.16 on the south and U.14 and 17 on
the west and east, respectively.
A 0.2m-high possible terrace facing (F.7) was very tentatively identified 0.35m south of U.6, the
platform’s south basal wall. This riser was recognized in the north-south section drawn across the
edifice’s center but did not clearly continue to the west or east of this point.

Structure 202-22-1st possibly started as a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that is 0.42-0.6m tall,
encompasses 4.87m north-south by 6.3m, and is aligned roughly 284 degrees (north and south facings)
and 1 degree (east and west basal walls). The earthen-floored superstructure consists of two chambers
(Rooms 6 and 7) arranged in an east-west line. The summit floor may have been underlain by a sherd
layer that served as support for the 0.07m of dirt that comprised the actual pedestrian surface. Room 7
on the west encompasses 5m2 while its eastern neighbor (Room 6) covers 4.7m2. These compartments
are separated by a low, 0.7m-wide foundation, passage between them being through what started as a
1m-wide door that connected Room 7’s northeast corner with Room 6’s northwest corner. This gap was
eventually narrowed to 0.3-0.5m across. Whereas Room 7 does not contain obvious built-in furniture a
low bench is built against Room 6’s east side. This construction is 2.75m long north-south by 1.35m
across. At some point in Room 6’s history the enclosure was divided into two spaces by the erection of a
0.25m-high by 0.31-0.35m-wide wall that spanned the 1.7m east-west dimension of the chamber. The
area north of this footing encompasses 0.9m2 and has a niche measuring 0.9m east-west by 0.31m deep
set near the center of its south wall. The newly constituted southern portion of Room 6 covers 2.6m2.
A 0.2m-tall terrace might have been erected 0.35m south of the platform’s south facing.
A 0.4m-tall addition was later erected against, and wraps around the west side of, the original
platform’s north face, intersecting that edifice at its northeast corner and at a point 0.7m south of its
northwest corner. This earthen-floored annex supports five compartments (Room 1-5) that are
bounded by footings that are as much as 0.3m tall by 0.2-0.35m wide. Room 1 in the southwest portion
of the addition covers 2.1m2 and was entered through a 0.75m-wide door in its northeast corner. Room
2 is a 0.6m-wide corridor that runs for 1.1m along the north side of Room 1 and leads from a low step,
placed against the addition’s northwest corner, to the aforementioned door. The remaining chambers
are set in an east-west-line, bordered by the core platform’s north face on the south. They measure
(from west-to-east) 1.5m2 (Room 3), 2.7m2 (Room 4), and 2.7m2 (Room 5). Rooms 3-5 may have been
open on the north, Rooms 3 and 4 overlooking a staircase. The latter projects 0.69m north of the
addition’s north face, measures 1.95m east-west, its risers ascending to the annex’s summit in
increments of 0.2m from north-to-south. Passing from Rooms 1-5 to Rooms 6 and 7 atop the original
platform’s summit involved stepping up and over the still-visible 0.2m upper portion of the core
platform’s north face and then probably through a door set in the perishable wall that likely surmounted
the 0.21m-tall by 0.4m-wide footing that now runs across the core platform’s north side. The location of
the putative passageway was not determined.
The architecture raised dring TS.4 is composed of a mix of cobbles and angular tuff rocks. The
flatter aspects of these stones are generally directed outwards and all of the stones are set in a mud
mortar.
Time Span 5
It is unclear if Str. 202-22-1st was still occupied at this time. From what we can infer, an
additional ca. 0.2m of S.9 was laid down south of the building covering all but about 0.12m of U.6, the
platform’s southern basal wall. Into this clay a pit (F.4) measuring 2m across north-south by, maximally,
0.25m deep was dug. Feature 4’s base is defined by a 0.02m-thick layer of pottery sherds above which
there is a 0.06-0.09m-thick deposit of earth that closely resembles S.9 but is more softly compacted.

This dirt may well be composed of material that was redeposited from S.9. Capping that dirt is a 0.020.06m-thick layer of ceramic fragments (F.5) those artifacts, in turn, being blanketed by 0.03-0.09m of a
soft-compacted, black soil (S.8). Stratum 8 infiltrates the F.5 sherd layer. In general, it appears that the
F.4 pit was dug and then filled in with debris (S.8 and F.5) as TS.5 went on.
The core platform’s summit was apparently covered with a 0.02-0.04m-thick sherd layer (F.3)
that rests atop the earthen floor of this part of the superstructure. If it derives from debris tossed atop
Str. 202-22-1st, F.3 might mark the termination of the building’s use. Alternatively, these fragments
might have been introduced as a subfloor analogous to F.2 below them, introduced as part of an effort
to raise the summit surface. If this was the case, it does not seem that the building project was
completed.
Time Span 6
After Str. 202-22-1st and its environs were abandoned 0.18-0.21m of a hard-compacted, finetextured, light brown soil (S.3) that is mottled with a few small (0.01m or less on their longest
dimensions) white flecks was laid down north of the building. Stratum 3 covered all but the uppermost
0.1m of the U.18 step. Fully 0.09-0.2m of a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown earth
(S.2) was deposited atop S.3. Stratum 2 contains numerous tiny (0.01m or less along the greatest
dimensions) white flecks. This layer accumulated to a thickness of 0.02-0.15m atop the F.4 pit south of
the building. A moderately hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, dark brown humus horizon (S.1)
formed to thicknesses of 0.07-0.16m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is F.1, a moderately light (on the
north) to dense concentration of rocks (south) that fell from terminal construction. Intermixed among
the F.1 rocks south of Str. 202-22-1st is yet another layer of closely packed pottery pieces (F.6). Feature
6 is 0.04-0.06m-thick and extends 3.1m from a point 0.38m south of U.6’s north face to the southern
limits of excavation. These sherds probably continue south beyond the area we investigated. The
deposition of numerous pottery fragments on (F.3) and repeatedly south of Str. 202-22-1st (F.4-6) late in
the building’s history strongly suggests that this area had become a common dumping ground for debris,
much if it possibly resulting from pottery production.
Structure 202-23
Structure 202-23 is in the west-central portion of Site PVN 202, 2m west, and connected by
construction, to Str. 202-4, 2m east of Str. 202-109, and 31m west of Str. 202-2, the large platform that
borders Site PVN 202’s principal plaza on the south. As with Str. 202-4, it was discovered on excavation
that Str. 202-23 consists of two separate buildings that are set in a north-south line. The southern
example is designated Str. 202-23A and the ground over which it was built apparently rose 0.4m over
10m west-to-east and was fairly flat over 8m north-south. Structure 202-23B, is 0.9-1.43m to the north
of Str. 202-23A and seems to have been erected atop a low earthen rise that ascended 0.44m over 4.5m
from north-to-south towards Str. 202-23A. This pattern parallels the situation recorded for Str. 202-4B1st, 2m to the east, where that building was also built atop a mound of earth. Excavations on and
around Str. 202-23 within 202OG, OH, OI, OJ, OK, OL, OY, and OZ cleared 63m2 in the course of which
about half of Str. 202-23A-1st and all of Str. 202-23B-1st were exposed. Digging reached a maximum
depth of 0.8m below modern ground surface outside architecture (building fill was not investigated).

One major construction was identified for each edifice in the course of this research which was directed
by J. Hayes from April 8-28, 2004.
Note: While the sequence of Units and Features for each building is distinct, the designations for Strata
are continuous across both edifices.
Structure 202-23A
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4-5

-

2

Str. 202-23A-1st

U.1-16

-

-

3

Str. 202-23A-1st

U.17-23

-

F.2

4

-

-

S.1-3, 5

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
During this period at least 0.11m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown clay (S.4) was
laid down (this layer’s base was not encountered). Stratum 3 was revealed most extensively south of
Str. 202-23A-1st; relatively little of the building’s west and east flanks were uncovered. On the north, S.4
is replaced by a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown clay (S.5) that contains orange stains together
with numerous white flecks that are less than 0.01m on their longest dimension. As S.5 seems to have
resumed accumulating during TS.4, it is difficult to estimate how much of this clay was laid down now.
We infer that at least 0.18m of S.5 was deposited now, its base not having been identified in
excavations. Artifacts recovered from S.4 and lower S.5 point to a human presence in the area when
these soils were being deposited.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-23A-1st was, at this time, a platform that is bordered on the south by a vertical
facing (U.1) that ascended 1.03m to the summit. This wall looks to have stepped back 0.4m north at a
point 7.1m west of the building’s southeast corner. From this point it apparently extended 1m to the
west before returning to something approximating its original east-west line. Limited probing on the
east and west sides of the edifice tentatively suggest that these flanks may have been faced by terraces
(U.2 on the east and U.4 on the west) that rose 0.22m and 0.17. If these were indeed basal risers in a
terrace system, we did not uncover the remainder of those systems. On the north, three risers were
apparently built into the basal facing. Unit 4, the lowest member in the sequence, rises 0.21m and is
0.2m wide. It is succeeded, in turn, by U.14 which ascends 0.3m above U.4’s stone tread, and runs back

south for 0.11m where it encounters U.15. The latter comprises a 0.29m-high step-up to the summit.
Whereas U.4 was exposed running the full east-west length of Str. 202-23A-1st, we were only able to
follow U.14 for 4.75m east of its exposure near the middle of the platform. No clear signs of this second
step were found to the west though it was unclear whether this was because it never existed or had
deteriorated beyond recognition.
Built against the platform’s south facing (U.1) are two rooms built on ancient ground surface
that are set in an east-west line. These compartments are bordered by foundations (U.5-7) that are 0.30.43m high by 0.34-0.54m wide. The total area covered by U.1 and 5-7 is 2.1m north-south by 5.85m
east-west, its interior divided into two compartments (Rooms 1 and 2) by the construction of a 0.11mtall by 0.4m wide footing (U.8). West of U.8, Room 1 encompasses 1.8m north-south by 1.3-1.6m eastwest, narrowing from south-to north. A 0.9m-wide door in Room 1’s southwest corner provided access
to this compartment. East of U.8, Room 2 measures 1.4-1.6m north-south (narrowing east-to-west) by
3.2-3.4m east-west (narrowing from north-to-south). Room 2 is surfaced with stone (U.9).
The platform’s summit was only partially cleared. What was likely a large chamber (Room 3)
covering 4x6.7m encompasses the central and eastern parts of the superstructure. A ‘L-shaped’ stonefaced construction (U. 10 and 11) dominates this space. Unit 10, the north-south-running portion of the
entity, stands 0.6m high and is 2.25m long by 0.85m wide. Unit 11, which projects 1.25m east from
U.10’s south end, is 0.2m tall by 0.85m wide north-south. It may be that U.10 functioned as a bench
whereas U.11 was a shelf attached to its more substantial neighbor. A stone floor (U.12) runs at least
2.3m west from U.10 to what might have been Room 3’s western footing (U.13). The latter is 0.49m
high, 0.6m wide and was traced for 2m northwest from its southeastern terminus over which distance it
was aligned roughly 320 degrees (as compared to the building’s overall orientation of ca. 251 degrees).
The reason for this discrepancy in alignments is unclear. Another stone surface (U.16) was recorded
within the crux of the ‘L’ formed by U.10 and 11 on the west and south. How extensive U.16 was, and
whether it filled the rest of Room 3, are unknown.
Structure 202-23A-1st was, by TS.2’s end, a stone-faced platform that stood 0.8-1.03m tall,
encompassed 5.86m north-south by 10.3m (not including Rooms 1 and 2 on the south), and was aligned
approximately 251 degrees. The east and west flanks may have been ascended by a series of terraces
the basal risers of which are 0.22m and 0.17m high, respectively. While the south flank seems to have
been defined by a single vertical ascent, on the north three risers were built into the platform’s basal
wall. Here the ascents are 0.21m, 0.3m, and 0.29m tall by 0.2m and 0.11m wide. The cleared central
and eastern portions of the summit seem to have been taken up by Room 3. This enclosure covers
27m2 and contains a 0.6m-high stone faced bench in its approximate center. This construction is 2.25m
long north-south by 0.85m wide. Projecting 1.25m east from the bench’s south end is a 0.2m-tall shelf
that is 0.85m wide north-south. A stone floor extends 2.3m west from the bench to the 0.49m-high by
0.6m-wide foundation that likely borders the chamber on this side. Another stone pavement was
recorded in the crux formed by the aforementioned bench and shelf. Whether all of Room 3 was paved
in this manner is uncertain. Two rooms were built on ground surface against the platform’s south flank.
Defined by Str. 202-23A-1st’s south facing on the north, they are delimited by stone footings that are
0.11-0.43m high by 0.34-0.54m wide. The eastern compartment (Room 2) is paved with stones and
covers 5m2 while its western neighbor (Room 2) encompasses 2.6m2. A 0.9m-wide door in Room 1’s

southwest corner provided access to that compartment. How Room 2 was entered is unclear. It was
possibly reached by stepping through a door in the relatively low (0.11m tall) wall that separates these
chambers. No built-in furniture was recorded in Rooms 1 and 2.
All architecture raised now was fashioned primarily using river cobbles though angular pieces of
apparent tuff were commonly recorded in U.4, 5, 7, 9, 10, and 11. All of these rocks are set in a mud
mortar and have their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 3
The basic form and dimensions of Str. 202-23A-1st remained largely unchanged during this
interval. Time Span 3 began with the apparent burning of at least part of Room 3. The U.12 floor in the
area between the U.10 bench and U.13 footing on the west was covered with a thin layer of red earth
(F.2) that seems to have acquired its hue from being exposed to intense heat. Whether the
conflagration was intentional or not is unknown. What is clear is that U.22, a block comprised of stones
that are set vertically, rests atop F.2 and extends 0.75-1.15m east of U.13’s south end (narrowing from
northwest-to-southeast). Unit 22 encompasses 1.05m north-south. Also built about now in the
superstructure is a 0.41m-high by 0.54m-wide wall (U.20) that extends 0.95m south from its abutment
with the south end of the U.10 bench. Unit 21, a 0.34m-tall by 0.28m-wide wall extends at least 0.85m
west of U.20’s southern terminus (the west end of U.21 was not uncovered). One consequence of
raising U.20 and 21 would have been to narrow to 0.27m across the passage from Room 3 west of U.10
to areas of that chamber lying east of that bench. It might have been possible to navigate this narrow
defile to move east-west across Room 3 though it is equally likely that eastern and western Room 3
were now two distinct compartments. The eastern would have covered about 14.4m2 while the area to
the west encompassed 8.6m2. The U.16 floor contained by U.10 and 11 on the west and south was now
resurfaced with another layer of stones (U.19).
On the south, the door leading into Room 1 was sealed by setting stones (U.17) within this 0.9m
wide (east-west) passage. It is not clear if Rooms 1 and 2 were now filled, creating a 0.34-0.43m-high
construction set against the platform’s south flank. The closing of the southwest door would make
sense in this context but we have no other evidence supporting this interpretation. Fronting Rooms 1
and 2 on the south is a 0.13m-tall outset (U.18) that projects 1.63m south of the room complex’s
southeast footing (U.5). Unit 18 intersects U.5 at a point 2.95m east of that complex’s southwest corner
and was traced for 0.7m to the east when investigations ceased. We are not sure how much further
east U.18 might have continued in this direction. The outset’s surface is paved with rocks (included in
U.18). A 0.11m-tall by 0.24m-wide wall (U.23) runs at least 0.5m east from the southeast corner of the
Room 1 and 2 complex. Unit 23 was likely a foundation from a surface-level building that was raised on
ground surface south of Str. 202-23A-1st’s platform late in TS.3.
All architecture raised now was fabricated primarily from river cobbles though a few cut blocks
were noted in U.17 and 21 along with some angular tuff rocks in U.17. All of the rocks are set in a mud
mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards or up, as in the case of the U.19 floor.
Time Span 4

After Str. 202-23A-1st’s abandonment an additional 0.13m of S.5 (see TS.1) accumulated north of
the platform. Stratum 5 was, in turn, covered by as much as 0.38m of a moderately hard-compacted,
fine-textured, gray-black soil (S.2). Turning to the south, 0.17-0.2m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured,
brown clay (S.3) blanketed S.4. Stratum 3 closely resembles S.5 save that the former lacks the white and
orange mottling of the latter. A dark gray-black humus horizon (S.1) formed to depths of 0.07-0.12m
atop S.2 and 3. Embedded in S.1-3, but not S.5, is a light (on the south) to dense (on the north)
concentration of rocks (F.1) that almost certainly tumbled from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-23B
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.6

-

2

Str. 202-23-Sub1

U.1

S.3

-

3

-

-

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-23B-1st

U.2-6

-

-

5

Str. 202-23B-1st

U.7

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2, 5

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the vicinity of Str. 202-23B is the laying down of at least 0.05m
of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.6; its base was not found). No artifacts were
retrieved from this layer though, given the limited exposure of it in our excavations (0.54m north-south,
south of the building) this is not surprising. Nonetheless, S.6 closely resembles the culturally sterile redbrown clay that underlies occupation across investigated portions of Site PVN 202. As such, it is likely
that S.6 represents another portion of that extensive stratum.
Time Span 2
The sole element of Str. 202-23-Sub1 uncovered in our excavations is a 0.11m high, 0.29m-wide
wall (U.1) that was exposed for 2.1m over which distance it was oriented ca. 69 degrees. Unit 1 sits on
0.06m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown clay (S.3) that covers the exposed portion of S.6.
Most likely Str. 202-23-Sub 1 was a building that was raised directly on ancient ground surface, Unit 1

being one of its perimeter foundations. It was built from a mix of river cobbles and roughly shaped
pieces of tuff. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed to the south.
Time Span 3
Following Str. 202-23-Sub1’s abandonment, 0.12-0.16m of S.3 were deposited, completely
covering U.1. It was above S.3 that Str. 202-23B-1st was raised. Stratum 3 ascends 0.44m from north-tosouth under the latter edifice.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-23B-1st is a structure that was built directly on ancient ground surface. Its
perimeter walls (U.2-5) are 0.14-0.54m tall by 0.34-0.78m wide. The edifice covers 3.9m east-west by
4.25m north-south and is aligned approximately 345 degrees (east and west walls) and 245 degrees
(north and south walls). The building’s earthen-floored interior is divided into two compartments
(Rooms 1 and 2) arranged in a north-south lie. They are divided by U.6, a 0.3m-high by 0.86m-wide wall.
Unit 6 was seemingly built as a series of three risers (all included in U.6) ascending in increments of 0.1m
from north-south. The treads are 0.24, 0.18m, and 0.44m across. As this description implies, Str. 20224B-1st was built over uneven terrain, the ground rising 0.44m north-to-south under the edifice. The
northern compartment (Room 1) measures 1.25m north-south by 3m (3.8m2), its floor being an
estimated 0.3m below that of its southern neighbor, Room 2. The latter compartment encompasses
0.8x3m (2.4m2). Neither chamber contained built-in furniture. All architecture pertaining to this
interval consists mostly of roughly faced tuff with more formally shaped masonry blocks comprising the
majority of U.5, the western footing. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar with their flatter aspects
directed outwards.
Time Span 5
During this episode a 0.1m-tall by 0.77m-wide wall (U.7) was built off Str. 202-23B-1st’s west
side. Unit 7 intersects U.5, the western perimeter foundation, at a point 1.45m south of the building’s
northwest corner, and was followed for 1.6m at an orientation of roughly 259 degrees. This wall may
have been part of an effort to expand Str. 202-23B-1st westward though if this was the case and if it was
ever completed we do not know.
Time Span 6
Following Str. 202-23B-1st’s abandonment, Room 2 and the building’s south flank were buried by
the resumed deposition of S.5. At least 0.12m of this hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown clay
mottled with white flecks and orange staining was introduced now. Given the localized distribution of
S.5 north of Str. 202-23A-1st and over southern Str. 202-23B-1st, it may be that this earth was part of a fill
unit that was introduced to cover select portions of both edifices. As much as 0.28m of S.2, a
moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured, gray-black soil was laid down now covering S.4 and 5. A
0.05-0.12m-thick dark gray-black humus horizon (S.1) subsequently formed atop S.2. Embedded in S.1

and 2 (once again, not in S.5) is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from finalphase constructions pertaining to Str. 202-23A-1st and Str. 202-23B-1st.
Structure 202-25
Structure 202-25 is the southernmost building identified on ground surface at Site PVN-202. It is
3.7m southeast of Str. 202-29, the same distance south of Str. 202-30, and 83.5m south of Str. 202-2,
the large platform that seals off the south side of the principal plaza. The ground here is relatively flat.
Digging within Subop. 202DC, DD, DT, DU, DW, and DY cleared 64m2, excavations being pursued to
maximum depths of 0.65m and 0.75m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture,
respectively. Two major construction episodes were identified in the course of this work that was
directed by C. Novotny and T. Schlesinger-Guidelli from February 2-March 11, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4

-

2

Str. 202-25-2nd

U.1-3

-

F.2

3

-

-

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-25-1st

U.4-9, 18

-

-

5

Str. 202-25-1st
Str. 202-25-Sub1

U.10-16
U.17

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in the Str. 202-25’s environs is the accumulation of at least 0.24m
of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, dark gray (10YR 4/1) clay that contains a few small flecks of white
rocks (S.4; its base was not found). Stratum 4 drops 0.28m across 2.5m from south-to-north before
leveling off immediately south of Str. 202-25-1st. It then runs relatively flat for the remaining 7.2m it was
revealed to the north in several discontinuous but closely spaced exposures. As artifacts were
recovered from S.4, it is likely that there was a human presence in the area when this earth was being
laid down.
Time Span 2

What we gloss as Str. 202-25-2nd may well have been several buildings that were raised on
ancient ground surface (upper S.4) in close proximity to each other. These edifices are, from our
observations, constituted by stone foundations that are 0.12-0.2m tall by 0.2-0.27m wide (U.1-3). Unit
3, lying immediate north of Str. 202-25-1st’s north facing (U.8), runs for 2.6m at an orientation of roughly
97 degrees. The 0.9m separating U.3 from U.1 is covered by U.8 so we cannot determine their relations.
It is very possible that they were connected as they are set at the same depths, resting on S.4, and U.1
continued for an indeterminate distance north of its northernmost exposed point but does not extend
past U.3’s west end. Unit 1 is 1.68m long, aligned ca. 9 degrees, and has a segment that projects 0.45m
west from its southern terminus. Lying 1.85m east of U.1 is U.2. The latter was traced for 1.5m across
which distance is was oriented approximately 358 degrees. Unit 2’s northern and southern ends were
buried by TS.4 architecture (U.9 and 4). This footing may have been part of another building that
continued an undetermined distance to the east.
A 0.05m-thick deposit of orange-brown soil (F.2) was found extending at least 0.63m north from
near the base of U.3 (our excavations ceased before F.2 did). Feature 2 looked in the field to be formed
from the deteriorated remains of bajareque that likely was originally part of the perishable wall that
rose above U.3.
Overall, Str. 202-25-2nd was probably composed of at least two earthen-floored, surface-level
buildings that were raised atop S.4 and which were delimited by stone foundations (U.1-3) that stood
0.12-0.2m high and measured 0.2-0.27m across. One of these edifices is composed of U.1 and 3, the
latter defining the building’s north side, the former dividing its interior into at least two earthen-floored
rooms. If this was the case, the edifice measured at least 2.7m north-south by minimally 2.6m and was
oriented ca. 9 degrees. The inferred enclosures are set in an east-west line divided by U.1. Unit 2,
1.85m east of U.1, was possibly the western footing for another similar building, this one measuring at
least 1.5m along an orientation of 358 degrees. All architecture raised now was made primarily of river
cobbles, though a few faced blocks were recorded mixed with these stones in U.3. All of the rocks are
set in a mud mortar and are oriented so that their flatter faces look outwards.
Time Span 3
After Str. 202-25-2nd was abandoned it was largely covered on the north by 0.11-0.12m of a
gray (2.5Y 5/1) silty clay that is lightly mottled with a few small white flecks (S.3). Stratum 3 covered U.3
and seemingly formed the surface above which Str. 202-25-1st’s north side was raised. This soil was also
recognized south of construction pertaining to TS.4 and 5 where it overrode S.4 by 0.12-0.32m. On this
side, S.3 descends 0.15m over 6.4m from south-to-north, blanketing Str. 202-25-2nd’s U.1 and 2 by at
least 0.2m. Most likely S.3 was introduced as fill to terminate the earlier edifices and prepare the
ground for the raising of Str. 202-25-1st.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-25-1st was, by the end of TS.4, a platform that was bounded on all sides by vertical
stone facings (U.4-8) that rise 0.3-0.47m directly to the summit. The fill they contain (U.18) consists of a
fine-textured, dark gray-brown (2.5Y 4/2) soil that is largely devoid of rocks. Whereas most of the

platform’s basal walls run in continuous, straight lines, this is not the case on the west. Here U.5
extends for 2.5m north from the building’s southwest corner before stepping 0.6m to the west. Unit 7
then continues the line of the western facing for 2.15m north of this point. Overall, the platform
encompasses 4-4.6m east-west by 4.65m north-south and is oriented roughly 1 degree. Unit 9, a 0.73mwide by 0.32m-high wall, divides the summit into two earthen-floored enclosures (Rooms 1 and 2) that
are arranged in a north-south line. Room 1 on the north covers 0.7m north-south by 3.05m (2.1m2). Its
southern neighbor, Room 2, measures 1.42m north south by 3.4m (4.8m2). Neither compartment
contains built-in furniture. All architecture raised now is, once again, fashioned primarily from riverworn stones though some pieces of faced masonry were recorded in U.6, 8, and 9. All of the rocks are
set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being generally directed outwards.
Time Span 5
Str. 202-25-1st’s core platform and superstructure were not much changed during TS.5. the only
major change on the north was the construction of U.10, a 0.21m-high by 0.41m-wide wall that projects
0.5m north from the north basal facing (U.8). This addition intersected Str. 202-25-1st at a point 0.8m
east from its original (TS.4) northwest corner. Unit 10 might have served as a step that formalized
access to Str. 202-25-1st’s summit from the north.
Most of the major changes to the building occurred on the south. Here two stone-faced
outsets, U.11 and 12, spaced 0.65m apart, were raised against the platform’s southern basal facing
(U.2). Unit 12, the western of the two, is 0.32m high, projects 0.55-0.65m south from U.2 (narrowing
from east-to-west), and extends 1.4m east from the platform’s southwest corner. Unit 11 stands 0.2m
tall, extends 0.6-1.1m south from U.2 (narrowing from west-to-east), and measures 1.7m east-west.
This outset’s east end was not clearly identified; from what we could discern in the field, it joins U.2 at a
point 0.5m west of its southeast corner with U.6, the platform’s east basal wall. Extending 1.1m south
and west of U.12 is a stone surface (all included in U.13). A similar construction envelopes U.11. Here
the stone surface (U.14) is found for 1m south and 1.2m east of the outset. Units 13 and 14 connect, in
turn, with U.16 and 15. These are low (about 0.15-0.2m-high) walls that may mark facings of terrace
that now fronted Str. 202-25-1st on the west and east, respectively. It is not clear that these putative
terraces were ever completed as they were not seen to connect back to the core platform (that raised
during TS.4) on the north. Altogether, if they were finished, U.13-16 would have enlarged Str. 202-25-1st
to the point where it covered 6.4-6.75m north-south by 5.2m east-west, the east and west flanks each
being fronted now by a terrace that is 0.15-0.2m high by 0.5m and 0.4-1m wide east-west. The U.11 and
12 outsets that likely graced the platform’s south flank early in this phase were, by its conclusion, almost
completely buried by stone-faced and –surfaced additions that extended the building between 1-1.1m
south of these constructions. It seems likely that the 0.65m-wide gap between the outsets was retained
throughout the subsequent additions, leaving a 1.65-2.2m-deep ‘embayment,’ or niche, of open space in
the approximate center of the platform’s south flank (terminating in U.2 on the north).
Structure 202-25-Sub2 is represented by two low, 0.15m-wide walls that meet to form what was
likely the building’s southwest corner (all included in U.17). The southern footing of this putative
surface-level edifice was followed for 0.35m, the same distance that its western counterpart was

exposed before digging ceased. The building’s orientation is very tentatively inferred to have been 85
degrees.
All constructions built now were fabricated primarily from river cobbles though a few cut blocks
were recorded mixed with these rocks in U.11, 13, 14, and 15. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 6
After Str. 202-25-1st was abandoned, as much as 0.27m of a dark gray-brown (2.5Y 4/2), finetextured soil (S.2) was laid down atop S.3 north of the building. Stratum 2 was not identified south of
the edifice. A 0.04-0.14m-thick, very dark gray (2.5Y 3/1), coarse-textured, gravelly humus horizon
formed atop S.2 and, south of Str. 202-25-1st, S.3. Embedded in S.1 and, to a lesser extent, S.2 is a
moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely tumbled from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-29
Structure 202-29 is on the southern edge of Site PVN 202, 2.5m west of Str. 202-30, 3.7m
northwest of Str. 202-25, and 49m south of Str. 202-2, the large platform that seals off the south side of
the principal plaza. The ground on which Str. 202-29 was raised ascends 0.26m over 8m from west-toeast and about 0.6m across 10m from south-to-north. Digging here in Subop. 202FO, FP, FS, GB, GC, GE,
GH, GI, GQ, and IB cleared about 96m2 in the course of which the entirety of the building was revealed.
Excavations reached a maximum depth of 1.16m below modern ground surface outside architecture;
architectural fill was not investigated. One major construction episode was revealed in the course of
this work which was directed by J. Anthony and T. Schlesinger-Guidelli from March 12 through April 23,
2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.7

-

2

-

-

S.2-6

F.2-6

3

Str. 202-29-Sub1

U.1

-

-

4

Str. 202-29-1st

U.2-17

-

-

5

Str. 202-29-1st
Str. 202-29-Sub2

U.18, 22
U.19-21

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1, 7-8

Dates

Time Span 1
During this interval at least 0.13m of a moderately hard-compacted, moderately coarsetextured, reddish-brown soil (5Y 3/2) was laid down (S.7; this layer’s base was not uncovered). Stratum
7 was identified in excavations conducted west of Str. 202-29-1st. In this area, this culturally sterile earth
ascended 0.14m across the 5.2m it was revealed in two discontinuous segments (the exposures are
separated by 3m). Stratum 7 closely resembles red-brown soil horizons that underlie evidence of
human occupation throughout Site PVN 202.
Time Span 2
On the far west, S.7 is covered by 0.1m to at least 0.2m of a hard-compacted, moderately finetextured, brown (10YR 4/2) earth that is lightly mottled with small white flecks (S.3). Two meters to the
east S.7 is blanketed by 0.22-0.35m of a moderately soft-compacted, fine-textured, gray-brown (10YR
5/2) soil (S.4). Immediately east of Str. 202-29-1st at least 0.3m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured,
brown (10YR 4/3) dirt that contains a few white flecks (S.5) was laid down. It may be that S.3-5 are all
parts of the same depositional unit that looks slightly different depending on where it was exposed (in
no place did we trace a continuous connection among these strata). If so, then the upper surface of this
soil level rises 0.27 across 14.74m from west-to-east. Approximately 0.15m of a hard-compacted,
moderately coarse-textured, dark gray (10YR 4/1) earth (S.2) accumulated atop S.4 in the area stretching
west of Str. 202-29-1st. As this soil resumed deposition following that building’s abandonment, it is hard
to say how much of it was deposited now. The estimate provided here is based on the disposition of
debris (F.1) that fell from final-phase architecture and settled atop the ground surface formed by upper
S.2.
The depositional sequence is especially complex immediately west of Str. 202-29-1st where the
erection of the platform’s west basal wall (U.4) apparently cut through evidence for earlier occupations
in the area. The earliest of these remains (F.4) is a lens composed of hard-compacted, fine-textured,
pale brown (10YR 6/3) soil. Feature 4 is 0.07m thick where it adjoins U.4, pinching out 0.41m to the
west. It appeared to us in the field that F.4 consisted of soil that was infused with heavily deteriorated
remnants of bajareque. Immediately overlying F.4 is 0.12m of a soft-compacted, coarse-textured, graybrown (10YR 5/2) earth that contains numerous pieces of gravel (F.5). Like its predecessor, F.5 achieves
its greatest thickness next to U.4, pinching out 0.44m to the west. Features 4 and 5 rest 0.21m above
the exposed base of U.4 and 0.08m above S.7. Overlying F.5 by 0.11-0.18m is another, more substantial
lens (F.3) this one is composed of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, pale brown earth (10YR 6/3) that is
identical to F.4. Feature 3 extends 1.03m west of U.4 and is, in turn, overlain by 0.03-0.4m of a
moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured soil that seems to be the remnants of a burnt earth floor
(F.6). Feature 6 runs 0.92m west of U.4 and is, in turn, blanketed by F.2. This entity is identical to F.3
and 4, measures 0.11m thick, and terminates 0.9m west of U.4. Features 3-5 are embedded in S.4, F.6
rests at the S.2/4 interface, while F.2 is contained within lower S.2. From the evidence in hand, it
appears that the construction of U.4 involved cutting through signs of four earlier occupations
composed of F.4/5, 3, 6, and 2, all of which generated debris composed of burnt earth. In addition to
these features, a 0.02m-thick lens of soft-compacted, coarse-textured, gray-brown (10YR 5/2) soil
containing gravel (S.6) was noted extending 0.66m east from the west excavation wall. Stratum 6

terminates at the junction of F.3 and 6 and closely resembles F.5. As S.6 underlies the F.6 floor for
0.28m, it may be that this gravel-rich soil served as a subfloor for F.6, the latter having eroded more
thoroughly the further away from U.4 it proceeded.
While the deposition sequence bracketing the appearance of S.7 and Str. 202-29-1st is complex,
it is clear that the area that would be occupied by the latter building witnessed a span of repeated
occupations that were associated in some ways with burning.
Time Span 3
The portion of Str. 202-29-Sub1 that we revealed consists of a stone-lined circle (U.1) with a
diameter of 2.55m. Unit 1 is located off Str. 202-29-1st’s east flank where it is largely buried by later
architecture (mostly U.16). A low ‘L-shaped’ wall (U.23) projects 0.45m into U.1’s interior from its
southeast margin. Unit 23’s ‘leg,’ measures 0.45m long by 0.1m wide, its ‘base’ extending 0.3m east
from the leg’s north end and covering 0.2m across north-south. The architectural and behavioral
significance of U.1 and 23 is unknown.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-29-1st is a platform that is defined by substantial stone facings (U.2-4, 6) that rise
0.6m to the earthen-floored summit and are 0.4-0.87m wide. The western and southern walls (U.4 and
6) were dug deep into the underlying earth, projecting 0.6-0.67m below the estimated level of ancient
ground surface. The bases of their eastern (U.2) and northern (U.3) counterparts are shallower by
0.66m and 0.37m, respectively. It seems as though U. 4 and 6 were intended as anchors for the
remaining two basal facings, though why this was the case is unclear. The southwest corner of the
platform was inset at this time, that indentation measuring 1.1m on a side.
The building’s summit supports one earthen floored compartment (Room 1) that encompasses
2.4-3.05m east-west by 6.6m (the space narrows from south-to-north). That enclosure is dominated by
two benches (U.5 and 7). On the north, U.7 spans the full east-west width of Room 1 at this point
(2.7m), stands 0.39m high, and measures 4.05m north-south. Located 1.15m to the south, another
bench (U.5) rises 0.4m high, runs for 3.05m east-west (the width of Room 1 here), and encompasses
1.4m north-south. The actual surface of the U.5 bench now covers 2.45m east-west due to the cut-out
created by the platform’s inset southwest corner. A 0.25m-deep niche is found on U.5’s north face.
That indentation extends 0.8m west from U.5’s intersection with U.2’s interior (west) face.
Three earthen-floored chambers that are set in a north-south line (Rooms 2-4) were built off the
platform’s east side. Rooms 2 and 3 are atop a 0.31m-tall terrace defined by U.8, 9, and 10 on the
south, east, and north, respectively; U.2 borders these compartments on the west. Room 4, directly
north of Room 3, also sits on the tread of a terrace (U.15). Unit 15 is 0.21m tall, the earthen floor of
Room 4 sitting about 0.1m lower than that of the chambers to the south. The floors of Rooms 2 and 4,
in turn, are roughly 0.29m below that of Room 1 to the west. Room 2, the southernmost member of the
trio, covers 1.6x2.1m, a 0.95m-wide door in its northeast corner providing access to Room 3 on the
north. Unit 11, a 0.39m-tall, 0.3m-wide wall, projects 1.15m east from U.2 and separates Room 2 from

3. The latter encompasses 1.1x2.1m. Overall, the complex constituted by Rooms 2 and 3 measures
2.5m east-west by 3.8m. Room 4, which adjoins Room 3 on the north, encompasses 1.4x2.15m and is
bounded by footings on the north and east (U.12 and 13) that are approximately 0.3m tall by 0.3m wide.
The compartment is bordered by U.2 on the west and U.10 on the south. A door measuring 0.6m across
breaches Room 4’s northeast corner. A 0.15m-high, 0.3m-wide wall (U.14) projects 0.5m north from
U.10, intersecting the latter at a point 0.55m west from Room 4’s southeast interior corner. The
building of U.14 created a cubicle covering 0.5x0.55m that is open on the north and is located in Room
4’s southeast corner. It is not clear how Room 2-3 might have been accessed from beyond their
borders.
A 0.2m-tall outset (U.16) projects 1.22m east from the east face of the Room 2-4 complex. Unit
16 intersects U.9 at a point 1.9m north of that wall’s intersection with U.8 to form the complex’s
southeast corner. On the north, U.16 runs back (west) and stops at U.13, Room’s 4’s eastern
foundation. The outset measures 1.55-1.75m north-south, narrowing from west-to-east. The U.15
terrace facing intersects U.16 at a point 0.25m west of the latter’s northeast corner. Taking into account
this relationship and U.16’s intersection of U.13, it appears that the outset, U.15, and Room 4 which is
set on that terrace’s tread, were all raised about the same time, postdating the erection of Rooms 2 and
3.
A 0.4m-high, 0.33m-wide wall (U.17) was raised 1-2.2m west of Str. 202-29-1st at about this
time. The reason for the discrepancies in U.17’s distance from the platform has to do with their
different alignments. Over the 6.4m U.17 was exposed it is oriented ca. 357 degrees while Str. 202-291st is aligned approximately 12 degrees. Unit 17 was apparently a free-standing wall the architectural
and behavioral significance of which is unclear.
By the end of TS.4, Str. 202-29-1st was a stone faced platform that stood 0.6m tall, measured
3.85-4.45m east-west (narrowing from south-to-north) by 7.55m, and was aligned roughly 12 degrees.
The building’s southwest corner is inset 1.1m on a side. The earthen-floored superstructure raised atop
this platform consists of one enclosure (Room 1) that covers 17.8m2 and contains two stone-faced
benches that face each other across 1.15m of open space. The northern example is 0.39m tall, 2.7m
wide east-west by 4.05m. Its southern counterpart is 0.4m high by 3.05m east-west by 1.4m. A 0.25mdeep niche is built into the southern bench’s north face. This indentation extends 0.8m west from the
bench’s intersection with Room 1’s east wall (the interior, west side, of the platform’s east basal wall,
U.2). Rooms 2 and 3 were raised immediately east of, and adjoining, the platform. They rest atop a
0.31m-high terrace that projects 2.5m east from the core platform, their earthen floors sitting 0.29m
below that of Room 1 on the west. Moving from south-to-north, Room 2 encompasses 3.4m2, passage
north to Room 3 being through a 0.95m-wide door in the former’s northeast corner. Room 3, in turn,
measures 2.3m2. Room 4 lies immediately north of Room 3 and is supported by the earthen tread of a
0.21m-high terrace. This chamber covers 3m2 and could have been entered through a 0.6m-wide door
in its northeast corner. A cubicle measuring 0.3m2 is located in Room 4’s southeast corner and is open
on the north (this compartment is included in Room 4’s overall measurements). No built-in furniture
was recorded in any of these chambers. A 0.2m-high stone-faced outset (U.16) extends 1.22m east from
this room complex. The outset measures 1.55-1.75m north-south (narrowing from west-to-east) and is
abutted by the terrace facing (U.15) that fronts Room 4 on the east. Stratigraphic relations among the

outset, U.15, and the eastern foundations of Room 3 (U.9) and 4 (U.13) suggest that Rooms 2 and 3
were built after the core platform, followed by the outset, which in turn was followed by the erection of
Room 4 and its supporting terrace. This sequence of activities may all have occurred in quick order. The
0.4m-high, 0.33m-wide wall that lies 1-2.2m west of Str. 202-29-1st seems to have been a free-standing
construction that was raised at some point in TS.4. It runs for at least 6.4m over which distance it is
aligned approximately 357 degrees.
Architecture raised now consists largely of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. Faced blocks
were recorded in U.7, 9, 16, and 17. The flatter faces of all those rocks forming the exteriors of the
exposed walls were directed outwards.
Time Span 5
During this interval the only significant change that we recorded having been made to Str. 20229-1 was the filling in of its southwest interior corner. This modification involved the expansion of the
southern (U.6) and western (U.4) basal facings across the 1.1m needed to join them directly.
st

Located 1m south of the core platform, a 0.4m-high block of stones (U.18) measuring 1.6x1.7m
was erected. Extending at least 0.45m south from U.18’s southeast corner is a low, 0.3m-wide wall
(U.22). Unit 22 was not followed to its southern terminus but may have been a foundation for a building
that was raised directly on ancient ground surface after U.18 was already in place.
Lying 1.1-1.25m east of Str. 202-29-1st’s northeast corner are what look to have been the
remains of another surface-level building (Str. 202-29-Sub2). This edifice is represented by low stone
foundations (U.19-21) that define the putative construction’s south, east, and west sides. Only the
southern footing (U.19) was fully exposed, running for 2.7m at an alignment of ca. 88 degrees. The west
(U.20) and east (U.21) footings were followed for 1m and 0.3m northward when excavation ceased.
Altogether they define an earthen-floored interior space that encompasses 2.1m east-west by at least
0.7m north-south. Structure 202-29-Sub2 overlies the north edge of the U.15 terrace which fronts
Room 4 on the east. This stratigraphic relation indicates that the former edifice was raised late in the
history of this area, possibly after Str. 202-29-1st was already abandoned. The base of U.18 is very close
in depth to that of U.17 and the core platform’s eastern basal wall (U.2). Consequently, we very
tentatively infer that this stone block is roughly contemporary with at least the late phase of Str. 202-291st’s use.
All constructions raised now were fashioned using river cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 6
Following Str. 202-29-1st’s abandonment, as much as 0.25m of S.2 was deposited (see TS.2 for a
description of this earth). A 0.09-0.18m-thick, moderately hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured,
very dark gray (7.5YR 3/1) humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2 during this period. Embedded in S.1 and
2 is a moderately to very dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that tumbled from final-phase architecture.
These stones are particularly densely packed between U.4 and 17 off Str. 202-29-1st’s west side

(designated F.7) and for 1.3m east of U.2, overlying Rooms 2 and 3 east of the core platform (designated
F.8). As many of these rocks (mostly cobbles) appeared to be flat-laid, it is possible that they were
purposefully set in place. If so, F.7 and 8 may have been part of a late construction effort or were
intended to seal formally Str. 202-29-1st’s final version.
Structure 202-30
Structure 202-30 is situated on the southern margin of Site PVN 202, 2m south of Str. 202-27,
3.7m north of Str. 202-25, and 59m south of Str. 202-2 which defines the south flank of the principal
plaza. The terrain atop which Str. 202-30-1st was raised is fairly flat. Digging here in Subop. 202DF, DR,
DV, DX, and EH uncovered 57m2, revealing about 80% of the building in the process. Excavations were
carried down to maximum depths of 0.6m and 0.7m below modern ground surface within and beyond
architecture, respectively. Two construction phases, along with two major renovations of the building’s
last version, were identified in the course of this work that was directed by J. Anthony from February 2April 6, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.5-6

-

2

Str. 202-30-2nd

U.1-2

-

-

3

Str. 202-30-1st

U.2-9, 21

-

-

4

Str. 202-30-1st

U.10-15, 18-19 -

-

5

Str. 202-30-1st

U.16-17, 22

-

-

6

-

-

S.3-4

-

7

Str. 202-30-Sub1

U.20

-

-

8

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Date

Time Span 1
The earliest activities attested to in the investigation of Str. 202-30 was the deposition of two
distinct soils that were revealed in excavations pursued north and south of the edifice. On the north, at
least 0.08m of a gray-brown, gritty, ashy soil was deposited now (S.6; its base was not found). Stratum 6
retained a level upper surface for the 0.5m it was uncovered running north-south. This earth layer
contains many small white inclusions along with artifacts. South of Str. 202-30, the analogue of S.6 is a

dark brown, soft-compacted earth (S.5) that also yielded cultural material. It may well be that S.5 and 6
are distinct components of a single in-filling episode that was designed to raise the ground surface atop
which Str. 202-30’s several versions were raised. If this was the case, the ground level they comprised
was relatively flat over the 6.4m north-south that intervened between their respective exposures.
Time Span 2
The sole remnants of Str. 202-30-2nd that we encountered are two walls (U.1 and 2) that rest at
the same depth and intersect to form the southeast interior corner of a construction of unknown form.
As both walls served as foundations for later architecture, it is hard to infer their original heights. They
both may have been about 0.2m tall now. Unit 1 was exposed for 1.3m over which distance it is aligned
ca. 5 degrees. Both constructions were fashioned largely of river cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 3
Raised directly atop the remains of Str. 202-30-2nd was the earliest version of Str. 202-30-1st for
which we have evidence. It consists of a platform the basal facings (U.2-5) rise 0.45m directly to the
summit. The northern facing (U.4) steps back (south) for 0.3m at a point 0.45m east of the platform’s
northwest corner. A 0.2m-tall step (U.9) projects 0.22m east from the platform’s east basal wall (U.5).
It measures 0.4m north-south and intersects U.5 at a point 0.25m south from Str. 202-30-1st’s northeast
corner. The earthen-floored summit supports two enclosures (Rooms 1 and 2) that are arranged in a
north-south line. Room 1 on the south measures 1.3x1.9m and is bounded by stone foundations (U.6-8,
21) that are 0.26-0.3m high by 0.3-0.4m wide. A 0.65m-wide door in the compartment’s northwest
corner provided access to its featureless interior. Room 1’s west footing (U.21) continues 1.05m north
beyond the chamber. Unit 21 together with the enclosure’s north foundation (U.8) and the tops of the
platform’s north (U.4) and east facings (U.5) delimited what might have been a second chamber (Room
2) that measures 0.8m north-south by 2m. The summit area, covering 1.3x2.9m, west of Rooms 1 and 2
was seemingly left open.
As TS.3 drew to an end, Str. 202-30-1st was a stone-faced platform that stood 0.45m tall,
covered 3.33m north-south by 3.95m, and was aligned approximately 5 degrees. A 0.2m-tall step is set
against the east basal facing at a point 0.25m south of the building’s northeast corner. This 0.22m-wide
by 0.4m-long riser likely provided access to the superstructure. The latter consists of two enclosures
(Rooms 1 and 2) set in a north-south line and bordered on the west by a seemingly open area of the
summit that encompasses 3.8m2. The aforementioned riser leads directly to Room 2, the northern
compartment. This chamber covers 1.6m2 while its southern neighbor, Room 1, measures 2.5m2. A
0.65m-wide door in Room 2’s southwest corner afforded passage between these chambers. Neither
room contained built-in furniture. All architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of river cobbles
that are set in a mud mortar. The flatter aspects of these rocks are directed outwards.
Time Span 4
During this interval, Str. 202-30-1st was expanded 0.4-0.5m to the west, U.11 now forming the
west facing of a terrace that runs the length of the building. This wall stands a preserved 0.35m tall and

does not define a straight course north-south. Instead, at a point 0.6m south of the edifice’s northwest
corner, U.11 bulges out 0.55m to the west, this convex figure measuring 1.65m north-south at its base.
The architectural significance of the protuberance is unclear though it seemed to have been a creation
of the builders and not the result of U.11’s deterioration. Unit 12, preserved to 0.3m tall, now defines
the facing of a terrace that runs along the edifice’s southern flank. Traced for 2.8m at an alignment of
roughly 96 degrees, U.12 ends on the east at U.13. This 0.28m-high wall runs 0.7m to the north were it
encounters U.14. The latter is 0.22m-high and likely delimits Str. 202-30-1st’s south side for the
remaining 1.55m to the edifice’s southeast corner. Unit 14 retains to the north a fill (U.18) composed of
densely packed small to medium-size cobbles that are set in a brown soil. Unit 2, the platform’s
southern basal wall during TS.3, apparently projected 0.23m above the surface backing U.14 to the
north.
On the north, a 0.34m-high terrace (U.10) was built against U.4, the platform’s northern basal
wall. Unit 10 is 0.45-0.6m wide north south and runs for 2.15m east from its intersection with Str. 20230-1st’s northwest corner. A 0.12m-tall outset (U.19) project 0.12m north from U.10 and measures 1.5m
east-west. Unit 19, which joins U.10 at a point 0.2m east of its northwest corner, may have served as a
step leading to U.10’s surface and from there to Room 2 on the summit. Unit 4, which was still visible
for 0.11m above U.10’s tread, might now have served as a step-up to that summit. At some point late in
this interlude a 0.19m-tall addition (U.15) was appended to U.10’s east side. Unit 15 is coterminous
with U.10 in width and expands the former’s length 1m to the east.
By the conclusion of TS.4, Str. 202-30-1st encompassed 4.35m east-west by 5.8m (not including
the western bulge but including U.10, 15, and 19). The core platform’s east side (U.5), summit, and
general orientation remained unchanged. It was now bordered on the remaining flanks by terraces that
are 0.19-0.35m high by 0.4-0.6m wide on the north and west to as much as 1.9m across on the south.
The southern and western additions do not run straight courses. The latter steps back (north) for 0.7m
at about 1.55m west of the platform’s southeast corner. On the west, the terrace facing bulges out
0.55m over a north-south distance of 1.65m at a point 0.6m south of Str. 202-30-1st’s northwest corner.
The core platform raised during TS.3 was still visible, rising 0.1-0.23m above the surrounding northern,
western, and southern terrace treads. All architecture erected now was fashioned primarily of river
cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. The flatter aspects of these rocks are generally directed outwards.
Time Span 5
It appears that Str. 202-30-1st retained its earlier form, dimensions, and orientation during this
span. The major changes involved the addition of extensive cobble surfaces (U.16 and 17) off the
edifice’s south and east sides. The perimeters of these entities were not clear and they appear to have
been part of a more-or-less continuous arc with a 0.8m-wide gap in the stones at the point where U.13
and 14 join. Unit 16, the western segment of this putative arc, extends 1.45-1.75m south of Str. 202-301st and is joined to the latter by a 0.1m-high by 0.32m-wide wall (U.22) that projects 0.54m southwest
from the building’s southwest corner. Overall, U.16 measures 4m east-west. Unit 17 begins east of the
aforementioned gap in the stones and continues northward, intersecting U.5, the platform’s eastern
facing, near the middle of the U.9 step. This stone surface is 1.1-1.95m wide, achieving its maximum
extent opposite U.5 at a point 1.7m south of the platform’s northeast corner. Unit 17 measures 4.85m

north-south. It would appear that, as Str. 202-30-1st neared the conclusion of its occupation, ample
work surfaces were created off the edifice’s south and east sides. These were generally built using
cobbles though faced blocks were recorded in U.16 and 22; the latter, in fact, consists of one large
pieced of shaped masonry.
Time Span 6
During this span, 0.15-0.21m of a light brown, moderately fine-textured soil (S.4) that is
occasionally mottled with orange was laid down. Stratum 4 was recorded north of Str. 202-30-1st where
it was, in turn, blanketed by 0.1-0.22m of a gray ash (S.3). Together S.3 and 4 cover TS.3-4 architecture
on Str. 202-30-1st’s north flank and serve as the basis for Str. 202-30-Sub1.
Time Span 7
Structure 202-30-Sub1 is represented solely by a 0.11m-tall, 0.32m-wide wall (U.20) that was
exposed for 0.5m over which extent it was aligned very approximately 91 degrees. Most likely, U.20 is a
foundation from a surface-level building that was raised atop fill (S.3-4) after at least sizable portions of
Str. 202-30-1st were no longer being used. That S.3-4 were not clearly attested off the building’s
remaining sides may suggest that other segments of Str. 202-30-1st were still exposed and in use now.
This may especially be the case for the U.16 and 17 stone surfaces off the edifice’s south and east flanks.
Time Span 8
Following the abandonment of Str. 202-30-1st and 202-30-Sub1, 0.1m of a brown-gray soil (S.2)
were laid down atop S.5 on the south. Stratum 2 was not identified on the north where a 0.14-0.3mthick brown-gray humus horizon (S.1) formed directly atop S.3. Stratum 1 on the south covers S.2 by
0.15-0.2m. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that probably fell
from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-43
Structure 202-43 is on the southern margin of Site PVN 202, 0.9m southeast of Str. 202-119 and
2m northwest of Str. 202-29. Structure 202-2, on the southern flank of the principal plaza, is 49m to the
north. The ground on which Str. 202-43-1st was raised ascends 0.35m over 7.45m from south-to-north.
The terrain was relatively flat over the 5.5m east-west that the building encompasses. Digging within
Subop. 202FQ, FR, FX, GD, GO, and GP cleared 58m2, excavations reaching maximum depths of 0.52m
and 1m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. Two major building
episodes were recognized in the course of this work which was directed by M. Hostenske from March 25
to April 14, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

Dates

1

-

-

S.6

-

2

-

-

S.3-5

-

3

Str. 202-43-Sub1

U.1-4

-

-

4

-

-

S.3

-

5

Str. 202-43-1st

U.5-19

-

F.2

6

Str. 202-43-1st

U.20-27

-

-

7

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in Str. 202-43’s environs is the deposition of at least 0.15m of a
coarse-textured, reddish-brown (7.5YR 5/4) clay (S.6; the base of this layer was not identified). Stratum
6 did not yield cultural material and, based on two exposures separated by 9m northeast-southwest,
retained a level surface over that distance.
Time Span 2
Stratum 6 was, northeast of Str. 202-43-1st, partially covered by as much as 0.16m of a very
fine-textured, gray-brown to tan (10YR 5/3) ashy soil (S.5). Stratum 5 achieves its maximum exposed
thickness where it emerges from the northeastern excavation wall, pinching out against underlying S.6
0.83m to the southwest. Stratum 6 and 5 in this area are then covered by 0.41-0.6m of a fine-textured,
light brown (2.5YR 4/2) soil (S.3). It was on S.3’s upper surface that the northeastern elements of Str.
202-43-1st were raised.
The situation is different southwest of that building. Here, in addition to the absence of S.5, S.6
is blanketed by 0.17m of S.4, an orange-brown, fine-textured soil that contains many small white
inclusions. Nothing resembling S.4 was recorded northeast of Str. 202-43-1st. Unlike underlying S.6, S.4
did yield artifacts, especially pottery fragments. Capping that earth layer is an estimated 0.2m of S.3. As
S.3 apparently continued to accumulate during TS.4, it is difficult to specify how much of this soil was
laid down now. The 0.2m figure is based on the amount of this dirt that would have to have been in
place to support TS.3 architecture.
The artifacts recovered from S.3-5 point to an increased intensity of human activity in the area
while these soils were being deposited. The relatively great thickness of S.3 and its relation to Str. 20243-Sub1 may point to its having been introduced as fill, initially to support and then to cover that
building.

Time Span 3
Structure 202-43-Sub1 was erected directly on ancient ground surface (the top of S.3 at that
time). Its perimeter is defined by stone foundations (U.1-4) that were revealed to heights of 0.15-0.3m
and are 0.42-0.58m wide. Altogether, Str. 202-43-Sub1 encompasses 2.7x4.55m and is aligned ca. 110
degrees. The space contained by U.1-4 measures 1.8x3.6m (6.5m2) and was entered through a 0.4mwide door in its east corner. No built-in furniture was recorded within this room. The footings that
comprise Str. 202-43-Sub1 were made primarily from river cobbles though faced stones, mostly of tuff,
were recorded within the southwest (U.1) and northwest (U.4) foundations. Unit 2 on the southeast
was apparently fashioned exclusively from river-worn stones while U.3 on the northeast was made using
masonry, at least in the areas that were exposed (the full length of its south face). All of the rocks are
set in a mud mortar and their flatter aspects are directed outwards.
Time Span 4
During this interlude, Str. 202-43-Sub1 was largely buried by the resumed deposition of S.3.
Perhaps as much as 0.05m of the building’s foundations were still visible by the conclusion of TS.4. The
edifice’s northeast footing (U.3) served as the base on which Str. 202-43-1st’s southwest facing (U.5) was
raised. As noted under TS.2, S.3’s top apparently served as the ground surface above which Str. 202-431st was raised and it may have been intentionally introduced as fill to support that edifice.
Time Span 5
Structure 202-43-1st was, during this interval, a platform delimited by stone facings (U.5-9) that
rise 0.22-0.45m to the summit. The edifice’s southeast side does not define a continuous, straight line.
Here, U.6 proceeds 2.5m northeast from its junction with U.5 at the platform’s south corner. The facing
then steps out (southeast) for 0.5m before turning to run 2.3m northeast where it joins U.8 to form Str.
202-43-1st’s east corner. There is evidence that Unit 8, the northeast basal wall, was preceded by a
0.32m-tall facing (U.10) that is located 0.72m southwest of U.8. Unit 10 was traced for 2.7m over which
distance it runs parallel to U.8 but we were unable to determine how, if at all, it related to the
platform’s southeast and northwest basal facings (U.7 and 9).
The summit consists of two distinct elements that are set in a northeast-southwest line and are
at slightly different levels. The northeast segment covers 4.5m northwest-southeast by 1.83m, ending
on the southeast in a 0.27m-high step-up (U.13) to the southwest portion of the superstructure. Three
enclosures (Rooms 1-3), that are arranged in a northwest-southeast line, occupy this segment of the
summit. These compartments are defined by stone foundations (U.11, 12, and 27) that are 0.11-0.18m
high by 0.3-0.36m wide. Room 1, the central chamber, measures 1.6x1.83m whereas its northwestern
and southeastern neighbors (Rooms 3 and 2) cover 0.7x1.83m and 1.25x1.83m, respectively. These
enclosures are all open to the north and lack built-in furniture.
After stepping up and over U.13 there is a 0.6m-wide open area that runs 3.7m northwestsoutheast, ending on the southeast with U.7 and U.18 on the northwest. The latter is a low, 0.15m-wide
wall that spans the 0.6m between U.14 on the southwest and U.13’s northeast edge. Unit 14, a 0.2m-

tall by 0.35m-wide foundation that marks the northeast margin of Rooms 4 and 5 in the southwestern
part of the superstructure. A 0.8m-wide gap in U.14 which looks out northeast over Room 1, provided
access from that chamber to Room 4. Room 4 measures 1.8x2.2m and contains a 0.1m-tall by 0.35mwide wall (U.15) that projects 0.5m northwest from the enclosure’s southeast wall (the upper part of
U.6). Unit 15 is situated at a point 0.7m southwest of Room 4’s east corner. The architectural
significance of U.15 is unclear. It might have served to create a somewhat secluded area covering
0.5x0.7m in the compartment’s east corner. If so, that cubicle was open on the northwest. Room 5 is
immediately northwest of Room 4, separated from the latter by U.16, a footing that stands 0.15m high
and measures 0.35m across. The chamber is bordered by U.14 and 5 on the northeast and southwest
while U.17 seals off the compartment’s northwest flank. The last of these constructions is a footing that
is 0.19m tall by 0.17m wide. Room 5 encompasses 0.8x1.5m and lacks built-in furniture. Gaps
measuring 0.6m and 0.1m in the chamber’s west and north corners may have provided means of
accessing and ventilating Room 5’s interior. A stone floor (U.19) wends its way along the southwest
sides of Room 4 and 5. Unit 19 defines an irregular line, beginning 0.6m northwest of Room 4’s south
corner at which point it is maximally 0.2m wide. It continues for 1.6m to the northwest, varying in width
from 0.1-0.2m over this extent, expanding to 0.5m northeast-southwest over its last 0.9m where it
partially covers the interior of Room 5.
As TS.5 drew to a close, Str. 202-43-1st was a stone faced platform that stood 0.22-0.45m tall,
covered 2.3x5.3m (on the northeast) and 2.5x4.6m (on the southwest), and was aligned approximately
11 degrees to 23 degrees (on the northwest and southeast flanks, respectively). The building may have
been expanded 0.72m to the northeast during this interval though we were unable to determine what
form the building took during this putative earlier stage. Structure 202-43-1st’s summit consists of a
northeast and southwest segments that are organized differently and at distinct levels. The northeast
portion consists of three enclosures (Rooms 1-3) that are set in a northwest-southeast line, all open to
the northeast, and bordered by foundations that are 0.11-0.18m tall by 0.3-0.36m wide. Room 1, the
central compartment of the trio, encompasses 2.9m2 while its neighbors to the northwest and
southeast measure 1.3m2 and 2.3m2. None of these chambers contain built-in furniture. The
southwestern portion of the superstructure was reached by ascending a 0.27m-tall step-up and passing
through a 0.8m-wide door that overlooks the central of the northeastern rooms. That entryway
provides access to Room 4, a compartment measuring 4m2 that may have had a cubicle covering 0.4m2
in its east corner. That small compartment was open the northwest. A second enclosure, Room 5, lies
immediately northwest of Room 4 and covers 1.2m2. Gaps of 0.6m and 0.1m in Room 5’s west and
north corners possibly provided access to, and ventilation of, the chamber’s interior. Rooms 4 and 5 are
bordered by the tops of the platform’s basal facings and footings that are 0.1-0.2m high by 0.17-0.35m
wide. A stone floor measuring 0.1-0.5m across northeast-southwest was recorded running for 2.5m
along the southwest margins of Rooms 4 and 5. As the tops of Str. 202-43-Sub1 were still visible at this
time, it may be that the latter’s filled-in interior now served as a distinct work area located off Str. 20243-1st’s southwest flank.
Architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of river cobbles among which a few faced
blocks were noted in U.5-6, 8-9, 13-14, and 16-17). All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter
faces directed outwards.

Time Span 6
The modifications made now to Str. 202-43-1st mostly affected its perimeter and did not result
in modifying its overall form, dimensions, and orientation. Two blocks composed of stones set on end
(U.20 and 21) were erected off the platform’s northeast flank. Unit 20 projects 0.9m northeast of the
platform’s east corner. It measures 1.1m across and is 0.2m high. A low, 0.5m wide wall (U.27) was
recorded running at least 0.6m northeast of U.20 (its northeast end was not found). Unit 27 may be a
foundation for a surface-level building that was raised late in Str. 202-43-1st’s history off its northeast
flank. Unit 21 is 2m northwest of U.20, extends 1m northeast of U.8, measures 0.6m across, and is 0.2m
high.
Off Str. 202-43-1st’s northwest flank, a 0.18m-high stone block (U.25) was built against the basal
facing on this side (U.9). Unit 25 intersects U.9 at a point 1.1m southwest of the edifice’s north corner
and encompasses 0.9m northeast-southwest by 0.65-0.8m (narrowing from northeast to southwest).
Extending 1m northeast from U.25’s north corner is a 0.18m-tall by 0.31m-wide wall (U.24) that
intersects U.14 at Str. 202-119-1st’s southeast corner. Together, U.9, U.25, and 24 delimit an enclosure
(Room 6) that covers 0.6x1.1m (0.7m2) and is open on the northeast. Unit 25, which closes off Room
6’s southwest flank, is broad enough to have functioned as a shelf.
A 0.34m-high by 0.41m-wide wall (U.26) now runs along the full length of Str. 202-43-1st’s
southeast side. Unit 26 is 0.6m southeast of U.6, rests atop U.3 (Str. 202-43-Sub1’s northeast footing)
on the southwest and intersects U.20 on the northeast at the latter’s south corner. The 0.3-0.45m
separating U.26 from U.7 on the northeast is filled with stones, mostly cobbles. This deposit runs for
2.4m northeast-southwest and may have been part of an effort to expand the northeast part of the
summit for 0.55-0.8m to the southeast (U.26 defines an irregular course here, varying in its distance
from U.7 by 0.25m). Southwest of these stones, the 0.6m between U.26 and U.6 is largely clear and may
have been a compartment (Room 7) that was open on the southwest. The still-visible upper portion of
U.3 might have served as a 0.44m-wide threshold into Room 7. Overall, the earthen-floored, featureless
interior of this space measures 0.6x2.5m (1.5m2).
Located off Str. 202-43-1st’s north corner are two large stones that are set even with the ancient
ground level. Unit 22, a cut block that covers 0.35x0.55m, is 0.05-0.15m northeast of the platform’s
north corner. Unit 23, a round stone with a diameter of 0.53m, is 0.4m northwest of U.22 and 0.15m
east of Str. 202-119-1st’s southeast corner. Unit 23 also sits 0.2m northeast of the mouth of Room 6.
There was some evidence that U.23’s slightly concave upper surface might have resulted from its use in
grinding, though whether that activity occurred here or in another location from which this rock was
removed is uncertain. We suspect that Units 22 and 23 are repurposed rocks that were brought in as
stepping stones to facilitate passage between Strs. 202-43-1st and 202-119-1st during rainy weather
when the ground might well have been muddy.
Numerous pottery sherds (F.2) were probably jettisoned off Str. 202-43-1st’s southwest side
near the end of its occupation. These artifacts are embedded in soft-compacted, yellow-brown soil.
Feature 2 reaches a maximum thickness of 0.27m where it borders U.5 and overlies U.3, tailing off 0.7m
to the south.

In general, two small rooms were erected during TS.6 off Str. 202-43-1st’s northwest (Room 6,
0.7m2, open on the northeast) and southeast sides (Room 7, 1.5m2, open on the southwest). Some
effort may also have been made at this time to expand the summit’s northeast segment 0.55-0.8m to
the southeast. If this was the case, the project had an unfinished appearance when excavated.
Otherwise, additions made now consisted primarily of two blocks (U.20 and 21) made of vertically set
stones off the platform’s northeast flank. These constructions are 0.2m tall and measure 0.9x1.1m and
0.6x1m. There are slight hints that a surface-level building was built off Str. 202-43-1st’s northeast flank,
one of its foundations abutting the U.20 stone block. Two possible stepping stones set 0.4m apart might
have helped people to travel dry shod between Strs. 202-43-1st and 202-119-1st during the rainy season.
Architecture erected now was made primarily of river cobbles though one piece of faced masonry was
recorded in U.26. All of these rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 7
After Str. 202-43-1st was abandoned, 0.14-0.17m of a dark grayish-brown (10YR 4/2) soil (S.2)
that contain numerous diminutive white inclusions was laid down atop S.3 northeast of Str. 202-43-1st.
This earth layer was not recorded southwest of the building where a 0.16-0.24m-thick dark gray (10YR
4/1) humus horizon (S.1) formed directly atop S.3. Stratum 1 covers S.2 by 0.08-0.23m northeast of the
edifice. Embedded in S.1 and 2 are rocks (F.1) that likely fell from final-phase construction. Feature 1’s
stones are concentrated along the S.1/2 interface northeast of Str. 202-43-1st.
Structure 202-46
Structure 202-46 is on the west edge of Site PVN 202, 3m east of Str. 202-48, 1.5m south of Str.
202-47, and 54.5m southeast of Str. 202-2, the large platform that borders the principal plaza on the
south. The terrain over which this edifice was raised ascends 0.23m across 8.92m from north-to-south
and 0.2m over 3m from east-to west. The steep descent to the lower terrace starts about 3m east of
Str. 202-46. Excavations within Subop. 202JA-JD cleared 37m2, in the process exposing all of Str. 20246-1st and about half of Str. 202-46-Sub1. Digging reached depths of 0.62m and 0.63m outside and
within architecture, respectively. One major building phase was identified for each edifice in the course
of this work that was directed by D. Rogoff from February 6-March 5, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4

-

2

-

-

S.2-3, 5

-

3

Str. 202-46-1st
Str. 202-46-Sub1

U.1-10, 19-20
U.11-17

-

-

Dates

4

-

U.18

S.1

F.1

Time Span 1
The first recorded event that transpired in Str. 202-46’s vicinity is the deposition of at least 0.2m
of a red-brown, culturally sterile clay (S.4; its base was not recorded). Stratum 4 was exposed off the
north side of Str. 202-46-1st and the south flank of Str. 202-46-Sub1. Taking these two discontinuous
exposures together, the ground surface defined by S.4 rises 0.23m over 8.92m from north-to-south.
This soil layer closely resembles the culturally sterile red-brown clay that was found to underlie human
occupation at Site PVN 202, S.4 being the local representative of this extensive deposit.
Time Span 2
Stratum 4 on the north edge of excavation is blanketed by 0.18m of a very fine-textured, hardcompacted, brown (10YR 5/3) soil (S.3). At a distance of 2.25m south of S.3’s northern exposure this soil
is replaced by a deposit of light gray (10YR 6/1) ash (S.5). Stratum 5 was revealed within a probe
measuring 0.94m north-south by 1m, the soil’s upper surface dropping 0.2m over 0.82m from north-tosouth. This ash was exposed to a maximum thickness of 0.24m; its base lies beyond excavation limits.
That S.3 is missing here at a depth where it might be expected to be found very tentatively implies that
its absence might be attributed to human actions. It could be that excavations were pursued here to
remove the underlying red-brown clay, the resulting pit being filled, in part, with ash.
A very dark brown (7.5YR 2/2) soil (S.2) covers S.3 by 0.12-0.14m north of Str. 202-46-1st. Much
of the stratigraphy was lost further south in the excavations so we are not sure if S.2 was found here
and, if so, how it might relate to constructions and other earth layers. Stratum 2 underlies architecture
on the north (Str. 202-46-1st) and we presume this was the case throughout the investigated area. As
the fill used as hearting for Str. 202-46-1st (U.20) is identical to S.2 it is difficult to determine whether S.2
continued under this platform.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-46-1st: Structure 202-46-1st is a platform delimited on all sides by substantial
vertical facings (U.1-4) that rise 0.45-0.6m directly to the earthen-floored summit and measure 0.650.9m wide. Units 1-4 cover an area of 2.8m east-west by 2.9m defining a building that is aligned ca. 5
degrees. The fill these walls retain (U.20) is a dirt that is identical to S.2 (see TS.2 for a description of this
stratum). The summit compartment measures 1.3x1.55m (2m2) and is subdivided by a 0.22m-high by
0.36m-wide wall (U.19). Unit 19 is 0.3m south of the chamber’s north wall (the interior face of the north
basal wall [U.2]). It may be that U.19 is the south facing for a shelf that runs the full 1.3m east-west
width of the summit enclosure, projecting 0.7m south from the room’s north wall.
A 0.12-0.17m-high terrace (U.5) projects 0.65-1.25m north of the core platform, running the full
2.8m length of the building’s north side (this may be the construction designated U.31 that was revealed
in the course of clearing Str. 202-47 to the north in 2004). The reason for the discrepancy in U.5’s width

is follows from the construction stepping 0.6m to the north at a point 1.4m west of the terrace’s
northeast corner. Another terrace (U.6), this one 0.35m high, extends 1.2m south of the core platform.
Unit 6 intersects the core at its southwest corner and runs 1.7m to the east before turning north to Join
the platform’s south basal facing (U.4). A 0.16m-high construction (U.7) measuring 0.22m wide extends
0.4m west from U.6’s southwest corner. Unit 7 is made up of one large rock and may have served as a
step to facilitate passage from ground surface to the southern terrace’s summit.
A rhomboidal construction (U.8) abuts the core’s southeast corner. Unit 8 is 0.2m tall, measures
1.05m north-south by 0.7m (on the north) to 0.5m wide (on the south). The walls comprising U.8 are
0.1-0.25m wide and enclose an interior space that encompasses 0.8m north-south by 0.2-0.4m across
(narrowing from north-to-south). This interior was likely filled with earth.
Two additional low walls (U.9 and 10) were tentatively identified extending east from the U.5
terrace (U.9) and the core platform (U.10). Unit 9 is 0.5m wide and was followed for 0.45m east from
U.5 before digging ceased. Unit 10 extends at least 0.55m to the east, its eastern terminus lying beyond
excavation limits. We tentatively infer that U.9 and 10 are stone foundations that were parts of surfacelevel buildings that were originally raised against the core platform’s east flank. As this side of the
building has suffered the most from erosion down the steep terrace drop-off to the east, we could only
tentatively recognize these construction units from their poorly preserved remains.
By the end of TS.3 Str. 202-46-1st’s core platform was bounded by stone facings that rose 0.450.6m directly to the earthen-floored summit and enclosed an earth fill. This portion of the edifice covers
2.8x2.9m and is aligned approximately 5 degrees. The one earthen-floored room located on the summit
encompasses 2m2 and may have has a 0.22m-high stone-faced shelf that ran 1.3m across the chamber’s
full east-west width and extended 0.7m south from the room’s north wall. A 0.12-17m-high terrace
projects 0.65-1.25m north of the core while a 0.35m-tall terrace runs 1.2m south of that platform. The
northern example extends for the full-east-width of the core (2.8m) whereas its southern counterpart
measures 1.7m east-west. A 0.16m-tall, 0.22m-wide step projects 0.4m west of the southern terrace’s
southwest corner and may have eased access to that terrace’s summit. A quadrilateral stone
construction bordered by stones and standing 0.2m tall is appended to the core’s southeast corner. This
entity covers 1.05m north-south by 0.5-0.7m wide (narrowing from north-to-south). There are also
hints of at least two surface-level buildings that might have been built against the core platform’s east
flank. The architecture raised now consists mostly of cobbles with a few angular pieces of tuff mixed in.
These rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Structure 202-46-Sub1: Structure 202-46-Sub1 is a surface-level edifice that is 1.42m south of
Str. 202-46-1st. The building is defined on the north by U.11, this foundation measuring 0.28m high,
0.56m wide, and running for 5m over which distance it is oriented roughly 282 degrees. Unit 11
expands to 0.8m across for 1.4m northwest-southeast, beginning 2.65m northwest of the wall’s
southeast end. Immediately northwest of this expansion, U.11 narrows to 0.3m across northeastsouthwest and continues at this width to its northwest terminus. A low wall measuring 0.2m across
(U.15) forms a right angle with U.11, projecting 0.55m northeast of U.11’s northwest end. Unit 15
terminates 0.25m south of Str. 202-48-1st’s southeast corner. Unit 12, a wall standing 0.3m high and
measuring 0.45m wide, runs for at least 0.75m southwest of U.11’s southeast end and likely defines the

southeast side of the room delimited by U.11 on the northeast. Located 0.25m southwest of U.11, and
running parallel to it for 2.35m, is a 0.28m-tall, 0.3m-wide wall (U.13). Unit 13 stops 1.1m shy
(northwest) of U.12. This wall bisects a stone surface (U.14) which spans the 0.25m between U.11 and
13 on the northeast and continues southwest of U.13 for 0.7m. Unit 14 measures 1.2m northwestsoutheast, its northwest margin coinciding with U.13 northwest edge.
Late in TS.3 a stone block (U.17) standing 0.2m high and measuring 1.1m across northwestsoutheast was built, spanning the 1.42m northeast-southwest that separates Strs. 202-46-1st and 20246-Sub1. Unit 17’s base rides 0.15m above that of U.11 to the southwest and 0.27m above that of Str.
202-46-1st’s southern terrace (U.6). These observed stratigraphic relations suggest that U.17’s
construction postdates the erection of the edifices it connects. The U.20 fill described earlier for Str.
202-46-1st underlies U.17 and covers S.3 in this area. Another stone block (U.16) intersects U.17 at a
point 0.2m northeast of the latter’s south corner, covers 0.6m northeast-southwest, and extends 0.6m
southeast from U.17. The relations between U.16 and 17 are unclear; it may be that the former was
built before the latter though we could not resolve this issue from the available data.
As TS.3 drew to a close, Str. 202-46-Sub1 emerged as a building that was raised on ground
surface and was defined on the northeast and southeast by stone foundations that were 0.28m-0.3m
tall by 0.45-0.56m wide. The edifice was not completely cleared but seems, from the evidence in hand,
to have been open on the northwest and, possibly, southwest, and been oriented ca. 282 degrees.
Overall, the portions of the building that we exposed encompass 2m northeast-southwest by 5m. The
interior of Str. 202-46-Sub1 is mostly taken up by a 0.28m-high by 0.3m-wide wall (U.13) that runs
parallel to, and 0.25m southwest of, the building’s northeast foundation (U.11). Unit 13 runs across a
stone surface that, including U.13, measures 1.25m northeast-southwest by 1.2m northwest-southeast.
Late in TS.3 a stone construction (U.17) was built spanning the 1.42m separating Strs. 202-46-1st on the
northeast from Str. 202-46-Sub1 on the southwest. Measuring 1.1m wide, this entity is bordered on the
southeast by a stone block that measures 0.6m on a side. Overall, it appears that Str. 202-46-Sub1
consists of a series of work areas (the stone surfaces and blocks) that were added over time. D. Rogoff,
the excavation supervisor, reports that there was a dense concentration of ceramic fragments within the
uncovered segments of Str. 202-46-Sub1, especially on both sides of U.13. He reasonably suggests that
this patterning may indicate that the area southwest of U.11 was devoted to storing pottery vessels and
their contents. All of the architecture raised now was made primarily of cobbles among which were
mixed some pieces of angular tuff. These rocks were all set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being
directed outwards.
Time Span 4
Cessation of occupation at Strs. 202-46-Sub1 and 202-46-1st was likely marked by the deposition
of a rock fill (U.18) that covered much of these edifices. There is no evidence that U.18 was introduced
as part of an effort to expand or raise the height of either building. More likely the deposition of these
stones was intended to end formally the use of both constructions. Subsequent to U.18’s deposition a
dark gray (7.5YR 7/1) humus horizon formed to thicknesses of 0.18-0.24m across the excavated area.
Embedded in S.1 are rocks (F.1) that likely fell from U.18 and some still-visible parts of final-phase

architecture. Distinguishing F.1 from U.18 is difficult everywhere so we cannot be sure of F.1’s density
or extent.
Structure 202-47
Structure 202-47 is on the eastern edge of Site PVN 202, built into the crest of the steep dropoff from the high alluvial terrace that supports the settlement towards the Rio Chamelecon to the east.
The land over which Str. 202-47 was raised ascends 1.32m across 9.2m from east-to-west. If the
terraces that were uncovered further east and downslope from Str. 202-47 are included in these
calculations, the rise is 2.21m over 14m from east-to-west. What looked on ground surface to be an
extensive terrace system (Str. 202-107) connects with Str. 202-47 on the latter’s southeast corner.
Structure 202-49 is 8.5m to the west while Strs. 202-46 and 202-62 are 1.5m south and 3m north of the
edifice and were seemingly connected to it by terrace facings. The center’s principal plaza lies 50m to
the northwest. Excavations here within Subop. 202 DG, DH, DZ, EA, FB, FF, and FG cleared 99m2,
digging being pursued to maximum depths of 1.2m and 0.67m below modern ground surface within and
beyond construction, respectively. One major building phase, to which several substantial additions
were made, was identified in the course of this work that was directed by D. Rogoff and A. Haas from
February 3-April 2, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.2-4

-

2

Str. 202-47-1st

U.1-6, 34-35

-

-

3

Str. 202-47-1st
Str. 202-46-1st

U.7-14, 36
U.31

-

-

4

Str. 202-47-1st

U.15-30, 32-33, 37

-

5

-

-

F.1

S.1-2

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in excavations conducted in Str. 202-47’s environs is the
deposition of at least 0.18m of a hard-compacted, moderately coarse-textured, red-brown clay (S.3; this
soil’s base was not found). Many small stones (0.02m or less along their greatest dimension) populate
this soil. Earth matching this description has been identified underlying architecture and other evidence
of occupation throughout Site PVN 202. In all of those locations, this red-brown clay has proven to be
culturally sterile. It is likely that, though we exposed only a limited portion of S.3 here, the same is the

case in this instance. Stratum 3 retains a relatively flat upper surface running north-south but, as noted
in the introduction to this building, it rises dramatically from east-to-west up the face of the high alluvial
terrace.
Capping S.3 by an estimated 0.35m to the south is a hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured,
brown clay (S.2) that contains numerous small rocks (0.02m or less on their longest dimension).
Embedded in this segment of S.2 is a lens composed of hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, tan
soil (S.4) in which are embedded a plethora of rocks that are 0.01m or less along their greatest
dimension. Stratum 4 is 0.11m thick where it first emerges from the north wall of a probe dug 0.72m
south of Str. 202-47-1st, the lens pinching out 0.3m further to the south. Where S.2 is exposed in other
parts of Str. 202-47-1st it generally covers final-phase architecture. This is also the case on the south but
here a substantial portion of the soil underlies at least TS.3 construction. For the moment we propose
that S.2 started accumulating relatively early in the occupation of this area, its deposition resuming after
Str. 202-47-1st was abandoned.
Time Span 2
This interlude began with the deposition of around 0.15m of a moderately soft-compacted, finetextured, tan soil (U.34) that was mixed with ash. Unit 34 was seemingly introduced to level off
undulations in the ground surface prior to erecting Str. 202-47-1st’s basal walls. The latter (U.1-4) define
the platform’s perimeter and rise 0.9-1.1m directly to the earthen-floored summit. Units 1-4 are 0.70.9m wide. The building encompasses 3.85x5.2m and is oriented approximately 354 degrees. A gap
spanning 0.35m was noted in the edifice’s southeast corner. Rather than being part of the building’s
original design, it appears that this fissure is the outcome of the eastern wall (U.3) pulling away from the
southern facing (U.4) as the former gradually succumbed to the inexorable effects of erosion. Structure
202-47-1st’s superstructure apparently consisted of one earthen-floored enclosure (Room 1) that covers
2.1x3.5m (7.4m2) and contains two small pieces of built-in furniture. Unit 6 is a block of stones that
stands 0.3m tall and encompasses 0.45x0.7m. This construction is 0.15m east of the platform’s western
basal facing (U.1) and 0.6m north of its southern basal wall (U.4). Lying 1.65m north of U.6 is a 0.25mhigh ‘L-shaped’ construction (U.5). Unit 5’s ‘leg’ measures 0.15m across and projects 0.6m south from
the interior face of U.2, the northern platform facing. Its ‘base’ then extends 0.25m east of the ‘leg’s’
southern terminus and encompasses 0.3m across north-south. Unit 5 intersects U.2 at a point 0.55m
east of the superstructure’s northwest corner. The architectural and behavioral significance of U.5 and
6 is unclear. They may be shelves though they seem small for that purpose. It should be noted that, as
these entities were raised within an enclosure that remained open throughout the building’s history,
they could have been built at any time in that occupation.
It may be that Str. 202-47-1st was fronted by a 0.62m-high terrace (U.35) on its north flank. Due
in part to the adverse effects of erosion of Str. 202-47-1st’s northeast corner, it is hard to determine the
dimensions of this construction. At present it appears that U.35 projects 1m north from the platform’s
northwest corner and then turns to run east, possibly for the entirety of the building’s north side. If this
was the case then Str. 202-47-1st measured 3.85x6.2m by the end of TS.2.

The architecture raised during TS.2 was fashioned primarily from rounded stones, their flatter
aspects directed outwards. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 3
It was in the course of this interval that three compartments (Rooms 2-4) were added to the
original platform’s west flank. These earthen-floored enclosures are defined by stone foundations (U.813) that are 0.34-0.6m high by 0.4-0.8m wide, the complex resting on an earthen fill (U.14) that buried
the lower 0.4m of U.1, the TS.2 platform’s western basal facing. Consequently, the compartments
comprising this addition would have been about 0.4m above ancient ground surface, their floors 0.50.7m below that of Room 1 on the core platform’s summit. Units 8-11 which define the perimeter of
the room complex thus served as both supports for perishable upper walls and means of retaining the
U.14 fill that supported Rooms 2-4. These compartments are set in a north-south line, the
northernmost member of the triad (Room 2) covering 1.6x1.65m. A door measuring 1.22m across may
have existed at this time in the enclosure’s southwest corner, providing access to Room 3, the central
member of the complex. This enclosure measures 2.4x1.7m and had a 0.4m-high stone-faced shelf
(U.36) built into its northeast interior corner. Unit 36 measures 0.4x0.45m and was integrated with
U.13, the foundation that delimits Room 2 on the north. A passage measuring 0.65m across pierced the
center of U.12, the footing separating Rooms 3 and 4. The latter enclosure measures 1.6x1.8m and had
a 0.5m-wide door (U.11) in its southeast corner. This portal provided access from outside the room
complex to Room 4 and, from there, to the other two compartments. No other built-in furniture was
recorded in this enclosure. Unit 11 intersects the core platform at its southwest corner, projecting
0.95m to the south where it corners with U.10, the southern foundation of the room complex.
At about this time, a 0.2m-tall wall (U.31) was erected 1.96m south of Str. 202-47-1st (south of
U.10). Given U.31’s location, it is likely that this entity is part of the Str. 202-46-1st which is Str. 202-471st’s close southern neighbor. We did not pursue further work on Str. 202-46-1st during 2004.
By the conclusion of TS.3, Str. 202-47-1st’s core platform remained unchanged from TS.2. The
major transformation involved the addition of about 0.4m of earth fill west of that platform atop which
three compartments were erected. This complex joins the TS.2 platform at its northwest corner and
extends for a total of 7.5m to the south, projecting 2.1m west of that TS.2 construction. As a result of
the addition, Str. 202-47-1st had a bi-level summit; Room 1 atop the core platform on the east sitting
0.5-0.7m above the western rooms which, in turn, stood 0.4m above ancient ground surface. The
earthen-floored enclosures are set in a north-south line and are bounded by stone footings that are
0.34-0.6m high by 0.4-0.8m wide. Moving from north to south, the rooms measure 2.6m2, 4.1m2, and
2.9m2 and are generally devoid of built-in furniture save for the 0.4m-high shelf that was set in the
northeast interior corner of the central compartment (Room 3). This shelf measures 0.4x0.45m. The
enclosures were apparently entered through a 0.5m-wide door in the southeast corner of their
southernmost member (Room 4). From here it would have been possible to access the remaining
enclosures through passages measuring 0.65m and 1.22m across as one moved south-to-north through
Rooms 3 and 2. Room 1, on the summit of the core platform, backed this trio of enclosures on the east
though it is not clear if it could have been reached directly from them. In fact, how that superstructure
might have been accessed in any period remains unclear.

Architecture raised now, as was the case for constructions erected during TS.2, was fashioned
primarily of cobbles that were set in a mud mortar. The flatter faces of the rocks are directed outwards.
Time Span 4
Once again, the core platform raised during TS.2 remained relatively unmodified. While Rooms
2-4 likely still continued to be used their doors were sealed with stones and their interiors filled (U.37)
up to the tops of their foundations. The addition of U.37 would have brought the floors of the western
enclosures to about the level of Room 1 and completely obscured the U.36 shelf. Two low walls (U.15
and 16), each measuring 0.3-0.35m across, were raised atop this elevated surface within the central of
the three western compartments (Room 3). Unit 16 projects 0.7m east from U.9, the western border
wall of the room complex. It is 0.2m south of U.13, Room 3’s northern footing, and 1m north of U.15.
The latter extends 0.5m east of U.9. Units 15 and 16 might define the south and north sides of an
entrance feature, directing traffic across the newly elevated surface of Room 3 towards Room 1 on the
summit of the core platform to the east. Reaching that access feature from ground surface on the west
would have meant finding some way of navigating the ca. 0.9m separating ground level from the
platform’s summit. How this might have been achieved in this spot is not clear.
A new earthen-floored compartment, Room 5, was appended to the building’s west face.
Defined by foundations (U.19-22) that are 0.25-0.33m tall by 0.35-0.6m wide, this enclosure was built
directly on ancient ground level. Unit 22, the eastern footing, abuts and runs along the outer (western)
face of U.9, thereby creating a wall that is 0.95m wide east-west. The western footing (U.20) diverged
from the general orientation of Str. 202-47-1st, being aligned ca. 350 degrees. Overall, this addition
measures 3.05m east-west by 4.1m; Room 5 encompassing 2.55x3.15m. A 0.3m-tall stone-faced shelf
(U.32) is built into Room 5’s northeast corner. Unit 32 measures 1.2m on a side. Catty-corner from U.32
in the compartment’s southwest corner is another shelf (U.33). Unit 33 is 0.25m tall and is as long as it
is wide (0.65m). A circle composed of packed stones (U.23) is built off the addition’s northwest corner.
Unit 23 has a diameter of 1.26m, its base resting 0.14m above that of the northern (U.19) and western
(U.20) footings. This slight discrepancy in depths may suggest that U.23 was added relatively late to the
Room 5 complex or was set directly on ancient ground surface whereas the compartment’s foundations
were set slightly below that level.
At about this time the south flank of Str. 202-47-1st was expanded 0.67m south of U.10 (the
southern foundation in the Room 2-4 complex) and 1.7m south of U.4, the southern basal facing of the
core platform. This expansion was accomplished by the construction of U.30, a 0.45m-high wall that
completely obscured U.10 and intersects the Room 5 addition at its southeast corner. Unit 30 describes
a somewhat irregular course where it fronts U.10 and peters out on the east without a clear resolution.
Most likely this last feature results from the loss of U.30’s east end to erosion down the steep terrace
slope.
Projecting 0.7m south of Str. 202-47-1st is a 0.15m-tall ‘L-shaped’ wall (U.24) that intersects the
building at the junction of U.30 with Room 5’s southeast corner. Unit 24’s northern element is 0.2m
wide and gives way on the south to a segment that extends 0.7m to the east and is 0.3m wide. This last

portion parallels U.30 which is 0.5m to the north. Together U.24 and U.30 define a cubicle that covers
0.5x0.7m and is open on the east.
On the north side of Str. 202-47-1st two outsets were appended, one (U.17) to U.8 (the western
room complex’s northern wall) and the other (U.18) to U.35 (the core platform’s northern terrace
facing). Unit 17 is 0.5m tall, extends 0.7-0.8m north of U.8, and measures 1.35m east-west. This outset
intersects U.8 at a point 0.6m east of the room complex’s northwest corner. Unit 8 seems to have still
risen 0.34m above the top of U.17. Unit 18 is 0.4m east of U.17, stands about 0.4m tall, extends 0.75m
north of U.35,and measures at least 2.2m east-west. As is often the case with constructions on the east
side of this building, we suspect that U.18’s eastern terminus was lost to erosion down the terrace
descent and so its full length could not be determined. Unit 35 probably still stood 0.4m above the top
of U.18. It may be that U.17 and 18 afforded access to the platform’s summit.
Five terraces (U.25-29) were erected downslope to the east of Str. 202-47-1st. When they were
raised in the building’s construction sequence is unclear. Unit 25, the basal riser, is 0.36m tall by 1.6m
wide and is succeeded on the west by U.26. The latter ascends 0.32m above U.25’s earthen tread and
runs back 1.2m to the west where it ends in U.27. That riser stands 0.21m tall and extends 0.6m to the
west where it is succeeded by U.28. Unit 28 is 0.17m high and lies 1.9m east of U.3, the core platform’s
eastern basal facing. Located 1.3m south of U.26 is what appears to be the northeast corner of another
terrace (U.29). Unit 29 is 0.3m tall, 0.8m of its north wall being exposed along with a segment of the
east wall which extends at least 0.5m south of its junction with the northern line. Units 25-29 are
variably oriented: 13 degrees (U.25), 21 degrees (U.26), 8 degrees (U.27), 357 degrees (U.28), and 1
degree (U.29). These divergent readings may be due to a variety of factors including the tendency of
downslope erosion to distort the original alignments.
Taking into account the 0.67m-wide addition to Str. 202-47-1st’s south flank and the filling in of
Rooms 2-4 on its west side, the building now stood 0.9-1.1m tall, encompassed 5.95m east-west by
8.17m north-south, and was oriented roughly 354 degrees. The superstructure likely consisted at this
time of four rooms that all occupied the top of a level summit. A large back (east) chamber (7.4m2) is
fronted on the west by three compartments set in a north south line and encompassing, from north to
south, 2.6m2, 4.1m2, and 2.9m2. The only constructions within these three western enclosures are two
low walls that may mark the north and south sides of a 1m-wide passage leading to the east chamber.
No sign of step providing access to that putative entrance was located. The two outsets that stand 0.4m
and 0.5m tall that were raised against Str. 202-47-1st’s north flank may have provided a means of
reaching the superstructure. These constructions project 0.7-0.8m north of the platform and measure
1.35m and 2.2m across. Rooms raised directly on ancient ground level were appended to the building’s
south and west sides. The smallest is located off the edifice’s south flank, covers 0.4m2, and is open on
the east. Room 5, raised against Str. 202-47-1st’s west side near its southwest corner, is considerably
larger. It is defined by stone foundations that are 0.25-0.33m high by 0.35-0.6m wide. They completely
enclose an earthen-floored space that measures 8m2 and contains two stone-faced shelves, one in its
northeast and the other in the southwest interior corner. The former stands 0.3m tall and measures
1.2m on a side. Its southwestern counterpart is 0.25m tall and is 0.65m long on its exposed north and
east flanks. A circle of packed stones measuring 1.26m in diameter was built against Room 5’s
northwest exterior corner possibly late in the occupation history of Str. 202-47-1st. At least five stone-

faced, earthen-floored terraces were built into the east-to-west ascent of the river terrace off Str. 20247-1st’s east side. These risers are 0.17-0.36m tall by 0.6-1.6m wide and are variably oriented at 357, 1,
8, 13, and 21 degrees. Rather than there being one tall and continuous terrace east of Str. 202-47-1st as
appears on the site map, the edifice’s east flank was fronted by multiple risers that were part of several
distinct terrace systems.
Constructions raised now were fabricated primarily of cobbles among which were mixed some
angular rocks. The stones are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects generally being directed
outwards.
Time Span 5
After Str. 202-47-1st was abandoned, the deposition of S.2 resumed (see TS.1 for a description).
Forming atop S.2 is a 0.1-0.21m-thick humus horizon (S.1) distinguished from the former by its darker
brown hue. Embedded in S.1 and upper S.2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely
tumbled from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-48
Structure 202-48 is on the southeast margin of Site PVN 202, 3m west of Str. 202-46, 2m
southwest of Str. 202-47, and 47.5m southeast of Str. 202-2, the sizable building that seals the south
side of the principal plaza. The terrain over which Str. 202-48-1st was built is relatively flat. Digging
pursued within Subop. 202JG-JK and NK cleared 31m2 in the course of which at least three-quarters of
the edifice was uncovered. Excavations reached 0.68m and 0.7m below modern ground surface within
and beyond architecture, respectively. Two major building phases were identified in the course of this
work which was directed by Z. Lee from February 6-March 24, 2008.
Note: Structure 202-48 was mistakenly referred to as Str. 202-49 in the field and so in the field notes.
Structure 202-48 is the correct designation.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3, 5

-

2

Str. 202-48-2nd

U.1-3

S.4, 6

F.2-3

3

Str. 202-48-1st

U.4-8, 10-12,
15

-

-

4

Str. 202-48-1st

U.9, 13-14, 16 -

F.4-5

Dates

5

-

-

S.1-3

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in the environs of Str. 202-48 is the deposition of at least 0.28m
of a gray-brown (10YR 4/2.5) soil off the building’s north side (S.3; this layer’s base was not found).
Stratum 3 was followed for 2.45m north of Str. 202-48-1st over which distance it retained a level upper
surface.
Stratum 3’s place is taken south of Str. 202-48-1st by a very dark gray earth (10YR 3/1, S.5) that
accumulated to a thickness of at least 0.2m now (its base was not identified). As S.5 continued to be
deposited during TS.5, it is difficult to determine how much of this earth was laid down during TS.1. This
estimate is based by our inference as to how much of S.5 would have to have been in place to support
TS.3 architecture. Similar questions do not arise concerning S.3 which runs under Str. 202-48-1st’s north
basal wall (U.4). Traces of S.5 were found under construction (U.1) pertaining to Str. 202-48-2nd.
In general, S.3 and 5 might have been parts of the same deposit at least parts of which were
introduced prior to any construction relating to Str. 202-48. The color distinctions we used to
distinguish between these earth layers in the field may qualify as minor variations in the appearance of a
single depositional unit.
Time Span 2
What is glossed as Str. 202-48-2nd consists of three separate constructions (U.1-3) that may or
may not have been parts of the same edifice. The most substantial of these, U.1, is a 0.43m-high by
0.5m-wide wall that was exposed for 1.4m over which distance it was aligned ca. 269 degrees. The full
east-west dimensions of U.1 are not known as it was overlain by TS.3 architecture on the east (U.10) and
west (U.11). Unit 1 sits in S.5, its lower 0.1m buried by that soil. For 0.17m above S.5, U.1 is covered by
a dark gray-brown soil (S.6) in which are embedded two superimposed burnt earth floors (F.2 and 3)
that are 0.01-0.02m-thick. Feature 2 intersects U.1 at a point 0.08m up from the S.5/6 interface, F.3
resting an additional 0.06m above the former. A pebble-rich, gray ash lens (S.4) was recorded 0.06m
below F.2, resting on the S.5/6 interface. Stratum 4 is maximally 0.06m thick and pinches out 0.09m
north of U.1; this lens may have been truncated on the north by the construction of U.4 during the
subsequent time span. Features 2 and 3 were followed for 0.3m north of U.1 where they ended in TS.3
construction (U.4). It may well be that the raising of U.4 involved cutting through these floors and,
possibly, the S.4 ash. As F.2-3 and S.4 did not continue north of U.4 it may be that at least part of that
wall was in place now, defining the north side of this putative construction. In line with this
interpretation, U.4’s south side sits 0.18m above the base of its north face; the latter is equivalent to the
bottom of U.1. Though the evidence is hardly definitive, it is possible that U.4 measured 0.34m across at
this point defining with U.1 a stone-lined entity the interior of which encompassed 0.6m north-south. If
so, then whatever burning yielded F.2-3 and S.4 may have been encompassed by U.1 and 4 on the south
and north. Unit 4 would then have been expanded in width and length to fashion Str. 202-48-1st north
flank during TS.3. At the very least, it appears that U.1 was the south wall within a construction devoted
to tasks associated with repeated, intense burnings.

Unit 2 is a 0.2m-tall, 0.58m-wide wall that is located 1.8m northeast of the easternmost exposed
portion of U.1. This wall was traced for 0.6m when excavations ceased, the construction being oriented
very approximately 358 degrees. A 0.2m-wide extension of U.2 extends 0.3m south of U.2’s southeast
corner. Units 1 and 2 occupy nearly identical stratigraphic positions and are almost certainly
contemporary. No signs of burning were, however, found directly associated with the latter entity.
Unit 3 is a collection of five stones that together form an ill-defined construction that is about
0.2m tall and covers 0.47m north-south by 0.87m. Located 0.18m south of Str. 202-48-1st (U.6), this
entity was designated a construction based on the flat-laid disposition of the rocks and the lack of any
other exposed architecture from which they might have fallen. Unit 3 was set below the base of Str.
202-48-1st’s southern basal facing (U.6) strongly suggesting that the former predates the latter.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-48-1st is a platform that was bounded by vertical facings (U.4-7) that rose 0.40.55m directly to the earthen-floored summit. Units 4-7 are 0.55-0.75m wide. These walls retain a fill
composed of a dark gray-brown soil (U.15) that contains few rocks. The introduction of U.15 covered all
but the top of U.1. A 0.2m-high step (U.8) step projects 0.6m north from near the center of the
platform’s north facing (U.4). Unit 8 joins U.4 at a point 1.25m west of the building’s northeast corner
and measures 1.35m across east-west. Unit 4 likely projected 0.25m above U.8’s tread. Unit 8 leads to
an area measuring 1.4m east-west by 1.48m that is bounded by U.10 and 11 on the east and west.
These constructions are stone blocks that stand 0.22m tall and encompass 1.1m (U.11 on the west) and
1.5m (U.10 on the east) north south. Unit 11 measures 0.75m across while U.10 is 1.6m wide. These
low constructions apparently defined the east and west sides of a 1.4m-wide entryway leading into the
summit room; U.1’s top was likely still visible at this time, its south margin defining the passage’s south
edge.
The summit enclosure covers 1.92m north-south by 2.6m and contains a stone surface (U.12)
comprised exclusively of four to five faced blocks. Unit 12 covers 0.9m east-west by 1.3m and is situated
in the summit chamber’s southeast quadrant, 0.2m north of the enclosure’s southeast interior corner.
The blocks comprising U.12 were heavily cracked, that fragmentation seemingly happening in place.
By the end of TS. 3, Str. 202-48-1st was a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that stood 0.4-0.55m
high, covered 4.03m north-south by 3.95m east-west, and was oriented due north-south. A 0.2m-high
by 1.35m-wide (east-west) step projects 0.6m north from near the middle of the platform’s north face.
This riser gives way to a vestibule that encompasses 2.1m2 and leads on the south to the single summit
room. This earth-floored compartment encompasses 5m2 and is delimited by the platform’s basal
facings atop which were likely raised perishable walls topped with a thatch roof. A stone surface
composed of deeply fractured masonry blocks is located in the room’s southeast quadrant. This floor
measures 0.9m east-west by 1.3m. No other built-in furniture was recorded within the superstructure.
All architecture raised now, with the exception of the aforementioned summit floor, was fashioned
primarily of cobbles among which were mixed a few angular pieces of tuff. Some of the latter were

roughly faced to create at least one vertical face on each rock. These stones were set in a mud mortar,
their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 4
During this interval, Str. 202-48-1st was expanded 0.59m to the east through the construction of
U.9. The latter stands 0.35m high, runs the full length of the building’s east side, and is backed on the
west by a stone fill (Included in U.9). Structure 202-48-1st’s earlier east basal facing (U.7) likely still stood
0.17m above U.9 during this interval.
The edifice’s summit was seemingly covered by a stone fill (U.16) that covered the U.12 stone
surface. A 0.1m-high by 0.15m-wide wall (U.13) runs across U.12 for 1.32m at an orientation of roughly
12 degrees. Unit 13 stops 0.1m short of U.6 (the south basal wall) on the south and 0.6m south of U.10
(the stone block defining the entry vestibule on the east) on the north. This wall may have been part of
a relatively modest construction that was raised atop Str. 202-48-1st after the latter was largely
abandoned. A circular construction (U.14) lies 0.5m northwest of U.13, 0.1m south of the northern
vestibule. Unit 14 measures, overall, 0.5m east-west by 1m and is delimited by curved stone walls that
are 0.15m wide; its interior encompasses 0.4x0.6m. The reality of U.14 was questioned multiple times
during excavations. It is set within the U.16 fill and we debated whether this seeming construction was
a product of fortuitously distributed fill rocks or purposeful human actions. There were no signs of
burning in U.14’s vicinity.
A patch of burnt earth (F.4) was recorded 0.4m north of U.4 and 0.62m east of U.8, the
platform’s north basal wall and step, respectively. Feature 4 is roughly oval in shape, measures
0.12x0.2m, and points to tasks that involved highly localized and intense burning off Str. 202-48-1st’s
north side late in the building’s occupation.
A dense concentration of stones (F.5) was recorded extending roughly 1m east of U.9. These
rocks may be part of a late, poorly preserved construction off the platform’s east side. Feature 5 joins
U.9 approximately 1.95m south of the building’s northeast corner and continues for ca. 1.8m south
where it might have ended near Str. 202-48-1st’s southeast corner. No formal facings were recorded
bordering F.5 and its architectural and behavioral significance remain uncertain.
As TS.4 drew to a close, Str. 202-48-1st retained its earlier form and orientation though it now
measured 4.54m east-west (including U.9 but not F.5). The summit room was filled with a rock fill, that
activity possibly terminating the building’s use. The 0.1m-high by 0.15m-wide wall raised atop this fill
may well be the remnants of a foundation from a surface-level building that was erected atop the
largely abandoned remains of the earlier platform. A circle defined by stone walls that are 0.15m-wide
and cover a space measuring 0.5x1m may have been located 0.5m northwest of, and been associated
with, that footing. A patch of charred earth encompassing 0.12x0.2m located 0.4m north of the
platform points to the conduct of activities here that involved intense, if highly localized, burning at
some point in this sequence. There are also hints of efforts to expand Str. 202-48-1st once again to the
east but, if this was indeed the case, there is no evidence that this building project was ever finished. All

architecture raised now was primarily made from cobbles mixed with angular fragments of tuff. All of
the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 5
After human use of Str. 202-48-1st ceased the building was gradually covered by the laying down
of S.1 and 2 along with the resumed deposition of S.3 (see TS.1 for a description of this last soil).
Stratum 3 eventually came to cover all but the uppermost 0.1m of U.6, Str. 202-48-1st’s south basal wall.
Once again, S.3 was not recognized off the building’s north side. Stratum 2 is a very dark gray-brown soil
(10YR 3/1) that accumulated to depths of 0.06-0.14m now. The dark gray-brown humus horizon (10YR
3/1) formed to a thickness of 0.06-0.24m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2, and to a much lesser extent
in upper S.3, is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that almost certainly tumbled from finalphase architecture.
Structure 202-53
Structure 202-53 is 1.5m south of Str. 202-57, 2m west of Str. 202-52, and 3m north of Str. 20239. The ground on which Str. 202-53 was built rises 0.6m over 7.87m from north-to-south and 0.16m
across 7.27m from east-to-west. Digging here within Subop. 202GX, GY, GZ, HA, HM, and HY uncovered
66m2, revealing about three-quarters of the building in the process. Excavations reached maximum
depths of 1.18m and 0.58m below modern ground surface beyond and within architecture, respectively.
One major construction phase was identified in the course of this work which was pursued from April
13-27, 2004 under the direction of L. Britain.
Time Spans
Time
Span
1

Construction
Phase
-

Units
-

Strata
S.5-7

Features
-

2

Str. 202-53-Sub1

U.1

-

F.4

3

-

-

S.3-4

F.3

4

Str. 202-53-1st

U.2-3, 6-7,
9-12, 14-16, 25,
29

-

5

Str. 202-53-1st

U.4-5, 8, 13,
23-24

-

-

6

Str. 202-53-1st

U.17-22, 26-28, 30

-

Dates

7

Str. 202-53-Sub2

U.31

S.2

-

8

-

-

S.1-2

F.1-2

Time Span 1
The first activity attested to in the environs of Str. 202-53 is the deposition of at least 0.09m of a
light yellow-brown (10YR 6/4), fine-textured soil (S.7; its base was not uncovered). Stratum 7 was only
exposed in a 1.18m-deep probe that measures 1x1m and which was dug south of Str. 202-53-1st. In this
limited space, S.7 rose 0.05m over 0.63m from south-to-north. Blanketing S.7 by 0.12-0.14m is a brown
(10YR 5/3), gritty earth (S.6). Unlike its predecessor, S.6 maintains a level upper surface over the 0.63m
it was exposed running north-south. Stratum 6 was, in turn, covered by 0.12m of a light gray-brown
(10YR 6/2), fine-textured soil that contains small white inclusions and pebbles (S.5). Stratum 5’s moreor-less level upper surface apparently defined ground level when Str. 202-53-Sub1 was erected in TS.2.
Strata 5 and 6 contain artifacts, pointing to a human presence nearby when they were being laid down.
Time Span 2
It was at this time that Str. 202-53-Sub1 was raised. The sole portion of the edifice revealed in
our excavations is a 0.29m-tall stone wall (U.1) that extends 0.12m into S.4, is at least 0.4m wide northsouth, and is aligned ca. 100 degrees (based on its exposed length of 1m). A 0.02m-thick deposit of
burnt earth (F.4) rests atop S.4, abuts U.1, and pinches out 0.23m north of that wall. Based on U.1’s
relatively substantial construction, we surmise that it was the north basal facing for a platform that
extends to the south. Its stratigraphic position at 0.3m below the base of Str. 202-53-1st’s south
perimeter wall (U.4) 2.5m to the north, strongly indicates that Str. 202-53-Sub1 was erected prior to the
latter edifice.
Time Span 3
Following Str. 202-53-Sub1’s abandonment the building along with the top of S.5 was covered
by 0.03m (over U.1) and 0.32m (above S.5 and F.4) of a brown (10YR 4/3) soil (S.4) that contained
numerous pottery sherds. Subsequently this layer was covered by 0.17m of a gray-brown (10YR 5/2)
earth (S.3) throughout which are scattered many diminutive white flecks and pebbles. Stratum 3 is also
recorded off Str. 205-53-1st’s north and west sides (we did not dig deep enough on the east to test for
the existence of this soil). Based on the stratigraphic positions of S.3’s north and south exposures, this
layer rose 0.43m over 9.1m from north-to-south. It was noted that off that building’s west side S.3 is
overlain by a 0.08-0.1m-thick deposit composed of numerous ceramic fragments set in a brown soil
(F.3). Feature 3 was traced for 1.28m west of one of Str. 202-53-1st’s western perimeter walls (U.5) over
which distance it maintains a level upper surface. This distinctive layer apparently stops directly
beneath U.5 though its western terminus was not identified. It may well be that F.3 was purposefully
introduced to raise and level out the terrain off Str. 202-53-1st’s west flank just prior to the erection of
that edifice.
Time Span 4

Structure 202-53-1st defies conventional expectations of what a platform should look like. This
is due in no small part to the strong likelihood that the building was not a platform. Instead, what we
glossed as Str. 202-53-1st is a complex of related constructions that grew in size and complexity over
time. Its core consists of an earthen-floored enclosure (Room 1) that encompasses 1.84m by 2.9m
(measured across its center) and which is delimited by substantial stone walls (U.9-12) that are 0.30.48m high by 0.6-0.7m wide. Overall, this portion of the building is aligned roughly 103 degrees. The
northern foundation (U.9) does not run a straight east-west course but steps back (south) 0.35m at a
point 3m west of the room’s northeast exterior corner. Much of the enclosure’s interior is taken up by a
0.23m-high stone-faced bench (U.16) that runs 2.2m east-west, stopping 0.7m shy (west) of the
compartment’s east wall (U.10). Unit 16 projects 0.95m north from the room’s south wall (U.11). A
0.1m-tall riser (U.14) projects 0.34m north of Room 1’s north face (U.9) and measures 0.89m east-west.
Unit 14 might have functioned as a step leading to an undetected door built into the perishable wall
supported by U.9. Fronting U.10, Room 1’s east foundation, is a 0.2m-tall outset (U.15) that extends
0.2-0.26m east of the former wall and measures 0.7m north-south. Unit 15 intersects U.10 at a point
0.8m north of Room 1’s southeast exterior corner. Like U.14 on the north, U.15 might have been a step
providing access to Room 1.
Room 1 looks north toward Str. 202-57-1st over what seems to have been a series of two stonefaced terraces. The basal, northernmost example (U.6) is 0.22m high and runs 4.6m at an orientation of
approximately 96 degrees. Unit 6’s tread is 0.93m wide and terminates on the south at U.2. The fill
(U.29) backing U.6 is a dark gray (10YR 4/1), pebble-rich soil that is mottled with white flecks. Unit 2
ascends 0.28m above U.6’s tread and was exposed running for 4.2m parallel to U.6. It may well have
been the case that U.2 extended the additional 0.4m to the east that would bring it in line with the
eastern terminus of U.6. Room 1 is 1.76m south of U.2. A 0.28m-tall construction (U.7) projects 0.36m
north of U.2 and runs for 1.8m east-west. Unit 7 is located 0.4m east of U.2’s west end. The purpose of
this construction is unclear. As U.2 and 7 are both set 0.17m into S.3, it may well be that they are
contemporary, the latter being an early outset to the former. Unit 6, whose base is 0.12m above that of
U.7, might then have been a later addition. It is unclear how U.2 and 6 were resolved on the west. On
the east they apparently terminate in U.3, a 0.14m-high facing that we infer ran for 6.3m at an azimuth
of ca. 4 degrees. Unit 3 was exposed in two segments separated by 4.2m. The similar alignments and
heights of these walls are, therefore, used to argue for a connection between them that was not
definitively established. Over its southernmost exposed 1.5m, U.3 was backed on the west by a stone
surface (U.25). Unit 25 runs 1.1m west to U.10, Room 1’s east foundation.
By the conclusion of TS.4, Str. 202-53-1st consisted of an enclosure, Room 1, that was bounded
by substantial stone foundations, covers 5.3m2 (on its interior), and looked out northward over two
stone-faced terraces that were built into the north-to-south rise on which this complex was erected.
The terraces are 0.22m and 0.28m high by 0.93m and 1.76m wide. A 0.1m tall step set against the
center of Room 1’s north wall likely provided access to the compartment as did a comparable riser that
was built against Room 1’s east side. The enclosure itself is surfaced with earth and contains a 0.23mtall stone-faced bench that spans 2.2m east-west and projects 0.95m north from the compartment’s
south wall. The orientations of these constructions vary somewhat. Room 1 is aligned ca. 103 degrees
while the terraces are oriented roughly 96 degrees. The two northern terraces end in a 0.14m-tall stone

facing (U.3) that seems to have run along the complex’s east side for 6.3m at an azimuth of
approximately 4 degrees. This low construction ended at a point that is approximately even with Room
1’s southeast corner. A stone floor ran back 1.1m west from U.3 to front Room 1 on the east. All
architecture raised now was made primarily of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. The flatter aspects
of these rocks are generally directed outwards.
Time Span 5
During this phase the two northern terraces (U.6 and 2) along with the eastern perimeter wall
(U.3) were not significantly modified. Room 1’s interior seems to have remained unchanged though its
exterior walls were expanded on the south (U.4) and west (U.5 and 13) by constructions that extended
these foundations 0.5-1m (on the south) and 0.54m (on the west). Unit 13 also wrapped around Room
1’s northwest corner to fill in the step-back in its northern footing (U.9) that was described under TS.4.
As a result of this change, Room 1’s north foundation’s north face now ran straight east-west. Unit 13
on the west parallels and extends U.12 (Room 1’s west facing) 0.54m to the west, U.12 still projecting an
estimated 0.2m above U.13. A stone floor (U.24) runs 0.55m west of U.13 and encompasses at least
3.1m north-south (its northern segment may have been covered by U.5, see below). This surface is
bounded by U.8 on the west (see below). Unit 13 extends for an inferred 2.5m in front of U.12 before
projecting 0.8m to the west where it joins U.5. That last construction is 0.48m high and rests on, and
extends 0.25m beyond, the U.24 pavement. Unit 5 continues south for 1.55m where it corners with U.4.
The latter is 0.33m tall and runs for an estimated 7m at an orientation of roughly 92 degrees. The
divergence in alignments of Room 1 (ca. 103 degrees) and U.4 accounts for variations in the width of the
southern addition (U.4) which narrows from west to east. Unit 11 was still visible for about 0.06m above
U.4’s top. Overall, these changes expanded Room 1’s footprint to 4.6m east-west by 3.5-4m northsouth.
Other modifications were visited on Str. 202-53-1st’s west side. Unit 23, a 0.1m-tall
construction, was appended onto the north face of the northern basal terrace (U.6). This construction
extends 0.2m north of U.6, intersects the latter 4.2m west of its northeast corner with U.3, and runs for
2.5m to the west in front of and beyond U.6. Unit 23 corners on the west with U.8, a 0.1m-tall wall that
extends 5.75m south from that intersection. The southern terminus of U.8 is unclear; it likely joins U.5
at a point 0.25m east of that wall’s corner with U.13. Like U.3 on the east, U.8 does not seem to have
been a fill retaining wall. Instead, it apparently served to formalize the western margin of the Str. 20253-1st complex. Together, U.3 and 8 now defined an earthen-floored area measuring 6.7m east-west
fronting Room 1 on the north.
Structure 202-53-1st, by the end of TS.5, continued to consist of an enclosure (Room 1) bordered
by sizable stone foundations that occupies the top of a low north-to-south rise. This compartment’s
western and southern walls were expanded by additions that were raised now, these modifications also
filling in the inset in Room 1’s north foundation. As a result of these changes, Room 1 now covers
overall 3.5-4m north-south by 4.6m east-west and is still aligned roughly 103 degrees. Its earthen
floored interior was unchanged from TS.4. Room 1 continues to look north over two low terraces and
was probably entered via steps set against its north and east walls. The addition of a 0.1m-tall stone
perimeter wall on the west side of the Str. 202-53-1st complex, together with a comparable earlier

eastern construction (U.3) and the uppermost northern terrace (U.2) created an extensive open space
measuring 1.76x6.7m (11.8m2) that fronts Room 1. Most of this area was surfaced with earth though
stone floors were recorded along its west (U.24) margin and immediately east of Room 1 (U.25). All
constructions raised now were fashioned primarily of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. Some faced
tuff blocks were recorded in U.5 and 8. The flatter aspects of all of the stones were directed outwards.
Time Span 6
The major changes made to the Str. 202-53-1st now consist largely of raising blocks composed of
stones that are set vertically in different parts of the complex. Unit 18 is one such construction. It is
0.4m west of U.7 (the northern basal terrace’s [U.6’s] early north outset) and adjoins U.6 on the north.
Unit 18 covers 0.75x0.8m and is bordered on the west by a 0.2m-tall L-shaped stone wall (U.19) that is
0.4m wide. Unit 19 runs 0.75m west from U.18, subsequently turning to extend 1.5m to the south
where it terminates at U.20. The latter is another stones-on-end block, this once encompassing
0.5x0.7m as measured across its center. Unit 21, another comparable architectural element, is 0.3m
west of U.20 and covers 0.55x0.85m, again measured across its center. Unit 21 overlaps and extends
west of U.8’s west margin. The U.24 floor may have ended on the south margins of U.20 and 21 though
it is equally possible that the raising of the latter two constructions obscured and disrupted that floor.
A 0.25m-high by 0.25m-wide wall (U.22) intersects U.20 at a point 0.4m north of its southeast
corner. Unit 22 runs for 2m at an orientation of ca. 110 degrees joining U.14 (Room 1’s north step) on
the southwest. The addition of U.22 created a space measuring 0.75-1m north-south by 1.9m east-west
that was accessible through the 0.55m-wide gap between U.20 on the north and Room 1’s northwest
corner on the south. Another compartment may have been raised off Room 1’s east flank at this time.
This one is delimited on the east and north by a L-shaped wall (U.28) that is 0.1m high by 0.29m wide.
Unit 28 runs 1.3m at an azimuth of approximately 12 degrees. At its northern terminus, U.28 turns a
right angle and extends for 0.45m to the west before stopping 0.3m shy (east) of Room 1’s northeast
corner. A scant 0.1m separates U.28 on the south from U.15, Room 1’s east step. Together, U.10 (Room
1’s east foundation), 15, and 28 delimit an interior encompassing 1.1m north-south by 0.35-0.45m wide.
Within Room 1, Unit 27 was built now. This construction extends 0.5m north and 0.7m east
from the northeast corner of the U.16 bench and stands 0.18m high. Unit 27 fills the northeast interior
corner of Room 1. Like many of its contemporaries, U.27 was built by packing in stones that are set
vertically.
Another construction fashioned of stones set vertically (U.17) stands 0.23m tall, measures
0.26m wide, and extends 0.8m north from U.2, the riser that faces the second ascending northern
terrace. Unit 17 joins U.2 at a point 0.4m west of the latter’s eastern exposed end. The last of the
recorded stones-on-end architectural elements is a free-standing entity (U.26) that is 1.33m south of
Room 1, measures 3.3m along an azimuth of ca. 98 degrees, stands 0.24m tall, and is 0.48m wide. A
layer of dark gray (10YR 4/1), pebble-rich soil (U.30) may have been laid down now between U.4 (Room
1’s south face) and U.26.

By the conclusion if TS.6, the Str.202-53-1st complex remained focused on Room 1. While that
compartment apparently still contained a stone-faced bench relatively unchanged from TS.4, it now was
also graced with a block of stones that was built off that bench’s northeast corner. This entity
encompasses 0.5x0.7m, is 0.18m tall, and fills the compartment’s northeast interior corner. The raising
of low foundations off Room 1’s north and east sides created, together with that compartment’s
foundations, two enclosures. The northern example covers 0.75-1m north-south by 1.9m east-west and
might have been entered through a 0.55m opening in its west wall. Its eastern counterpart measures
0.35-0.45m east-west by 1.1m, its northern and southern perimeters pierced by breaches of 0.3m and
0.1m. The latter gaps are sufficiently narrow that they probably facilitated the movement of air, rather
than people, through this space. The remaining additions consist largely of erecting blocks of vertically
set stones off the complex’s north, west, and south sides. In the complex’s northwest corner, two of
these architectural entities (U.18 and 20) are linked by a wall composed of flat laid stones (U.19).
Otherwise, the rock blocks are apparently free-standing, one of the larger (U.26) lying 1.33m south of
Room 1. The nature of these additions and their dispersal around the complex implies that whatever
purposes they served apparently grew in importance now and were practiced in several discrete but
easily inter-visible locations. The architecture raised now was largely fashioned of cobbles that are set
in a mud mortar. Shaped tuff blocks are included in U.17, 19, and 28.
Time Span 7
The only activity assigned to this span is the erection of a 0.18m-high by 0.3m-wide wall (U.31)
that was found overlying the north edge of U.6, the basal northern terrace. Unit 31 is 1.4m-long over
which distance it maintained an orientation of ca. 12 degrees; 1m of this construction extends north of
U.6 while the remainder is found atop that terrace’s tread south of the facing. As much as 0.15m of a
dark gray (10YR 4/1) soil that contains many pebbles (S.2) seems to have accumulated north of and
upon U.6 before U.31 was raised. This portion of S.2 would have provided the foundation for the wall’s
construction. Most likely U.31 is a footing from a surface-level building that was raised in the northern
part of the Str. 202-53-1st complex after that architectural aggregate had begun to decay. The wall is
made of a combination of river cobbles and cut blocks, all set in a mud mortar. Like many of the TS.6
constructions, U.31 was made of stones that were set vertically.
Time Span 8
Following Str. 202-53-1st’s abandonment, deposition of S.2 resumed, eventually covering S.3,
F.3, and the bases of TS.4-7 architecture. A very dark gray (10YR 3/1) humus horizon (S.1) formed to
depths of 0.12-0.18m atop S.2. A moderately dense concentration of stones (F.1) that fell from finalphase architecture was embedded in S.1 and upper S.2. A 0.25m-thick deposit of primarily small rocks
(0.07m or less along their longest dimensions) was found concentrated within and covering Room 1’s
interior (F.2). The F.2 rocks increase markedly in size within 1m of the compartment’s east foundation
and, in general, the stones comprising the deposit seem flat-laid. It may be that F.2 is a fill deposit that
was introduced to convert what had been an enclosure raised directly on ground surface into a
platform, the former foundations (U.9-12) now serving as retaining walls for this fill. Alternatively, F.2
might have been introduced to seal and terminate the use of Room 1. We cannot rule out the
possibility, however, that F.2 simply represents a very dense concentration of architectural fall, the

many small rocks having originally been embedded in the building’s upper perishable, probably
bajareque, walls.
Structure 202-56
Structure 202-56 is a sizable platform that is 2m south of, and connected by construction to, Str.
202-1, the monumental range structure that closes off the west side of the principal plaza. Structure
202-2, the large platform that marks the plaza’s south side, is 1m to the east. Structures 2 and 56 are
also linked by construction. The ground over which Str. 202-56 was raised ascends 0.7m across 8.2m
from southwest-to-northeast. No comparable change in the level of the terrain was noted over the 8m
the building encompasses northwest-to-southeast. Excavations within Subop. 202MH-ML, OA, and OP
uncovered 67m2, resulting in the clearing of about two-thirds of the building. Digging reached a
maximum depth of 0.72m below modern ground surface outside architecture; building fill was not
investigated. One major construction phase was identified in the course of this work which was directed
by L. Britain during February through early April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4-5

-

2

Str. 202-56-Sub1

U.37

-

-

3

-

-

S.2

-

4

Str. 202-56-1st

U.1-29, 38-40

-

-

5

Str. 202-56-1st

-

F.2

Str. 202-56-Sub2
Str. 202-56-Sub3

U.30-33, 36,
41-42
U.34
U.35

-

-

S.1-3

F.1

6

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event for which we have evidence in the vicinity of Str. 202-56 is the deposition of
at least 0.1m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.5) that was revealed in excavations
off Str. 202-56-1st’s southwest flank (its base was not found). In the 0.92m northeast-southwest by 1m
that S.5 was uncovered it retained an even upper surface. Covering S.5 by 0.1m is a moderately hardcompacted, fine-textured, tan soil (S.4). Stratum was revealed in the same probe that uncovered S.5
and, like its predecessor, had a level upper surface.

Time Span 2
A 0.05m-thick layer (U.37) composed of crushed white stones was set atop S.4 at a distance of
1.2m southwest of Str. 202-56-1st. Unit 37 was traced for 0.48m northeast of the southwest margin of
excavations and is 0.35m below the base of Str. 202-56-1st’s southwest facing (U.3). Most likely U.37 is
part of a surface-level building that had been razed prior to Str. 202-56-1st’s construction.
Time Span 3
Unit 37 and S.4 were subsequently blanketed by at least 0.35m of a hard-compacted, finetextured, brown soil (S.2). As S.2 continued to accumulate, at least on the northeast, during TS.6, it is
difficult to say how much of this earth was laid down now. The figure given here is based on a
calculation of how much of this brown earth would have to be in place to support the architecture
raised during TS.4 and 5.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-56-1st was, at this time, a platform bordered by stone facings (U.1-4). We
hypothesize that its core was delimited by U.1, 10, and 24, walls that rise 0.9-1.2m directly to the
earthen-floored summit on the northeast, southwest, and southeast. On the northwest, a 0.5m-high
terrace (U.2) borders the core platform. Unit 2’s tread runs 1.1m to the southeast where it is succeeded
by U.19, a 0.46m-high riser that defines the summit’s northwest side. The situation on the southeast is
unclear. As noted below, U.24 may have been fronted by two terraces (U.4 and 29) that mount in
increments of 0.33m and 0.2m from southeast-to-northwest towards U.24, these treads measuring
0.3m across. If this was the case, U.24 probably was still visible for 0.5m above the top of the secondascending riser (U.29). The problem is that, while these terraces were identified fronting U.24 in front
(southeast) of Room 3 we did not determine if they ran the full length of the building northeastsouthwest. As such, this interpretation remains, at best, tentative.
All-in-all, Str. 202-56-1st’s core platform covers 3.9m northeast-southwest by 7.6m and supports
a superstructure that contains one compartment (Room 4) which encompasses 2.4m northeastsouthwest by 5.35m. Room 4 was dominated during TS.4 by a 0.28m-tall stone-faced, ‘L-shaped bench
(U.13, 15-18, 20) that takes up just about the entirety of the enclosure. The ‘stem’ of the ‘L’ is 4.5m long
southeast-northwest by about 1m wide. The construction’s ‘leg’ projects 1m northeast of the ‘stem’s’
northwest end and measures 0.9m across. A niche (U.14) measuring 0.9m across northwest-southeast
is located near the center of U.13. Unit 14 is 0.4m deep northeast-southwest and narrows from 0.9m to
0.45m across from southwest-to-northeast. A 0.3m-high step-up (U.40) fronts the bench on the
southwest, most likely running for the entire southeast-northwest length of Room 4 (its southeast end
was not uncovered). Unit 40 is 0.5m northeast of U.10 and 0.6m southwest of U.13, the bench’s long
southwest flank. What might have been a stone block (U.38) measuring 1.15m northeast-southwest
projects 0.6m northwest from U.15, the northwest flank of the bench’s ‘leg.’ Unit 38 intersects the
bench at its west corner and runs northwest to join U.19, the aforementioned step-up that defines the
summit’s northwest side.

Fronting the core platform on the southwest is a terrace that is 0.17m high on the southwest,
where it is bordered by U.3, to 0.33m tall on the northwest (a continuation of U.2) and southeast (U.4).
Unit 3 runs 1.6m southeast from the terrace’s west corner before stepping 0.55m out to the southwest.
From this point, for 1.25m to the southeast where U.3 intersects the U.5 outset, the former maintains
the newly constituted line. Unit 4 fronts a southwestward continuation of U.24, the latter rising 0.7m
above the top of U.4. Intervening between U.4 and 24 is a 0.2m-tall riser (U.29) that is 0.3m northwest
of U.4 and the same distance southeast of U.24. Together, U.4, 29, and 24 may have comprised a set of
steps leading from southeast-to-northwest to Room 3 (see below). It is unclear how far all three
constructions ran northeast-southwest along Str. 202-56-1st’s southeast flank. We infer that they
continued for this entire distance but did not establish this interpretation through direct observations in
the field. The southwest terrace supports three enclosures set in a northwest-southeast line. The
central compartment (Room 2) was taken up by a staircase bordered by stone balustrades on the
northwest (U.12) and southeast (U.11) that are 0.44m (U.12) and 0.66m (U.11) tall by 0.28-0.34m wide.
A 0.2m-tall outset (U.5) that projects 0.45m southwest from U.3 is situated directly in front of the Room
2 staircase. Unit 5 measures 2.15m northwest-southeast and supports a 0.17m-high riser (U.6) that is
0.2m northeast of U.5’s southwest margin. Unit 6’s tread is 0.73m wide northeast-southwest ending at
U.7, the basal step in the staircase defined by U.11 and 12. The area enclosed by these balustrades is
1.2m wide northwest-southeast by 2.65m northeast-southwest, ending at U.10 on the northeast. Three
risers (U.7-9) ascend in increments of 0.54m (U.7), 0.12m (U.8), and 0.15m (U.9) from the base to the
summit; Unit 10, the southwest summit facing, may have risen an additional 0.2m above U.9’s tread,
providing a final ascent to the Room 4. The treads of these steps are 0.6m, 0.8m, and 0.75m wide.
Rooms 1 and 3 to the northwest and southeast of Room 2 are bordered by U.10 on the
northeast, the balustrades (U.11 and 12), and stone foundations (U.21-24). The latter are 0.23-0.53m
tall by 0.29-0.44m wide. Room 1 on the northwest covers 1.8x2.45m and was entered through a 0.9mwide door in its south corner. A 0.7m wide (northeast-southwest) gap in in U.2’s northwest exterior
face borders Room 1’s north corner. Measuring 0.6m deep northwest-southeast, the significance of this
absence of stones is unclear. It might have marked another point of entry into Room 1 though there are
no other signs of such a passage. Two stone blocks were recorded in Room 1. Unit 26 is a 0.32m-high
construction situated in the chamber’s west interior corner. This construction projects 0.65m southwest
from its intersection with U.10 on the northeast and extends 0.45m northwest from its junction with the
U.12 balustrade. A 0.05m-tall construction (U.25) borders the aforementioned door on the southeast.
Unit 25 encompasses 0.9m northeast-southwest, projecting 0.5m northwest from its junction with Unit
12 at the latter’s southwestern terminus. Room 3 on the southeast covers 1.5m northwest-southeast by
2.15m and was accessed through a 0.63m-wide door on the compartment’s south side (defined by U.23
on the southeast and U.7 on the northwest). The only piece of built-in furniture recorded in this space is
a 0.26m-high, 0.26m-wide, 0.71m-long (northwest-southeast) wall (U.27) that is 0.45m northeast of, and
in line with, the door. The erection of U.27 might have served as a baffle to direct traffic in and out of
the southwest door while obscuring what was going on in Room 3 to those standing outside it. No
comparable obstacle was recorded in Room 1. Room 3 is surfaced with a stone floor (U.39) and within
that floor is a circular construction (U.28). Unit 28 is outlined with rocks, mostly pebbles, measures
0.4m in diameter, and is 0.1m northeast of U.27. It may be that U.28 was a support for a post that

helped support the superstructure’s roof. No other post supports, if that is what U.27 is, were recorded
in the cleared portions of Str. 202-56-1st.
By the end of TS.4, Str. 202-56-1st was a stone-faced platform that stood 0.9-1.38m tall,
encompassed 7.1m northeast-southwest by 7.65m, and was oriented ca. 110 degrees. The edifice’s core
platform on the northeast encompasses 3.9m northeast-southwest by 7.6m and is bounded by vertical
facings that rise directly to the summit on the northeast and southwest. A 0.5m-tall riser ascends the
core’s northwest face. This terrace is 1.1m wide northwest-southeast, terminating in the latter direction
at a 0.46m-high step-up to the summit. We infer that two terraces originally bordered the core platform
on the southeast. They ascended in increments of 0.33m and 0.2m towards the summit, their treads
measuring 0.3m across. These risers end on the northwest at the platform’s southeast facing which rose
an estimated 0.5m to the summit. The core’s summit supports Room 4, a compartment measuring
12.8m2, most of that area taken up by a ‘L-shaped’ bench. The bench’s ‘stem’ is 4.5m long northwestsoutheast by 1m wide, its shorter ‘leg’ projecting 1m northeast from the stem’s northwest end and
measuring 0.9m across. A 0.4m-deep by 0.45-0.9m wide niche (narrowing from southwest-tonortheast) is built into the center of the southwest face of the bench’s long leg. The bench overlooks a
0.3m-high step-up on the southwest. The core platform is fronted on the southwest by an extensive
terrace that supports three rooms set in a northwest-southeast line. That terrace is 0.17m high on the
southwest and 0.33m tall on the northwest and southeast. These enclosures are bordered by the core
platform on the northeast and stone foundations that are 0.23-0.53m tall by 0.29-0.44m wide. The
central enclosure (Room 2) comprises 3.2m2 and consists of a staircase that leads directly to Room 4 on
the northeast. The steps are bordered on the northwest and southeast by balustrades that are 0.44m
and 0.66m tall by 0.28-0.34m wide. A 0.2m-high stone outset that measures 2.15m across (northwestsoutheast) extends 0.43m southwest from the terrace’s southwest face in front of the steps. This
projection, in turn, supports a 0.17m-high riser that gives way 0.73m to the northeast to the three steps
in the staircase bordered by the balustrade. These risers are, from bottom-to-top, 0.54m, 0.12m, and
0.15m high by 0.6m, 0.8m, and 0.75m wide. The core platform’s southwest facing probably still rose
0.2m above the uppermost tread. Altogether, including the outset, the staircase included six risers and
ascended to a total height of 1.38m. Bordering the staircase on the northwest, Room 1 measures 4.4m2
and was entered through a 0.7m-wide door in its south corner. A 0.05m-tall stone block measuring
0.5x0.9m borders this passage on the southeast. A possible shelf is set in Room 1’s east interior corner.
This construction is 0.32m tall and encompasses 0.45x0.65m. Room 3, a stone-floored compartment,
lies directly southeast of the steps, measures 3.2m2, and was accessed by moving through a 0.63m-wide
door on the southwest. A 0.26m-high, 0.26m-wide, 0.71m-long (northwest-southeast) wall (U.27) lies
0.45m northeast of the door and might have shielded from view the activities conducted within this
space. A circular stone construction measuring 0.4m in diameter is set in the stone floor 0.1m
northeast of this wall. The architectural and behavioral significance of the last construction is unclear;
the stones might have served as supports for a post raised within Room 3.
All architecture built now was primarily made of cobbles among which are mixed a few angular
tuff rocks. Purposefully faced rocks, mostly of tuff, were recorded in U.2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 10, 17, 24, 26, 27;
the portion of the U.3 terrace lying northwest of the staircase, U.5, the outset fronting the Room 2
steps, and U.26, the possible shelf in Room 1, were built almost exclusively from masonry blocks. All of
the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.

Time Span 5
During this interval, the basic form, dimensions, and orientation of Str. 202-56-1st were retained.
One major change that transpired now was the conversion of Room 4’s summit bench from an ‘L’ into a
rectangle through the construction of U.33. That entity runs from the east corner of the earlier bench’s
northeast ‘leg’ for 3.6m to the southeast where it turns southwest to intersect U.20, the ‘stem’s’
southeast flank. Altogether, the bench now encompasses 2.4m northeast-southwest by 5.35m. Two
niches (U.41 and 42) penetrate U.33’s northeast face. Unit 41 is 1.15m southeast of the bench’s north
corner and measures 0.4-0.8m across northwest-southeast (narrowing from northeast-to-southwest) by
0.5m deep. Unit 42 is 0.45m to the southeast, encompasses 0.5m northwest-southeast by 0.5m deep.
A 0.26-0.37m-tall terrace facing (U.31) was raised 0.25-0.37m northwest of the U.2, the core
platform’s basal terrace during TS.4. Unit 31 intersects U.2 at a point opposite the core platform’s west
corner and was traced for 2m to the northeast (its northeast end was not found). At 1.35m northeast of
its southwest terminus, U.31 steps out (northwest) for 0.12m before continuing to run northeastward.
The addition of U.33 would have created two terraces that ascended in increments of 0.26-0.5m
towards the 0.46m-tall step up to Room 4 on the southeast.
On the edifice’s southwest side, a 0.1m-high construction (U.30) was erected off the west corner
of the southwest terrace (defined by the junction of U.2 and 3). Unit 30 measures 0.81m northwestsoutheast and projects 0.56m southwest from the corner formed by U.2 and 3. The addition of U.30,
taken together with the 0.55m southwest extension of U.13 (described under TS.4), created a niche
measuring 0.79m wide (northwest-southeast) by 0.55-0.56m deep. The U.5 outset fronting the Room 2
steps was augmented by the construction of U.32. This 0.2m-tall construction overlap’s U.5’s south
corner and extends 0.55m southwest of U.5’s southwest face. Overall, U.32 covers 1.65m northwestsoutheast, intersects U.5 at a point 1m southwest of the former’s west corner, and runs back southeast
for 1m to join U.3 off the northeast side of the Room 3 door. The U.32 addition might have facilitated
passage to the latter enclosure. A floor (U.36) composed of crushed and burnt tuff or rhyolite is located
off U.32’s southwest and southeast sides. The dimensions of this prepared surface were not
determined.
Structures 202-56-Sub2 and –Sub3 were apparently parts of surface-level buildings that were
erected off Str. 202-56-1st’s northeast side. Both are represented by stone footings (U.34 and 35) that
are 0.19-0.23m tall by 0.21-0.22m wide. Unit 34 is 0.5-0.9m northeast of U.1 (Str. 202-56-1st’s northeast
basal facing) and was traced for 1m over which distance it is aligned about 314 degrees. Unit 35, in turn,
is 1.24-1.6m northeast of U.1 and was oriented ca. 265 degrees across the 0.6m it was uncovered.
While U.34 and 35 may have been parts of one building, no connection between them was established.
A deposit of light gray (10YR 7/2) ash (F.2) was found overlying the U.39 floor in Room 3. The
origins of F.2 are unclear. It may have resulted from activities conducted within the chamber or
represents detritus that accumulated after the building collapsed. If the U.28 stone circle did support a
post that held up part of the superstructure’s roof, then F.2 could be the remnants of that roof after an
unfortunate accident. Admittedly, this is a rather long and tenuous train of reasoning.

The architecture raised now was made primarily using river cobbles intermixed with angular
pieces of tuff. Units 34 and 35 were made exclusively of river-worn stones while U.30 and the portion of
U.31 northeast of its step-out are fashioned solely of faced masonry. All of the rocks are set in a mud
mortar and, in general, their flatter aspects are directed outwards. The stones used to fashion U.34 and
35 were not apparently chosen for their flat faces.
Time Span 6
Following the abandonment of Str. 202-56-1st and its environs, at least 0.15m of a softcompacted, fine-textured, light tan soil (S.3) was laid down off Str. 202-56-1st’s northeast face (its base
was not found). Stratum 3 laps up onto the lowest 0.15m of U.1, the platform’s northeast basal wall. As
much as 0.24m of S.2 (see TS.3 for a description of this earth) accumulated atop S.3. as with its
predecessor, S.2 slopes up to and against U.1, reaching to a point 0.27m below the preserved top of that
facing. Stratum 2 was recorded southwest of the platform but only underlying TS.4 and 5 construction
in this area. Fully 0.23-0.4m of a dark gray-brown humus horizon formed atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and
2 (on the northeast) is a light (on the southwest) to, on the northeast, moderately dense concentration
of rocks (F.1) that likely tumbled from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-57
Structure 202-57 is located 2m southeast of Str. 202-2-1st and 1.5m north of Str. 202-53-1st.
Structure 202-58 is 2m to the northeast while Str. 202-52 is the same distance to the southeast. As
these measurements indicate, Str. 202-57 is situated in the midst of a dense concentration of buildings
lying directly south of the main plaza. The ground on which this edifice was raised is more-or-less flat.
Excavations here within Subop. 202FT, FU, FV, and FW uncovered 44m2 in the course of exposing the
entirety of the building’s final version. Digging reached maximum depths of 0.36m and 0.8m below
modern ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. One major building phase was
identified in the course of this work which was directed by L. Britain from April 1-13, 2004.
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Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the environs of Str. 202-57 is the deposition of at least 0.03m
of a dark reddish brown (2.5YR ¾), very hard-compacted, gritty clay (S.6) that contains small flecks of
white and orange. The base of S.6 was not found nor was enough of this layer uncovered to determine
if it contained cultural materials. Stratum 6, like S.4-5, was revealed a probe dug off Str. 202-57-1st’s
north side where it was traced for 1m over which distance it retained a flat upper surface.
Time Span 2
Stratum 6 was covered by 0.1m of a pale brown (10YR 6/3), soft-compacted, fine-textured ashy
soil (S.5). This layer was, in turn, blanketed by 0.09m of a dark gray-brown (10YR 4/2) soft-compacted,
fine-textured ash (S.4) that contains numerous artifacts, primarily pottery sherds. Most likely, these
strata are slightly different versions of the same depositional unit, the ash and artifacts found within
them pointing to a significant human presence in the immediate area when they were accumulating.
Both S. 4 and 5 have flat upper surfaces. It may be that S.4 and 5 were purposefully introduced to raise
and level the ground surface that would eventually support Str. 202-57-1st.
Time Span 3
A dark gray-brown (10YR 4/2) moderately hard-compacted, gritty soil (S.3) that contains small
white and a few tiny orange inclusions covers S.4 by 0.15m, as revealed in the probe dug north of Str.
202-57-1st. This layer was recorded on the building’s remaining sides, its upper surface apparently
forming the ground above which the edifice was raised. Like S.4 and 5, S.3 yielded cultural material,
thus pointing to a continued human presence in the area that predated the first recovered evidence of
construction.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-57-Sub1, the earliest architecture unearthed within Subop. 202FT, FU, FV, and
FW, is represented by a 0.1m tall by 0.29m-wide wall (U.1) that was traced for 2m at an orientation of
ca. 270 degrees. The preserved top of Unit 1 is 0.09m below the base of Str. 202-57-1st’s north basal
facing (U.3) and it runs under U.12, a late addition (TS.6) to that platform. These observation, coupled
with the fact that U.1 does not link up with constructions associated with Str. 202-57-1st, lead us to infer
that this wall predates the latter building. Most likely, Str. 202-57-Sub1 was a surface-level edifice, U.1
being one of the foundations that defined the structure’s perimeter. This wall was built primarily using
river cobbles the flatter aspects of which were directed outwards to the north. Some faced blocks were
included among these water-worn rocks. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 5

Structure 202-57-1st is a platform defined on all sides by substantial vertical facings (U.3-6) that
rise 0.4-0.54m directly to the summit. These basal walls are 0.7-1.4m wide. Units 3 and 5 on the north
and south are the narrowest of these constructions (0.7-0.8m) while their eastern (U.4) and western
counterparts (U.6) are the broadest (1.4m). It may be that U.4 and 6 served as fill retaining units,
supports for perishable upper walls, and shelves or benches on their inner sides. Unit 5 on the south
may have reached its full width in two stages. Unit 7, a 0.26m-wide construction, backs U.5 on the
south and rises to the same height as the latter. It may be, therefore, that the southern basal facing
expanded in increments of 0.26m and 0.54m from north-to-south over the course of TS.5. A 0.1m-tall
stone-faced outset (U.2) projects 0.3-0.55m north from near the center of Str. 202-57-1st’s basal facing.
Unit 2 measures 1.7m east-west and diverges in its orientation (roughly 282 degrees) from the
alignment of the main building (approximately 275 degrees). This deviation accounts for the abovementioned variations in U.1’s north-south width. Stone steps (U.9 and 10) each measuring 0.26-0.36m
high are situated against the platform’s epast and south sides. Unit 9 abuts Str. 202-57-1st’s east basal
wall (U.4) 0.35m north of the edifice’s southeast corner and covers 0.85m north-south by 0.45m. Unit
10 is set against the south basal wall (U.5) at a point 3.1m east of the building’s southwest corner and
measures 0.85m east-west by 0.3m north-south. This last construction directly adjoins on the west a
construction (U.11) that stands 0.2m tall and encompasses 0.75m north-south by 1.3m east-west. The
remains of a large ceramic jar (F.2) were found encased within U.11, leaning against the platform’s
southern facing (U.5). Apparently U.11, together with U.5, comprised a box for stabilizing at least one
large pottery container.
Structure 202-57-1st supported one earthen-floored room that encompasses 2.99x3.2m and
contains a 0.13m-tall stone faced bench (U.8) that spans the full 3.2m east-west width of the
superstructure. Unit 8 projects 1m north from the interior (north) face of U.7. The bench’s summit is
surfaced with stone (U.14).
By the end of TS.5, Str. 202-57-1st was a stone-faced platform that stood 0.4-0.54m tall,
encompassed 4.52m by 6.08m, and was aligned ca. 275 degrees. A 0.1m-tall outset projects 0.3-0.55m
north from near the center of the edifice’s north side, running 1.7m east-west. This low construction
might have formalized access to the platform’s summit though other steps, 0.26-0.36m tall, are set
against the building‘s east and south flanks. These risers measure 0.45x0.85m and 0.3x0.85m,
respectively. The summit supports an earthen-floored enclosure that covers 9.6m2 and contains a
0.13m tall, 3.2m-long east-west stone-faced, stone-floored bench that extends 1m north from the
compartment’s south wall. The relatively great widths of Str. 202-57-1st’s east and west facings (1.4m
across) tentatively suggest that they served as fill-retaining walls, supports for perishable constructions,
and benches or shelves along their interior flanks. Unit 11, a support for a large jar was built against the
platform’s south side at a point 0.6m west of the building’s southeast corner. All constructions raised
now were primarily made of river-rounded stones the flatter aspects of which were directed outwards.
Cut blocks, probably fashioned from tuff, were recorded in U.2, 6, and 11. The last of these units was
made almost completely of these pieces of masonry. In every case the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 6

During this interval, Str. 202-57-1st retained its form, dimensions, and orientation from TS.5. The
major change that was made to the building now was the addition of a 0.25m-tall, stone-faced outset
(U.12) that extends 1.1-1.75m north from the platform’s north face (U.3). As with its predecessor, U.2,
which it overruns and largely covers, U.12’s orientation (292 degrees) diverges from that of the main
body of the platform (275 degrees), thus accounting for the variance noted in its north-south width.
Unit 12 measures 2.1m east-west. The fill backing U.12 on the south consists of two distinct,
superimposed layers. The basal fill (U.15) is 0.15m of a soil that is identical to S.3 (described under TS.3)
and contains almost no rocks. Overlying it by 0.15m is a very dark gray (10YR 3/1) gritty soil that
contains many small rocks (U.16). Unit 3 likely continued to project 0.18m above the top of U.12’s
tread.
The only other architecture (U.13) dating to TS.6 is 0.25m north of Str. 202-57-1st’s northeast
corner and may have been part of Str. 202-58 to the northeast. Unit 13 is a 0.1m-high stone
construction the southern portion of which was traced for 0.9m at an orientation of approximately 278
degrees. The eastern end of U.13 was not encountered though on the west it corners with a
comparably low wall that we followed for 0.6m to the north before excavation ceased (all included in
U.13). The architectural and behavioral significance of U.13 continues to elude us.
All constructions raised now were fabricated mostly of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
The flatter aspects of these stones tend to be directed outwards.
Time Span 7
Following Str. 202-57-1st’s abandonment the building and S.3 were largely covered by as much
as 0.23m of a very dark gray (10YR 3/1) gritty soil that contains numerous diminutive white flecks (S.2).
A very dark gray (7.5YR 3/1) gritty humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2 to depths of 0.12-0.23m.
Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense scattering of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from final-phase
architecture. Feature 3 stands out from this tumbled debris for the horizontal disposition of its
component rocks and their density. Measuring 0.23m thick and resting 0.15m above the base of the
platform’s west basal facing (U.6), F.3 was traced for 0.9m west of Str. 202-57-1st. The behavioral
significance of F.3 is unknown. That it might have been the result of purposeful human action is
tentatively suggested by the way its constituent stones are laid flat and maintain a consistent, level
surface very different from the F.1 stones that generally tip down and away from the building. It may be
that F.3 is part of a late addition to the platform that was not recognized clearly during excavations.
Structure 202-59
Structure 202-59 is a sizable platform that is situated in eastern Site PVN 202, 2m west of Str.
202-60, 3.5m west of Str. 202-61, and 17.5m east of Str. 202-2, the monumental structure that closes off
the south side of the principal plaza. The land on which Str. 202-59-1st was erected rises 0.3m over 11m
from north-to-south. Digging here within Subop. 202JS and JT was largely limited to a trench that cut
across the building running north-south. Fully 13m2 were cleared in the course of this work,
excavations being pursued to depths of 0.44m and 0.72m below modern ground surface within and

beyond construction, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the course of these
investigations that were directed by G. Soto from February 6-19, 2008.
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Time Span 1
The initial activity identified in Str. 202-59’s environs is the laying down of at least 0.12m of a
fine-textured, light brown soil (S.4) that contains a few small white flecks and many artifacts,
predominately pottery sherds (its base was not found). Stratum 4 was only identified in a limited probe
(0.35m north-south by 1m) that was dug between Strs. 202-59-1st and 202-59-Sub1. Digging was not
pursued deeply enough elsewhere around the edifice to locate S.4 if it is in fact more widely distributed.
Covering S.4 by 0.1m is an earth that is distinguished from its predecessor by its much greater
concentration of diminutive white inclusions. (S.3). Stratum 3 also contains artifacts. Where it is
exposed south of Str. 202-59-1st, S.3 was observed to rise 0.46m across 1.5m from south-to-north. It
appears that Str. 202-59-1st’s south flank was built into this rise, as though S.3 was mounded up here
during TS.1 and the builders took advantage of this ascent to reduce the labor invested in creating the
platform’s south flank. There is no sign of this putative S.3 eminence on the north and we did not have
the time to pursue this question further in the field. At present, however, it appears that S.3 rose
relatively steeply from south-to-north before dropping again to the point 8.2m north of its observed
highest point where it is once again running flat.
The large quantities of artifacts recovered from S.3 and 4, even in their restricted exposures,
point to a significant human presence in Str. 202-59’s environs before the edifice was raised. It may be
that these earth layers were components of debris layers that accumulated prior to the erection of Str.
202-59-1st. The inferred S.3 ‘mound’ may have been part of that detritus which was fortuitously
incorporated into the later building during TS.2.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-59-1st is a stone-faced platform that stands 1.1m (on the south) and 1.46m high
(on the north), measures 9.1m north-south, and is oriented very approximately 75 degrees. The south
flank is ascended by two risers (U.1 and 4). The basal ascent (U.1) stands an estimated 0.35m high and

gives way to a tread that is 0.9m wide. Unit 4 rises an inferred 0.75m above U.1’s tread directly to the
earthen-floored summit (U.1 and 4 are poorly preserved). Unit 2, the basal riser on the north, is 0.18m
high by 1.28m wide north-south, ending in U.3 on the south. The latter rises 0.3m above U.2’s tread
and, in turn, extends 1.03m to the south. Unit 5 stands 0.19m above U.3’s surface and extends 0.63m
south to U.6. That riser stands 0.12m above U.5 and measures 0.18m across north-south. Unit 7, in
turn, ascends 0.14m above its predecessor and is 0.4m wide. Unit 8, the final step in this sequence, is
0.16m tall by 0.6m wide and terminates in the 0.37m-high step-up to the summit (U.10). Unit 10 is a
0.75m-wide wall that likely served as the north basal facing of Str. 202-59-1st’s core platform. Unit 4
(about 0.6m wide) probably functioned in the same capacity on the south. Units 3, 5-8 were apparently
steps that were bordered on the west by a 0.5m-wide wall (U.9) that stretched from U.5’s north face on
the north to U.8 on the south. It is possible, though not proven, that U.9 was a stone balustrade that
bordered a staircase on the west. If so, that would put the putative steps east of Str. 202-59-1st’s
center-line.
A 0.14m-high, 0.28m-wide foundation (U.11) is 1.1m south of U.10’s north edge and may have
marked the north margin of the superstructure. Fully 0.25m south of U.11 is a 0.45m-high footing
(U.13) that was traced for 0.45m east from the west excavation wall before intersecting with U.12. The
latter runs for 2m south from this corner, ending at U.4, the summit’s south facing. Though the
situation is not clear, we inferred in the field that U.12-13 and 4 west of its junction with U.12 comprised
a 0.45m-high, stone-faced bench that is 2m long north-south. A 0.04m-thick deposit of densely-packed
sherds (F.2) was found set into the summit floor east of U.12 and 13. Feature 2 extended for 0.85m
south from excavation limits on the north; it stopped 0.95m north of U.4’s interior (north) face. It may
be that pottery fragments were used as a subfloor over parts of Str. 202-59-1st’s summit, these ceramic
pieces originally being covered with an earth surface that has long since eroded away. The limited
portion of the platform’s fill that was revealed by our investigations (0.12m beneath the summit floor)
consists of a soft-compacted, light brown soil that contains a light scatter of small white flecks (U.14).
Structure 202-59-Sub1 is represented in these investigations by what appears to have been the
northern foundation (U.15) of an earthen-floored surface level building that is 0.35m north of Str. 20259-1st’s northern basal riser (U.2). Unit 15 is maximally 0.13m high, though only 0.04m of it protruded
above the top of S.3 the upper surface of which likely served as the ground surface above which Str.
202-59-1st rose. Measuring 0.14m across, U.15 was revealed for 0.6m over which distance it was aligned
very approximately 265 degrees.
All of the architecture raised during TS.2 was fashioned mostly of cobbles among which a very
few angular tuff pieces were intermixed. At least one faced block was incorporated in the summit
bench’s northeast corner while U.2, the north basal riser, was completely faced in the 1m it was
exposed running east-west with masonr. It may be that this façade was added late in Str. 202-59-1st’s
history after the bulk of U.2 (possibly 0.4m) was already in place. All of the rocks are set in a mud
mortar, their flatter aspects facing outwards.
Time Span 3

Following Str. 202-59-1st’s abandonment, 0.13-0.32m of a fine-textured, dark brown soil (S.2)
was deposited. Stratum 2 contains a high density of ceramic fragments where it was found overlying
Str. 202-59-1st’s north face and Str. 202-59-Sub1. A dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed to
thicknesses of 0.12-0.27m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light (on the north) to very
dense (on the south) concentration of rocks (F.1) that tumbled from final-phase construction. This
variation in the density of stones comprising F.1 correlates with the weak preservation of U.1 and 4 on
the platform’s south flank and the better consolidation of architecture noted on the north.
Structure 202-60
Structure 202-60 is in eastern Site PVN 202, 4.4m north of Str. 202-61, within 1.5m of Str. 20259, and 23.5m directly east of Str. 202-2, the sizable edifice that closes off the south side of the principal
plaza. Structure 202-40 is 7m to the north-northwest. Structure 202-60 borders one of the few
relatively extensive open spaces at the settlement, a plaza bordered by Strs. 202-13 and -40 on the
north, 202-58 on the south, -2 on the west, and -59 and -60 on the southeast. The area encompassed by
this patio is ca. 282m2. It may be that this open area served in part to channel access to the principal
plaza from the east, passing over the Str. 202-90 terrace, between Strs. 202-64 and -21 on the south and
north, through the patio, and then into the principal plaza through the 5.5m gap between Strs. 202-2
and -13 in the plaza’s southeast corner. Unlike the northeast corner of the main plaza which was
eventually filled with Strs. 202-66 and 67, the southeast corner may have remained unobstructed for a
much of the center’s occupation.
The ground atop which Str. 202-60-1st was built was relatively flat east-west. The nature of the
terrain running north-south under the building is not clear. Digging within Subop. 202OQ, OR, OS, OT,
OU, OV, OW, PK, PL, PM, and PN cleared 46m2 in the course of which the building’s perimeter was
completely uncovered though the summit was only selectively investigated. Time did not permit
exposing much of the superstructure’s interior, especially over its northern half. Digging reached depths
of 0.3m and 0.85m below modern ground surface outside and within architecture, respectively. One
major building phase was identified in the course of these investigations which were directed by C.
Liwosz from April 7-18, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3

-

2

Str. 202-60-1st

U.1-13, 16,
27-28, 31

-

-

3

Str. 202-60-1st

U.14-15, 17-26, 29-30

F.2

Dates

4

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1
The earlies activity recorded in Str. 202-60’s vicinity is the deposition of a fine-textured, light
brown clay (S.3) that contains many small rocks that range in size from grains of sand to angular pieces
that measure several centimeters across. Stratum 3 was only revealed in the base of excavation off the
platform’s east side and it does not match earth layers found further south in the vicinity of Strs. 202-61,
-61-Sub1, and -61-Sub2.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-60-1st is a platform bounded by vertical facings (U.1-7) that rise 0.3-0.5m and are
0.3-0.9m wide (the broadest walls are on the south (U.1), west (U.2) and east (U.7). The structure’s
northern flank is not defined by a continuous, straight facing. Instead, it is comprised of four wall
segments (U.3-6) each aligned slightly differently. Unit 3 runs from the building’s northwest corner for
4.1m at an orientation of approximately 71 degrees at which point the north boundary steps back
(south) for 0.8m (U.4). Unit 5 succeeds U.4, continuing the facing for 1.2m to the east at an alignment of
about 77 degrees. This wall then runs 0.6m to the south where it encounters U.6. The latter continues
for 2.1m to the east at an angle of ca. 84 degrees. Unit 6’s intersection with U.7, the east basal wall,
forms Str. 202-60-1st’s northeast corner. There are hints that U.3 might have continued at least 0.9m
northeast of its junction with U.4 while U.5 and 6 seem to run behind and west of U.3 and 4 for
undetermined distances. This north portion of Str. 202-60-1st was subject to limited investigations and
most likely reached its final form through a sequence of modifications that we cannot now reconstruct.
That, at least, is what we infer from the complex permutations of the edifice’s north facings. Unit 1, the
southern facing, joins U.2 to form the platform’s southwest corner, extending 1.2m east of that junction
at which point its base rises to sit atop the ca. 0.2m-tall terrace (U.16) that projects 0.35m south of U.1.
The step-up in U.1 occurs at the point where the wall encounters U.31, a stone facing that runs deeper
than the former wall and the U.16 terrace of which it forms the west side. Unit 31, was only exposed for
0.5m over which distance it is aligned very approximately 303 degrees. The full depth of this
construction was not determined though it clearly continues below U.1 and deeper than U.16.
Consequently, it appears that U.31 was part of construction that predated TS.2. It was probably used to
anchor U.16’s west end. The latter terrace continues east to join U.2 on the west side of the building’s
southeast inset corner. That indentation measures 0.8m on a side and is bordered on the north by a
particularly broad (0.9m wide) segment of U.7. Unit 27, a block composed of tightly packed stones,
backs this segment of U.7 and encompasses 0.7m north-south by 1.8m.
The U.16 terrace supports three compartments (Rooms 1-3) that are arranged in an east-west
line. The chambers are bordered by stone foundations (U.1, 8-10, 12-13) that are 0.3-0.4m tall by 0.30.7m wide. The easternmost chamber (Room 1) covers 1.6m east-west by 1.5m, is surfaced with a stone
floor (U.28), and is bordered on the west by a ca. 0.15m-high, 0.2m-wide shelf that spans the
enclosure’s west wall (U.11, 1.5m long north-south). A 0.85m-wide gap in the enclosure’s southeast
corner might have served as a door leading into Room 1. The central compartment (Room 2) covers
0.9m east-west (measured across the center) by 1.6m and was not cleared to its floor (it, like its eastern

and western neighbors, was filled with a dense packing of rocks [U.24] during TS.3). Room 3, the
westernmost member of the triad, encompasses 1.2m east-west by 2.7m and seems to have had an
earthen floor. What might have been a 0.4m-wide door in Room 3’s southeast corner could have
provided a way of moving between it and Room 2 to the east. Room 3’s floor is tentatively
reconstructed as being 0.5m above that of Room 1 on the east end of the line.
What the building looked like north of U.9, the foundation bordering Rooms 1-2 on the north, is
unclear. This area was heavily modified during TS.3, those changes involving in part the introduction of
a considerable quantity of earthen fill (U.29) that blankets the area in question. The simplest, perhaps
not the most accurate, interpretation would see the northern summit consisting of a compartment
(Room 4) measuring roughly 3.1m north-south (U.6 to U.9) by 5.1m east-west (U.7 to U.12). The
enclosure then narrows to 2.9m north-south (U.3 to U.13) for its remaining east-west length of 1.1m.
This would have created a space that encompasses, very approximately, 19m2. How the floor of this
putative compartment related to those of Rooms 1-3 is unknown. In addition, if there was any built-in
furniture within the reconstructed area we did not uncover it. Once again, we were not able to excavate
deeply enough into the northern summit to test this reconstruction and determine how Room 4 might
have been surfaced and outfitted and if, in fact, it consisted of only one enclosure.
As TS.2 came to an end, Str. 202-60-1st was platform that is estimated to have stood 0.3-0.5m
tall, covered 7.26m east-west by 7.4m (measured across its center), had an inset southeast corner, and
was generally oriented ca. 350 degrees. It was fronted on the south by a ca. 0.2m-tall terrace that is
2.5m wide north-south and supports three rooms set in an east-west line. These compartments are
delimited by stone footings that are 0.3-0.4m high by 0.3-0.7m wide and they measure (from east to
west) 2.4m2, 1.4m2, and 3.2m2. The easternmost example is surfaced with stone and contains the only
built-in furniture recorded in these spaces, a ca. 0.15m-high by 0.2m-wide by 1.5m-long shelf that is
built into the chamber’s west wall. A 0.85m-wide door in the eastern chamber’s southeast corner
provided access to that space while a 0.4m-wide gap in the southeast corner of the western
compartment may have facilitated movement between it and the central room. The floors of these
compartments were apparently set at different levels, that of the western chamber sitting an estimated
0.5m above that of the easternmost enclosure. A sizable (19m2) room may have backed these three
compartments on the north. Very little is known about that chamber’s form and we cannot even be
certain if it consisted of a single enclosure. All of the architecture raised now was made mostly of
cobbles though a few faced blocks were recorded in U.1. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their
flatter faces directed outwards.
It appears, based on stratigraphic relations, that Str. 202-60-1st’s TS.2 correlates approximately
with Str. 202-61-1st’s TS.5. Unit 31, as noted, predates constructions dating to this span though very
little can be said about this putative early building phase.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-60-1st retained its overall dimensions and orientation during TS.3. In other
respects, it was changed significantly. The interval may well have begun with the construction of U.14.
This 0.7m-high by 0.3m-wide wall spanned Room 3, running east-west, overlapping the top of the U.12

foundation. As a result of this addition, Room 3 was divided into two segments, the southern portion
covering 1.1m north-south by 1.2m. North of U.14 the space measures 1.2m east-west by 1.3m.
Because no means of passing between these two segments of Room 3 was found it may be that U.14
was introduced to retain the rock fill (U.24) that would fill this chamber during TS.3. Unit 24 also now
filled Rooms 1 and 2, the door in the former’s southeast corner almost certainly being filled by a
southern extension of U.8. The foundations that had bounded these compartments were raised about
0.45m at this time, converting what had been open enclosures into fill-retaining pens. Unit 14 might,
therefore, have been introduced to divide Room 3, which had been the largest of these chambers during
TS.2, into two pens small enough to ensure their stability. The result was that most of what had been a
terrace that stood about 0.2m high was now he southern a part of the platform that rose to roughly
0.7m tall and measured 2.6m north-south. Unit 16 still projected 0.35m south of U.1 where it retained
its 0.2m height. That narrow projection, however, now fronted a significant vertical ascent. It may be
that the newly elevated space supported two rooms. The eastern compartment (Room 5) is bounded by
the augmented U.1, 8, and 9 walls while U.15 was added to demarcate the compartment on the west.
That last wall stands 0.3m high, is 0.4m wide, and overlaps the east edge of U.12 (the former eastern
foundation of Room 3). These modifications created a compartment that measures 1.5m north-south
by 3.1m; it contained no recorded built-in furniture. Room 3 might still have existed to the west,
covering 1.4m east-west by 2.7m. It also lacked built-in furnishings. It is possible that the western
chambers floor was now roughly 0.25m higher than that of Room 5.
Another major change introduced now was the construction of a staircase that ran east-west
immediately north of the southern rooms. This access way is located 2.5m south of the building’s
northeast corner and is 0.7m wide north-south. Construction of this passage apparently began with the
deposition of as much as 0.2m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown clay (U.29) atop and
north of U.9 (the northern foundation that bordered Rooms 1 and 2). Unit 15 is set into this earth fill.
Capping U.29 on the south is a roughly 0.29m-high balustrade (U.30) that borders the steps on the
south. This poorly preserved example parallels a much more intact wall (U.19) that defines the north
side of the steps. Unit 19 runs 3m west from its junction with the interior of U.7 (the platform’s east
basal wall) and terminates on the west at U.23. The latter appears to be an earthen-floored landing that
measures 1.1m north-south by 1.9-2.4m, narrowing from south-to-north. The two newly constituted
southern rooms could be accessed from U.23 as could the large northern enclosure which now
encompasses roughly 1.9x6.2m. Unit 23 was accessed by stepping up and over the east basal wall (U.7;
0.4m tall) and then ascending three risers (U.20-22) that are 0.1m tall by 0.2-0.4m wide east-west. The
step-up to U.23 at the west end of the stairs is about 0.1m high.
Also at this time a block (U.25) composed of stones tightly packed together and set so that they
consistently tilt outward (west) from the platform was raised against U.2, the western basal facing. Unit
25 covers 1.47m east-west by 3.1m and intersects U.2 at a point 0.75m north of the platform’s
southwest corner. This construction may have reached its final form in two stages. A 0.6m-wide (northsouth) segment of U.25 (designated U.26) runs the full east-west width of the construction on the south
and may have been added at some point during TS.3 (U.26 is included in the above measurements for
U.25). A ca. 0.25m-tall, 0.5m-wide terrace (U.17) abuts U.25 on the south and runs for 2.7m to the
north before turning back to join the platform at its northwest corner.

Somewhat less momentous, Str. 202-60-1st’s indented southeast corner was now filled in by the
construction of U.18. Unit 18 continues the U.16 terrace at its height of 0.2m east to line up with the
outer face of the east basal facing (U.7).
In the area where Str. 202-61-Sub2’s U.25 lies just south of U.16 what appears to have been a
living surface (F.2) was encountered. Feature 2 is distinguished by a hardened earth floor on which were
scattered numerous pottery fragments.
At the end of TS.3, Str. 202-60-1st was a stone-faced, stone-filled platform that stood 0.8-0.9m
tall, covered 7.4m on a side, and was aligned approximately 350 degrees. Its southeast indented corner
was now filled in as were the three rooms that had previously graced its south flank. Raised atop those
chambers were two compartments set in an east-west line. The eastern compartment (Room 5)
encompasses 4.7m2 while its western neighbor covers 3.8m2. Neither enclosure contains built-in
furniture. They are both fronted on the south by the surviving remnant of the southern terrace. This
0.2m-tall construction is now 0.35m wide. Access to the summit was achieved by ascending a 0.7mwide staircase that ran east-to-west from a point 2.5m south of the platform’s northeast corner. The
three risers comprising this passage ascend in increments of 0.1m towards the summit, are 0.2-0.4m
wide, and are bounded by stone walls on the north and south, the best preserved of which is 0.2m wide.
The stairs end on the west in a 0.1m-high step-up to a landing which covers 1.1m north-south by 1.92.4m (narrowing from south-to-north). From that construction the two newly constituted southern
compartments could be accessed as could the northern room which now measures 11.8m2. In addition
to these constructions, a block (U.25 and 26) composed of stones that are tightly packed together
intersects the platform’s west basal facing at a point 0.75m north of Str. 202-60-1st’s southwest basal
corner. The rocks comprising this entity are consistently tilted out (west) from the building at about 30
degrees, the entire construction covering 1.47m east-west by 3.1m. Located in the approximate center
of U.25 and 26 is a circular gap in the stones that measures 0.33m in diameter. This might have marked
the location of a post that was raised, possibly to support an extension of the superstructure’s roof.
That extension might have been intended to shelter whatever activities occurred on this stone block. A
ca. 0.25m-tall, 0.5m-wide terrace extends 2.7m north of U.25 and 26 at which point it runs to the east
and joins the edifice at its northwest corner. A living surface characterized by a hardened earth surface
was located at about the center of U.16, the low southern terrace. Many pottery fragments were
recorded lying atop this floor.
All architecture raised now is made primarily of cobbles though a few faced blocks were
recorded in the addition made to U.8. Most of the U.24 fill that was deposited in Rooms 1-3 consisted
of masonry blocks. As for the constructions erected now, the rocks were set in a mud mortar, their
flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 3 most likely correlates with TS.5 from Strs. 202-61-1st.
Time Span 4
After Str. 202-60-1st was abandoned, 0.18-0.21m of a moderately hard-compacted, moderately
fine-textured, brown soil (S.2) was laid down. A humus horizon (S.1) that was distinguished from S.2 by

its darker brown hue formed to thicknesses of 0.1-0.16m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 was a
moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-61
Structure 202-61 is in eastern portion of Site PVN 202, 3.5m east of Str. 202-59, 4.4m south of
Str. 202-60, and 30m east of Str. 202-2, the large platform that borders the settlement’s principal plaza
on the south. The land on which this edifice was raised is relatively flat. Digging here within Subop.
202JM ,JN, JO, JP, JQ, JR, OM, ON, and OO cleared 74m2 in the course of which all of Str. 202-61-1st was
exposed along with most of two substructures that were not identified during the original mapping.
Excavations reached depths of 0.64m and 0.8m below modern ground surface within and beyond
architecture, respectively. One major building phase was identified in the course of this work which was
directed by C. Liwosz from February 6-April 8, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.8

-

2

Str. 202-61-Sub3

U.1

S.5, 7

-

3

Str. 202-61-Sub1

U.22

S.3-4, 6

F.2-4, 7-8

4

Str. 202-61-1st

U.2-9, 16-17

-

F.5-6

5

Str. 202-61-1st
Str. 202-61-Sub4
Str. 202-61-Sub1
Str. 202-61-Sub2

U.10-14
U.15
U.18-21, 23-24 U.25-28
-

-

-

-

F.1

6

S.1-2

Dates

F.9
F.10-11

Time Span 1
The earliest activity identified in the vicinity of Str. 202-61 is the deposition of at least 0.11m of a
hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.8) that contains numerous small (0.01m
or less on their longest dimensions) stones (its base was not found). Stratum 8 was only revealed in a
probe dug 0.75m south of Str. 202-61-1st where it was exposed over an area measuring 1x1m. The
stratum’s upper surface remained level over this distance. Stratum 8 closely resembles culturally sterile
red-brown clay deposits found throughout Site PVN 202; most likely it is part of that extensive
depositional unit.

Time Span 2
Stratum 8 was covered by 0.07m of a brown soil that contains numerous small white flecks (S.7).
A soft-compacted, fine-textured, gray ash (S.5) directly overlies S.8 and extends 0.6m into S.7 from the
north excavation limits. Stratum 5 is 0.05m thick at its northernmost exposed point, pinching out
against S.8 on the south. Capping S.7 is a hard-compacted clay floor (U.1) that was identified over an
area measuring 1.2m north-south by at least 1m (U.1’s east, west, and south margins were not
identified). No stone architecture was found associated with U.1 which rests 0.4m below the closest
construction pertaining to Str. 202-61-1st (U.15, 1.36m to the north). Most likely, U.1 was part of a
surface-level building (Str. 202-61-Sub3) or constitutes an open-air activity area that was fortuitously
preserved due to its subsequent burial beneath S.3.
Time Span 3
As noted above, 0.16-0.2m of a hard-compacted, tan soil (S.3) covers U.1 and S.5 and 7.
Stratum 3 slopes up 0.24m over the 2.56m it was revealed running south-to-north from the southern
excavation limits to Str. 202-61-1st’s ultimate southern basal riser (U.15).
The earliest event recorded north of Str. 202-61-1st is the laying down of at least 0.12m of a finetextured, light brown earth (S.6) that is devoid of white flecks but does contain some artifacts (S.6’s base
was not located). Stratum 6 runs below TS.4 construction (U.2) and is likely contemporary with the
introduction of S.3. In fact, the two may be parts of the same depositional unit, their exposures
separated by the 3.75m occupied by Str. 202-61-1st. If this was the case, it appears that S.3 levels out
soon after its disappearance beneath U.15, implying that Str. 202-61-1st was raised atop level terrain
that overlooks a low rise on the south.
A hard-compacted, fine-textured, dark brown soil (S.4) that contains numerous pebbles and
small white flecks covers S.6 by 0.26-0.32m (the layer ascends 0.06m over 0.6m from north-to-south). It
appears that S.4’s thickness was augmented at some point after TS.3, most likely in preparation for the
erection of Str. 202-61-Sub1, 0.6m to the north. This interpretation is prompted by the observation that
S.4 in its final iteration covered all but the uppermost 0.14m of Str. 202-61-1st’s north basal facing (U.2).
It seems unlikely that U.2 would have been sunk this deeply beneath the extant ground surface. This,
coupled with the location of Str. 202-61-Sub1’s south basal wall at a depth 0.18m above that of U.2’s
base and within S.4, suggests that at least 0.2m of this soil was likely added during TS.5, the interval
when Str. 202-61-1st was modified and its near northern neighbor, Str. 202-61-Sub1 was built. This
would have meant that U.2 originally rose 0.3m above the ancient ground surface formed by S.4’s top
during TS.3.
Embedded in S.4 are three ash lenses (S.2-4) that are 0.02m thick at their broadest points.
Features 2 and 3 pinch out 0.28m and 0.32m north of their junction with U.2. The former is 0.05m
above F.3 which is, in turn, 0.02-0.05m above the S.4/6 interface. Both S.2 and 3 slope down slightly
from south-to-north; F.2 dropping 0.04m across 0.28m and the latter descending 0.03m over 0.32m in
that direction. Feature 4 projects 0.18m south from the northern excavation limits and is 0.08m
beneath Str. 202-61-Sub1’s south basal wall (U.18); it stops 0.41m shy (north) of U.2. Unlike F.2 and 3,

F.4 slopes up (0.02m over 0.18m) from north-to-south. It is unclear if F.2 and 3 were somehow
associated with the use of Str. 202-61-1st; F.4 almost certainly was not. It is more likely that the
construction of Str. 202-61-1st’s north basal facing cut through F.2 and 3. This last interpretation is
supported by the observation that F.3 and 4 are within the lower parts of S.4 that were likely deposited
before U.2 was built; F.4’s upper surface rests level with the inferred location of ancient ground surface
at the start of TS.4. It, therefore, seems probable that F.2-4 resulted from tasks that involved burning
and which predated the raising of Str. 202-61-1st during TS.4.
Structure 202-61-Sub1: This burning may have been associated with Str. 202-61-Sub1, 0.4-1.5m
north of Str. 202-61-1st. The nature of the construction at this relatively early date is unclear. What
suggests that Str. 202-61-Sub1 was at this time a center of burning are: an extensive ash deposits (F.8)
that underlies what would become the edifice’s north (U.20) and west (U.21) flanks (F.4 was likely a
continuation of this material); the identification of an orange-red clay (F.7) underlying Str. 202-61-Sub1,
predating TS.5 architecture, its color likely the result of intense heating. Feature 7 is, as far as we can
tell, contained within a stone-lined circle (U.22) that is 2.1m in diameter. U.22 would later be
incorporated in a subsequent version of Str. 202-61-Sub1 (see TS.5). The F.4 and 8 ash is spread out
around U.22. Unfortunately, we did not reveal the margins of U.22 at any depth and so cannot be
certain of these relations. What we can discern at this remove is that there are extensive ash deposits
predating the version of Str. 202-61-Sub1 that was raised during TS.5. That ash probably resulted from
burnings that occurred beneath that building, those fires being intense enough to turn the color of the
underlying clay a bright orange-red, marking it out as distinct from other contemporary soil levels. Said
fire-altered soil lies under a circular stone construction that was later filled in and incorporated within a
stone-faced platform during TS.5. Based on these observations, we tentatively infer that Str. 202-61Sub1 was, during TS.3, a firing facility, possibly used in the manufacture of pottery. As Str. 202-61-1st
likely cuts through ash deposits associated with that putative facility, we propose that the latter building
was raised after burning within Str. 202-61-Sub1 had ceased. Unit 22 is built of cobbles, set in a mud
mortar, their flatter aspects directed inwards.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-61-1st: Structure 202-61-1st is a platform that, in this period, was bounded by
vertical facings (U.2-5) that rose 0.3-0.5m directly to the summit. The fill retained by these walls
consists of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown earth (U.16) that resembles S.3 save that U.16
is mottled with many diminutive white inclusions. Some small to medium-size rocks are incorporated
within U.16. The superstructure consists of one enclosure that is bounded by foundations (U.8 and 9)
on the north and west. These footings are 0.2m tall by 0.35-0.59m wide. The compartment’s east and
south flanks are delimited by the tops of the platform’s basal facings on these sides (U.5 and 4). A 0.3mwide gap was recorded near the center of U.8, the northern footing. This breach seems to be a product
of the wall’s deterioration rather than part of its original plan. Examination of U.8’s construction along
its entire length tentatively suggests that there is a change in construction at the aforementioned gap.
The excavator observed in the field that this change may mark a later addition. That is to say, the
summit room might have originally been entered through a door measuring 1.3m wide in that
enclosure’s northeast corner. Subsequently, that passage was filled in but the stones used to seal the
entrance were never bonded with the remainder of U.8 to the west. Consequently, after Str. 202-61-1st

was abandoned, U.8 gradually fell apart, the west edge of the former door and the rocks used to close
the entryway eventually separating to create the narrow gap that we observed during excavations. The
superstructure’s stone-floored (U.7) interior measures 3.1m east-west by 3.53m and contains a 0.5mhigh stone-faced bench (U.6). Unit 6 measures 1.1m north-south and runs for the room’s full east-west
width (3.1m). Fully 0.65m separated U.6 from the enclosure’s north foundation (U.8), the U.7 floor
north of the bench resting about 0.1m lower than it is south of that construction. A 0.1m-high stonefaced construction (U.17), measuring 0.5m-north-south by 0.65m, is set in the interior corner formed by
the junction of U.6 with the inner (west) face of the platform’s east basal wall (U.5).
An irregular pedestrian surface composed of a mix of stones, burnt earth, and flat-laid pottery
sherds (F.6) was recorded off Str. 202-61-1st’s northeast corner. Feature 6 had no formal boundaries
and we are not sure wat proportion of this living surface we uncovered. In general, as it appeared in our
excavations, F.6 covered about 2m2, reaching 2m north from the platform’s northeast corner to the
southeast corner of Str. 202-61-Sub1. A patch of intensely burned earth measuring 0.6m in diameter
was found embedded in F.6. It appears that F.6 predates the erection of Str. 202-61-Sub1.
At the end of TS.4 the bajareque wall that had apparently been raised atop the east basal wall
(U.5) was burnt and collapsed as a unit, spreading east of the building (F.5). Feature 5 consists of the
remains of that wall that, when cleared, covered 2m east-west by 4.05m, encompassing nearly the
entire length of Str. 202-61-1st’s east side. The burnt earth fragments comprising this wall appeared to
have remained largely undisturbed since the conflagration that resulted in their fall. This is intriguing as
the building would continue to be modified and used during TS.5, the remains of the collapsed wall likely
remaining in view throughout the latter interval.
By the conclusion of TS.4, Str. 202-61-1st was a stone-faced, stone-and-earth-filled platform that
stood 0.3-0.5m tall, measured 4.3m east-west by 4.77m, and was oriented ca. 358 degrees. The summit
room covers 10.9m2 and may have originally been entered through a 1.3m-wide door in its northeast
corner. This stone-floored space is bounded by foundations for perishable upper walls on the north and
east. These footings are 0.2m high by 0.35-0.59m wide. On the remaining sides it is likely that the
superstructure’s upper walls were supported by the tops of the platform’s basal facings. The enclosure
is dominated by a 0.5m-tall, 1.1m-wide stone-faced bench that runs the full east-west width of the
compartment. This bench is located slightly north of the room’s center, being situated 0.65m south of
the north room wall. An informal living surface made up of a mix of stones and flat-lying pottery sherds
extends for 2m north from Str. 202-61-1st’s northeast corner. Embedded in this floor, which covers at
least 2m2, is a patch of burnt earth that measures 0.6m in diameter. This surface seems to have
functioned as a work area for tasks, which included burning, that were conducted in association with
these neighboring buildings. At the end of TS.4, what seems to have been the superstructure’s east
bajareque wall burned and fell outward to the east. Covering an area of roughly 2m east-west by
4.05m, the remains of this construction were apparently left relatively undisturbed during the
subsequent occupation of the edifice. Most likely all of the superstructure was lost in this conflagration
but no other signs of that burning were recorded on and around the building.

All architecture raised now consists primarily of cobbles. Though a few faced blocks were
recorded in the platform’s east basal facing and the north room wall (U.3 and 8, respectively). All of the
rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.
It does not appear that Str. 202-61-Sub1 was in use now.
Time Span 5
Structure 202-61-1st: During this interval the basic form and orientation of Str. 202-61-1st
remained largely unchanged. The major modifications visited on the platform consist of additions made
to its east and south flanks. The eastern example is a 0.15m-tall terrace (U.10) that extends 0.4m east
from the core’s east basal wall (U.5). Unit 10 joins the core at the latter’s southeast corner and runs for
4.4m to the north where it rejoins U.5 at a point 0.37m south of the platform’s northeast corner. As a
result, Str. 202-61-1st’s northeast corner was now inset, that indentation measuring about 0.4m on a
side. Unit 10 rides over the west edge of F.5, the collapsed bajareque wall described under TS.4. Unit
11, a 0.22m-high by 0.57m-wide terrace, was appended to Str. 202-61-1st’s south side during this time
span. This riser extends the full length of the platform’s south side but does not continue far enough
east to intersect U.10’s east face. Consequently, Str. 202-61-1st now has an inset southeast corner that
measures 0.4m east-west by 0.57m north-south. It is likely in both cases that the original core platform
facings (U.5 on the east and U.4 on the south) projected about 0.2m above the treads of the U.10 and 11
terraces. Structure 202-61-1st now encompassed 4.7m east-west by 5.34m.
Also raised at this time is a 0.05m-high construction (U.12) that projects 0.75m west from its
abutment with the west platform facing (U.3). Unit 12 measures 1.6m north-south and joins U.3 at a
point 1.6m south of the platform’s northwest corner. Located 0.25m north of Str.202-61-1st’s newly
constituted southwest corner, a 0.2m-high by 0.3m-wide wall (U.14) extends 1m west from the
platform. Unit 13, another 0.2m-tall wall, then extends 0.9m north from its right-angle junction with
U.14. The last 0.4m of U.13 flares out to the northwest; this segment is oriented very roughly 320
degrees as opposed to the 358 degrees alignment for the rest of the wall. Together with U.3 on the
east, U.14 and 13 define the borders of an earthen-floored cubicle that measures 0.6x0.7m (0.4m2) that
is open on the north towards U.12 which is 0.3m distant. It is possible that, low as it is, U.12 formed the
north limit of this diminutive chamber, a 0.3m gap separating it and U.13’s north end.
The final construction recorded for this time span was likely a surface-level building (Str. 202-61Sub4) that was built off the platform’s southeast side. Unit 15, a low, 0.3m-wide wall that is probably
the north foundation for the edifice, is the sole remnant of this building. Situated within Str. 202-61-1st’s
southeast inset corner, U.15 was traced for 0.8m over which distance it was aligned approximately 99
degrees. The full length of this footing is not known.
All of the architecture pertaining to Strs. 202-61-1st and 202-61-Sub4 that was raised now was
fashioned primarily using cobbles the flatter faces of which are directed outwards. All of the rocks are
set in a mud mortar.

Structure 202-61-Sub1: Structure 202-61-Sub1 emerged now as a stone-faced, rectilinear
platform that enclosed the putative earlier firing facility (U.22). The latter circular construction was
filled with small stones set in a brown soil matrix (U.24). Unit 24 was capped with a stone floor (U.23)
which consists of rocks protruding from the top of the fill unit. That floor and fill were delimited by
basal facings (U.18-21) that ascend 0.3m directly to the summit. The creation of this substructure was
apparently achieved by squaring the corners of the former circle (U.22), thereby resulting in the creation
of a platform that is 0.3m tall, measures 3.4m on a side, and is oriented ca. 342-350 degrees. The
outlines of U.22 were still visible in the U.23 surface. There is no evidence that Str. 202-61-Sub1’s
summit was bordered by standing walls. Rather it seems to have been an open space encompassing
11.6m2. The F.6 pedestrian surface that ran northeast of Str. 202-61-1st during TS.4 was apparently
replaced now by a comparably informal stone floor (F.9) that linked Str. 202-61-1st’s northeast corner
with the southwest corner of Str. 202-61-Sub1. Feature 9 directly overlies F.6 and probably covered the
same area as its predecessors; F.9’s borders and dimensions remain unclear. Most of constructions
raised now were made of cobbles, though faced blocks were recorded in U.18, 20, and 21 with masonry
being especially prevalent in the platform’s east basal wall (U.19). All of the rocks are set in a mud
mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Structure 202-61-Sub2: Built about this time is an earthen-floored, surface-level building (Str.
202-61-Sub2) that is 0.6m west of Str. 202-61-Sub1 and 1.45m north of Str. 202-61-1st’s northwest
corner. The building’s east side is bounded by a 0.45m-high by 0.5m-wide foundation (U.25) that runs
for 2.6m at an alignment of approximately 353 degrees. Unit 25 corners on the north with a wall that
was not pursued westward. On the south, U.26 projects 1m west from its intersection with U.25,
forming a right angle corner with the latter. Unit 26 is 0.3m high by 0.6m wide. Located 0.9m west of
U.26 is a 0.12m-tall, 0.3m-wide wall (U.27) that runs for 1.4m at an angle of ca. 350 degrees. Unit 27
formally ends on the north without joining another construction whereas on the south a comparably
low, 0.3m-wide wall (U.28) projects 0.45m southwest from U.27 at an orientation of roughly 231
degrees. The area bordered by U.25, 26, and 27 encompasses 2m east-west by an estimated 1.6m north
south (3.2m2). In the 0.9m separating U.26 and 28 were found two complete, albeit broken, ceramic
jars that flanked the complete rim from an even larger olla (F.10). It appears that the pair of nearly
complete jars were set roughly 0.35m below ground level, the complete rim resting on that surface.
Another vessel, broken in place, was located at the same level as the aforementioned rim (all included in
F.10).
By the end of TS.5, Str. 202-61-Sub2 was a surface-level building that was bordered on the east
and south by stone foundations that are 0.45m high by 0.5m wide. The F.8 ash was found to underlie
Str. 202-61-Sub2’s eastern footing (U.25) and the easternmost portion of the southern foundation
(U.26). This ash was not recorded further to the west. The edifice is oriented ca. 353 degrees, measures
2.6m north-south by at least 3.2m. Structure 202-61-Sub2’s west limit was not identified. Units 27 and
28, located 0.9m west of the aforementioned footings, seem too low (0.12m tall) to have served as
foundations bordering Str. 202-61-Sub2 on this side. They also do not connect to other parts of the
edifice. Consequently, this roughly ‘L-shaped’ entity likely did not support upper walls but may have
steadied vessels set against its stones. Given the proximity of Str. 202-59-1st, likely no more than 3m
further west in this direction, it is possible that the latter’s east basal facing defined Str. 202-61-Sub2’s
west flank. It appears that access to the building’s earthen-floored interior was fairly easy from the

south. There are two gaps in the walls found on this side that measure 0.9m and at least 1m across.
The situation on the north where Str. 202-61-Sub2 is only 0.25m south of Str. 202-60-1st, is unclear. At
least one of the potential southern portals (the eastern example, measuring 0.9m across) was filled with
what appear to have been pottery storage jars at least two of which were seemingly partially buried inplace. The architecture associated with Str. 202-61-Sub2 consists primarily of cobbles that are set in a
mud mortar, their flatter aspects facing outwards.
It looks as though that Str. 202-61-Sub2’s interior was filled with a layer of cobbles, angular
stones, and a few faced blocks (F.11). The introduction of F.11 may have formally ended the use of this
space.
Time Span 6
Following the abandonment of Str. 202-61-1st and its neighboring buildings, approximately 0.2m
of S.4 was laid down between Strs. 202-61-1st and 202-61-Sub1 (see TS.3 for a description of this soil
layer). Stratum 4 slopes up 0.1m over 0.56m from north-to-south, burying the lower 0.09m of Str. 20261-Sub1’s north facing (U.18) and all but the top 0.14m of Str. 202-61-1st’s south basal wall (U.2). Fully
0.1-0.17m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil (S.2) that contains numerous small white
flecks was subsequently laid down. A dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed to thicknesses of 0.10.32m atop S.2 during this interval. Embedded in S.1 and, to a lesser extent, S.2 is a moderately dense
concentration of rocks (F.1) that fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-64
Structure 202-64 is on the eastern edge of Site PVN 202, overlooking the steep descent from the
river terrace’s summit to the Rio Chamelecon. The ground rises steeply from east-to-west toward the
building. Beneath the edifice, the terrain ascends 0.6m over 5m from east-to-west and 0.4m across 8m
from north-to-south. Structure 202-63, also situated on the crest of the terrace, is 5m to the south
while Str. 202-13, which closes off the east side of the principal plaza, is 18m to the west. Digging here
in Subop. 202GJ, GK, GW, HC, HO, HR, and HW uncovered 89m2 resulting in the exposure of the
entirety of Str. 202-64-1st. Excavations were pursued to maximum depths of 1.46m and 0.69m below
modern ground surface beyond and within architecture, respectively. Three major construction
episodes were revealed in the course of this work which was directed by D. Rogoff from April 5-27,
2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.9

-

2

-

-

S.7

F.2

Dates

3

-

-

S.7-8

-

4

Str. 202-64-Sub1

U.1

-

-

5

-

-

S.3-6

-

6

Str. 202-64-3rd

U.2-6

-

F.3

7

Str. 202-64-2nd

U.15-17, 31

-

-

8

Str. 202-64-1st
Str. 202-64-Sub2

U.7-14, 18-28
U.29-30

-

-

9

Str. 202-64-1st

U.32-34

-

-

10

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the environs of Str. 202-64 is the deposition of at least 0.09m
of a light reddish-brown clay (S.9; its base was not uncovered). In the 1x1.2m probe in which S.9 was
exposed north of Str. 202-64, this clay was observed to ascend 0.08m over 1m from south-to-north. Soil
that closely resembles S.9 has been identified underlying cultural activities throughout Site PVN 202 and
in each instance it has failed to yield cultural material. No artifacts were retrieved from this limited
exposure of S.9 and we presume that it, like its analogues throughout the settlement, was culturally
sterile.
Time Span 2
Stratum 9 was blanketed by roughly 0.16m of a fine-textured, soft-compacted, reddish-brown
soil (S.7). Capping S.7 is a 0.06-0.12m-thick deposit of hard-compacted, fine-textured, burnt earth (F.2).
Feature 2 appears to be the surviving remnant of an occupation surface that was subjected to intense
heating. It extends 0.85m south from the north excavation wall, stopping 0.35m north of the southern
limits of the probe. Feature 2 points to the presence of human occupation in the environs of Str. 202-64
before the several iterations of that building were erected.
Time Span 3
During this interval F.2 was covered by as much as 0.12m of S.7. Embedded within the upper
0.1m of this soil is a lens composed of hard-compacted, coarse-textured, light tan-to-gray soil (S.8) that
contains numerous pebbles. Stratum 8 projects 0.57 south from U.1 (see TS.4), stopping 0.63m north of
the probe’s southern limit. It appears that the erection of U.1 during TS.4 cut through S.8 though there
is no sign that human interference truncated this layer on the south.

Time Span 4
Structure 202-64-Sub1 was built at this time. This edifice is represented here solely by a 0.5mhigh wall (U.1) that was exposed for 0.5m over which distance it was oriented very approximately 72
degrees. Unit 1’s base was seemingly buried 0.14m into the underlying S.7 and 8, leaving 0.36m
projecting above ancient ground surface. The architectural significance of U.1 is unclear. The wall is
sufficiently substantial to have served as the south basal facing for a low platform though we cannot
rule out the possibility that U.1 was the southern foundation for a surface-level building. While river
cobbles were the primary materials used to fashion U.1 several angular rocks were noted mixed in with
these stones. All were bound together with a mud mortar and their flatter faces were consistently
directed outwards.
Time Span 5
Following Str. 202-64-Sub1’s abandonment it was buried by a sequence of soil layers. The first
of these, S.6, is a soft-compacted, fine-textured, light tan ashy soil that contains numerous artifacts,
especially pottery fragments. Stratum 6 is 0.1-0.2m thick, its upper surface rising 0.06m over 1.2m from
north-to-south. Stratum 6 was, in turn, blanketed by 0.11-0.18m of a hard-compacted, coarse-textured,
orange-brown soil (S.5). Covering S.5 is 0.2-0.22m of a very similar earth that is distinguished by its finer
texture (S.4). Stratum 4 and 5 appeared in the field to be stained with eroding pieces of burnt earth.
Both layers maintained level upper surfaces within the area they were exposed (1.2m north-south for
S.5 and 1.53m for S.4). Capping S.4 is 0.04-0.09m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, tan soil (S.3).
Strata 3-6 were only encountered north of Str. 202-64 in the test that was dug here. We did not
excavate to sufficient depths off the other sides of the building to encounter these levels.
Time Span 6
Structure 202-64-3rd likely consists of several distinct buildings that were raised in the interval
between the construction of Str. 202-64-Sub1 and Str. 202-64-2nd. The remains of these edifices were
recovered primarily off the west and south sides of Str. 202-64-1st. In the former location, a 0.2m-tall
wall (U.6) was uncovered for a distance of 0.7m over which distance it is aligned roughly 349 degrees.
Located 1.06m east of U.6’s west face, Unit 3 rises 0.28m above what may have been U.6’s earthen
tread. Unit 3 was largely covered by Str. 202-64-1st’s west basal wall (U.23) so we cannot be sure of its
original height and form. Based on the evidence in hand, it appears that U.6 and 3 may have been parts
of the same building, the former being a low riser that terminates on the east in U.3. If this was the
case, then these constructions were probably parts of a low platform, U.3 being the edifice’s western
basal terrace. Lying 0.27-0.35m west of U.6 is what appears to have been a stone floor (U.2). Unit 2 was
traced for 0.52m to the west and for 0.6m over which length it was oriented ca. 356 degrees. A 0.04mthick lens composed of small rocks and bajareque fragments embedded in a hard-compacted, brown soil
(F.3) abuts the base of U.6 on the east and extends west to, and seems to run 0.04m beneath, U.2. This
layer may have been deposited to raise the ground level in this area just prior to the construction of U.2.
South of Str. 202-64-1st, Str. 202-64-3rd is represented by a wall (U.4) that rises 0.18m above
ancient ground surface (the top of S.3) and projects 0.1m below that level. Unit 4 was followed for 2.7m

at an angle of roughly 87 degrees. The wall’s western terminus was not identified whereas on the east it
joins with U.5. The latter wall stands 0.25m tall and runs at least 3.3m north at a right angle from U.4. It
appears that U.4 and 5 define the limits of an extensive structure, most of which lies below later
architecture to the north. The low heights of these walls very tentatively suggests that they were
foundations that supported perishable upper walls and defined the perimeter of a building raised
directly on ancient ground surface.
Structure 202-64-3rd, therefore, seemingly consisted of a 0.48m-tall platform fronted on the
west by a 0.2m-tall, 1.06m-wide stone-faced, earthen-floored terrace. A stone floor lay 0.27-0.35m to
the west. Located 5.5m to the southeast there are the remains of what looks to have been an extensive
(at least 2.7x3.3m), earthen-floored, surface-level building bordered by low stone foundations. The
putative platform was aligned ca. 349 degrees, the surface-level building approximately 87 degrees.
Those components of Str. 202-64-3rd that were revealed in our excavations were made primarily of river
cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 7
The only elements of Str. 202-64-2nd that we identified are U.15, 16, and 31 that are buried
beneath Str. 202-64-1st. The first of these constructions is a 0.5m-tall by 0.3m-wide wall that is located
below the southern half of Str. 202-64-1st. It was exposed for 1m over which extent it is aligned 343
degrees. A 0.3m-tall by 0.4m-wide wall (U.16) projects at least 1.8m east from U.15 stopping at the
west face of Str. 202-64-1st’s east basal wall (U.21). Unit 31, a wall lying 3.62m north of U.16, is 0.33m
tall by 0.4m wide and is oriented roughly 71 degrees. These elements were likely foundations used to
demarcate rooms within Str. 202-64-2nd. The stratigraphic positions of these constructions tentatively
point to their having been raised directly on ancient ground level. That surface was likely created by the
introduction of U.17 which consists of 0.2-0.31m of a hard-compacted, moderately coarse-textured,
brown soil that is mottled with small (0.01m or less in size) white flecks. This would also be the
foundation upon which Str. 202-64-1st was raised during TS.8.
If the constructions described above are parts of the same edifice, it would have been a surfacelevel building that encompassed at least 4m north-south by 2.1m east-west and was aligned
approximately 343 degrees. The foundations that constitute this building stand 0.3-0.5m tall, are 0.30.4m wide, and are fashioned almost exclusively of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. The flatter
aspects of these rocks tend to be oriented outwards.
Time Span 8
Structure 202-64-1st overlaps and covers most earlier architecture with a fill (U.25) composed of
a dense packing of cobbles set in a brown soil matrix. Raised above the U.17 fill, it is a platform that is
bounded on all sides by stone facings (U.20-23) that rise 0.45-0.65m directly to the summit. A 0.44mtall, 0.36m-wide wall (U.24) runs east-west across the building dividing its summit into two rooms that
are arranged in a north-south line. The northern enclosure (Room 1) covers 2.35m north-south by
2.85m. Its southern analogue (Room 2) measures 2.8m north-south by 2.85m. No built-in furniture was
recorded within these enclosures.

The base of the U.24 medial wall is equivalent to the bottoms of the basal facings. This may
reflect a decision by the builders to sink all elements of Str. 202-64-1st’s core platform to the same
depths in order to enhance the edifice’s overall stability. Alternatively, it may suggest that Str. 202-641st began as a surface-level building that was later filled in to make a platform. There was no sign of a
door that might have breached the perimeter walls. Nonetheless, it must be borne in mind that the
platform we describe for Str. 202-64-1st might be the successor of an earlier surface-level edifice, its
foundations converted into fill-retaining walls late in TS.8. How this putative predecessor of the Str.
202-64-1st platform related to Str. 202-64-2nd is unclear. As U.15-16 and 31 are set at about the same
depths as U.20-24, it may be that they were all in use at the same time before being buried under the
U.25 fill.
A 0.5m-high stone-faced terrace (U.26) fronts the platform’s north face. Unit 26 projects 1.12m
north from the platform’s north facing (U.22), joining that basal wall at the building’s northwest corner.
From there, U.26 runs 3.35m to the east, joining U.22 at a point 0.9m west of the core’s northeast
corner. Unit 22 was still visible for about 0.15m above U.26’s tread.
On the south two stone-faced terraces (U.18 and 19) ascend in increments of 0.13m (U.18) and
0.12m (U.19), bottom to top, towards the summit. The basal riser (U.18) is 0.41m wide while the next
ascending terrace (U.19) measures 0.5m across. Unit 20, the platform’s south basal wall, projects 0.2m
above U.19’s tread. Unit 19 joins the platform at its southeast corner and measures at least 2m eastwest; only a 1m-long (east-west) segment of U.18 was revealed in excavations. We infer that both risers
ran the full length of the platform’s south flank but cannot establish this point from excavated data.
Four earthen-floored rooms were erected atop ancient ground level against the core platform’s
west side. Units 8, 11, and 13 are foundations that stand 0.25-0.3m high, measure 0.4-0.5m wide, and
define the complex’s north, west, and south sides. The space they enclose was apparently divided into
two rooms that are set in a north-south line by the construction of a 0.3m-high by 0.3m-wide wall
(U.12). The enclosure south of U.12 (Room 4) covers 0.9m north-south by 1.6m east-west while its
northern neighbor (Room 3) encompasses 1.25m by 1.5m east-west (the eastern sides of both rooms
are bordered by Str. 202-64-1st’s west facing (U.23). A 0.2m-tall by 0.4m-wide wall (U.7) projects 1m
north from U.8, joining the latter at a point 0.8m west of the room complex’s northwest corner (the
junction of U.8 and 11). This entity runs over TS.6 architecture and is 0.65m west of U.23. The
architectural significance of U.7 is unclear. It may, with U.8, form the east side of a compartment (Room
6) that is open on the north and west. A similar situation apparently pertained on the south. Here,
U.14, a 0.25m-tall by 0.6m-wide wall, projects 1.55m south from its intersection with U.13, the footing
the borders the room complex on the south. This junction occurs at the core platform’s southwest
corner. It may be that U.13 and 14 define the north and east sides of an earthen-floored compartment
(Room 5) that was unobstructed by architecture on the south and west. Overall, this set of four
enclosures encompasses 6m north-south by 1.85-2.15m east-west, narrowing 0.3m from south-tonorth. A potential late modification was recorded in Room 3. In this case, it looks like U.8 was
expanded 0.5m west of the western perimeter wall (U.11). Unit 9 corners with the expansion of U.8 on
the west and runs for 1.15m to the south where it corners with U.10. The latter terminates 1.25m to

the east, 1.25m shy (west) of U.23. These modifications seemingly gave Room 3 an ‘L-shape,’ the
enclosure now covering 2.3m2.
Two stone-faced terraces ascend the steep slope of the river terrace east of Str. 202-64-1st. The
basal riser, U.27, is 0.15m tall by 1.2-1.44m wide. It is succeeded on the west by U.28, a 0.3m-high riser.
Whereas U.28, at 358 degrees, roughly parallels Str. 202-64-1st, U.27 diverges more markedly from that
alignment (336 degrees). It is likely that at least one other terrace bridges the 1.06m ascent that occurs
in the 3.95m separating U.28 from the platform’s east facing (U.21).
Structure 202-64-Sub2, 1.53m north of Str. 202-64-1st, was likely built at about this time. Its
known portions consist of a 0.2m-tall, 0.4m-wide foundation (U.29) that borders the building on the
south and U.30, a 0.27m-high footing that runs at least 0.66m to the north from its junction with U.29
(U.30’s north end was not located). This building was likely built directly on ancient ground level, U.29
defining its southern perimeter and U.30 possibly serving to demarcate rooms within its interior.
By the conclusion of TS.8, Str. 202-64-1st was a stone-faced, stone-filled platform that stood
0.45-0.6m tall, encompassed 4.25m by 8.6m, and was oriented approximately 347 degrees. Its
superstructure consists of two rooms that are set in a north-south line. The northern compartment
(Room 1) encompasses 6.7m2 while its southern neighbor (Room 2) covers 8m2. Neither compartment
contained evidence of built-in furniture. A 0.5m-tall terrace projects 1.12m north of the platform. This
construction runs 3.35m east from the edifice’s northwest corner, stopping 0.9m west of the platform’s
northeast corner. The northern platform facing rose about 0.15m above the tread of this terrace. Two
stone-faced terraces ascend the building’s south flank in increments of 0.13m and 0.12m. These risers
are 0.41m and 0.5m wide, Str. 202-64-1st’s southern basal wall rising 0.2m above the upper terrace’s
tread. Four, enclosures were raised on ground surface off the platform’s west side. This complex covers
6m north-south by 1.85-2.15m east west and joins the platform 3.85m south of its northwest corner.
Rooms 3 and 4 are arranged in a north-south line and are bordered on all sides save the east by stone
foundations that are 0.25-0.3m high by 0.3-0.5m wide; the east side is delimited by the platform’s west
basal wall. The northern chamber (Room 3) covers 1.9m2 while Room 4 on the south encompasses
1.4m2. Two additional compartments were apparently raised immediately south and north of these
chambers. On the south, Room 5 encompasses 3.4m2 and is open on the south and west. Room 6,
immediately north of Room 3, measures 0.8m2 and is untroubled by construction on the north and
west. Modifications made to Room 3 late in its history converted it into an ‘L-shaped’ enclosure that
now covered 2.3m2. Two low terraces (0.15 and 0.3m high) were erected 3.95m and 4.15-4.39m east
of, and downslope from, Str. 202-64-1st. These likely served to slow erosion down this steep slope.
Structure 202-64-Sub2, a surface-level building lying 1.53m north of the platform, was also likely built
now. This construction has an earthen-floored interior, is bounded by foundations that are 0.2-0.27m
high by 0.4m wide, and is aligned almost due east-west.
All constructions raised now were fashioned primarily of river cobbles that are set in a mud
mortar. Angular rocks comprise a notable minority of the stones used now while faced pieces of
masonry were minority components of U.8, 20, 21, 22, 26, and 28. The flatter aspects of all these rocks
were directed outwards.

Time Span 9
During this interval a 0.2m-tall construction was erected against the U.24 medial wall within
Room 2, the superstructure’s southern enclosure. The east (U.34) and south sides (U.33) of this entity
were revealed; the construction’s north flank is defined by U.24. The orientation (ca. 355 degrees) of
this construction diverges from that of the platform as a whole. Consequently, while U.34 is 1.4m long
the gap between U.33 and U.24 on the west is a scant 0.3m. Overall, the architectural feature defined
by U.24, 33, and 34 measures 1.7m east-west by 0.7-1.4m north-south. Its architectural and behavioral
significance is unclear. The entity may have served as a storage cubicle set near the middle of Room 2’s
north side. Units 33 and 34 are made of river cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
At the end of Str. 202-64-1st’s occupation its summit, north, and, possibly, southern terraces
were covered with a dense packing of cobbles set in a brown soil (U.32). Unit 32 is as much as 0.34m
thick and may have been introduced as part of a project to raise the platform’s summit, a task that was
never finished. Alternatively, these stones might have been intended to formally terminate the use of
Str. 202-64-1st.
Time Span 10
After Str. 202-64-1st was abandoned, as much as 0.2m of a moderately hard-compacted,
moderately coarse-textured, brown soil (S.2) that is mottled with small (0.01m or less in size) flecks of
white was deposited. A 0.1-0.2m-thick humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2. Stratum 1 is distinguished
from its predecessor by its darker brown color and fewer white flecks. A moderately dense
concentration of rocks (F.1) that fell from final-phase architecture are embedded in S.1 and 2.
Structure 202-66
Structure 202-66 is in the northeast quadrant of Site PVN 202, 7m east of Str. 202-5, the
northernmost platform on the principal plaza, and 1m east of Str. 202-67. Structures 202-66 and -67
appeared during the initial mapping to be linked by construction, an inference that was borne out by
excavations. What was not as clear from surface indications was the fact that what we had glossed as
Str. 202-66 was actually two edifices set in a north-south line. The larger, northern member of the dyad
retains the designation Str. 202-66 while its southern neighbor is called Str. 202-66B. Each of these
edifices is described separately, employing a distinct numbering system for their respective construction
units, strata, and features.
Structure 202-66
Structure 202-66 is 1.5-2.8m north of Str. 202-66B and 0.9-1.5m east of Str. 202-67. The
relatively steep descent from the summit of the alluvial terrace that supports site PVN 202 is 1.7m to the
east. The ground atop which Str. 202-66-1st was built rises 0.16m across 4.25m from south-to-north and
about 0.35m over 5m from west-to-east. Digging here within Subop. 202DK, EF, EK, EL, EQ, EW, EY, FA,
FE, FJ, FM, FN, GL, GM, and GR uncovered 71m2 in the course of exposing the entirety of Str. 202-66-1st
along with several surrounding constructions. Excavations reached maximum depths of 0.73m and

0.62m below modern ground surface beyond and within architecture, respectively. Two major
construction episodes were identified in the course of this work which was overseen by M. Pino and N.
Burckhardt.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4-5

-

2

Str. 202-66-Sub1
Str. 202-66-Sub2
Str. 202-66-Sub3

U.1-5
U.6
U.7

-

-

3

-

-

S.3

-

4

Str. 202-66-1st

U.8-14, 27

-

F.2

5

Str. 202-66-1st

U.15-22,
24-26

-

F.3

6

Str. 202-66-Sub4

U.23

S.2

-

7

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The first activity identified in Str. 202-66’s environs was the deposition of at least 0.08m of a
brown (10YR 4/3) culturally sterile clay (S.5; the layer’s base was not found). Stratum 5 was only
identified in a 1x1.16m probe dug off the building’s north flank. Within this limited area, the soil
dropped 0.06m over 0.8m north-to-south before climbing 0.02m across 0.36m in the same direction. A
hard-compacted, dark gray-brown (10YR 4/2) earth (S.4) that contains a few small rocks blanketed S.5
by 0.07-0.12m, its upper surface conforming to the same undulations as were seen in its predecessor.
Stratum 4 was also recorded south of Str. 202-66-1st where it retained a flat upper surface for the 2.05m
it was exposed between the former building and Str. 202-66B-1st on the south. Based on the three
distinct areas where S.4 was exposed, it appears to have risen 0.06m over 4.25m from north-to-south
before leveling off. It was atop S.4 that Strs. 202-66-Sub1-3 were erected.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-66-Sub1 was raised directly on ground surface and was partially covered by TS.4
and later architecture that lies to the southeast. The edifice is delimited on the northeast, northwest,
and southwest by stone foundations (U.1-3) that stand 0.2m tall and are 0.15-0.38m wide. Together

they delimit an earthen-floored space that measures 4.9m northeast-southwest by at least 1.5m
northwest-southeast, the building being aligned ca. 57 degrees (the edifice’s southeast flank was
covered by later architecture). The northeastern footing (U.2) does not define a straight course. Rather,
it steps out (east) 0.15m at a point 0.45m south of the building’s north corner. A 0.2m-tall stone-faced
and –surfaced outset (U.4) projects 0.63m northwest from U.1, the northwestern foundation. Unit 4
measures 2m northeast-southwest and is located 1.3m southwest from Str. 202-66-Sub1’s north corner.
Situated 0.1m southwest of U.5 is a 0.12m-tall construction (U.6) that runs 1.1m northeast-southwest
and extends 0.3m northwest from U.1. Together, U.4 and 5 may have comprised a porch fronting Str.
202-66-Sub1’s northwest flank. No built-in furniture was recorded within the limited portion of the
building’s interior that we exposed.
Structures 202-66-Sub2 and –Sub3 were only exposed in limited segments where they
protruded from beneath Str. 202-66-1st’s southwest flank. The former is represented by U.6, a wall that
was preserved to a height of 0.15m and was traced for 1.47m at an orientation of roughly 335 degrees.
Unit 7, part of Str. 202-66-Sub3, is 0.6m southeast of U.6. It consists of a block of stones that is 0.1m-tall
by 0.86 wide. Unit 7 covers 1.63m at an alignment of approximately 331 degrees. Given their proximity
and comparable orientations it may well be that U.6 and 7 were parts of the same building, their
connection being obscured by the later addition of U.22. If that was the case, said edifice would have
measured 3.7m northwest-southeast.
Structures 202-66-Sub1 through Sub-3 appear, therefore, to have been raised atop ancient
ground surface in the area that would later be occupied by Str. 202-66-1st. Architecture raised now was
fashioned primarily of river cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. About half of the rocks used in facing
U.5 were, however, modified to create flat faces. The vertical aspects of the stones used to face these
constructions were generally oriented outwards.
Time Span 3
After Strs. 202-66-Sub-1 through Sub-3 were abandoned, they and S.4 were covered by 0.080.23m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown (7.5YR 4/2) soil (S.3). It was on the top of this layer
that Str. 202-66-1st and 202-66B-1st were built. Stratum 3 rose 0.02m across 6.6m from north-south.
Time Span 4
Structure 202-66-1st was, at this time, a building raised directly on ground surface. It is bounded
by stone foundations (U.8-11) that are 0.33-0.55m high by 0.6-0.8m wide. An effort was made to raise
ground level on the northwest where 0.1-0.2m of an earthen fill (U.27) was added to cover Str. 202-66Sub1. A 0.08m-tall stone step (U.12) rises above U.27 and projects 0.2-0.33m northwest of the
building’s north footing (U.8). Unit 12 encompasses 0.8m northeast-southwest and joins U.8 at a point
1.9m northeast of Str. 202-66-1st’s west corner. The compartment enclosed by U.8-11 covers 2.63m by
3.6m and is surfaced with a burnt-earth floor (F.2). A 0.2m tall by 0.4m-wide stone-faced shelf (U.14) is
built into and near the center of the room’s southwest wall (the interior face of U.11). Unit 14 measures
1.1m northwest-southeast and intersects U.11 at a point 0.3m northwest of the compartment’s south
interior corner. Also within the room is U.13, a 0.18m-high by 0.42m-wide wall that runs for 1.93m at an

angle of roughly 257 degrees. The wall is in the northern half of the enclosure, 0.4m northeast of U.14
and 0.6-1.1m southeast of the room’s northwest wall (the interior of U.8). The latter discrepancy in
distances is accounted for by the fact that U.13’s orientation is very much at odds with that of the
building as a whole (240 degrees). We are at a loss to account for the purposes this wall might have
served. That it is original to the edifice is suggested by its location on the F.2 floor and buried by
subsequent construction fill (U.26).
All constructions raised now were made mostly of cobbles the flatter aspects of which are
directed outwards. Cut stone blocks, primarily fashioned from tuff, make up about half of the U.12 step
and much of U.9, the southeast foundation. In addition, the northwest face of the northwest
foundation (U.8) and the southwest face of the southwest footing (U11) also contain masonry mixed
with river-rounded stones. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 5
It was in the course of TS.5 that Str. 202-66-1st was converted into a platform by the simple
expedient of filling its interior with earth (U.26). Unit 26 is composed of two sequential layers. The first
is 0.06-0.12m of a soil that is identical to S.4 (see TS.1). This layer covers the F.2 floor and is, in turn,
blanketed by 0.18-0.2m of dirt that closely matches the description of S.3 (see TS.3). As a result of these
additions U.13, 14, and F.2 were completely submerged and a superstructure composed of one earthenfloored enclosure was created. The building’s former foundations (U.8-11) now served as fill-retaining
units. Unit 15 was added on the northwest apparently to raise the height of this flank 0.12m. This
facing is set back 0.74m southeast from the northwest face of U.8 (the platform’s northwest basal wall)
thus creating an open space fronting the superstructure on this side and running the northwestsouthwest width of the summit. The summit room, therefore, retained the 3.6m northeast-southwest
dimension of its predecessor but now measured 2.36m northwest-southeast. A 0.3m-tall stone-faced
shelf (U.16) was raised within the superstructure’s east interior corner. Unit 16 encompasses 0.8x0.9m
and is bordered on the northwest by a 0.1m-tall by 0.3m-wide construction (U.17) that runs 1.2m
northwest from U.16’s northwest face to its junction with U.15. Unit 17’s architectural significance is
unclear; it may be another, lower shelf added to U.16 relatively late in Str. 202-66-1st’s history. Unit 18,
a 0.2m-high stone-faced and –surfaced outset projects 0.65m northeast from the platform’s northeast
facing (U.9). The former construction measures 1.8m northwest-southeast and intersects U.9 at a point
0.6m southeast of the platform’s north corner.
Lying 1.7m northeast of U.18 are three terraces (U.19-21) that ascend the upper slopes and
crest of the alluvial terrace. The basal member of the triad, U.19, is 0.2m high, 0.4m wide, and runs for
1.9m at an orientation of ca. 148 degrees. It successor, U.20, rises 0.14m above U.19’s tread and
extends 0.35m to the southwest where it terminates at U.21. The last entity ascends another 0.15m and
is 0.25m wide. At this point the summit of the alluvial terrace is reached and the ground starts to level
out. Units 20 and 21 are 1.9-2m long, run parallel to U.19, their southeast ends stopping 0.3-0.4m shy
(northwest) of U.19’s southeast terminus. Units 20 and 21 continue 0.5m northwest of U.19’s
northwestern end. Most likely U.19-21 served to slow erosion down the alluvial terrace’s upper slope,
thus preserving the integrity of the land on which Str. 202-66-1st was built. They may also have been
steps leading to that building as they look directly southwest towards U.18, that outset possibly

signaling another means of accessing the superstructure in addition to the U.12 step that was still in use
on the edifice’s northwest side.
A 0.2m-tall construction (U.22) may have served as a walkway linking Str. 202-66-1st with Str.
202-67-1st immediately to the southwest. Unit 22 joins Str. 202-66-1st’s southwest facing (U.11) at
points 1.75m southeast and 1.15m northwest of the platform’s west and south corners, respectively.
Measuring 0.6m across at its junction with U.11, U.22 broadens to about 1.5m wide at a point 0.5-0.6m
southwest of Str. 202-66-1st (the northwest and southeast sides of this expansion were not clear). It
appears that U.22 maintained its expanded width for the remaining 0.9m it traversed to Str. 202-67-1st.
An extensive, albeit ill-defined, cobble surface (F.3) was added off the platform’s southeast flank
during TS.5. Feature 3 seems to have intersected Str. 202-66-1st at its south corner and 1.05m
northwest of its east corner, extending for a maximum distances of 2m southeast of the southeast basal
facing (U.10) and 3.2m northeast of U.9, the northeast basal wall. As noted, F.3 was not delimited by
formalized facings and seems to be a fairly casual construction fashioned by laying down a surface of
cobbles that was one stone (roughly 0.15m) thick. Set into F.3 on its southeast margin, 1.4m southeast
of U.10, is U.25. This entity is a block composed of tightly packed stones that are set vertically. It is
0.12m high and encompasses 0.4m on a side. Unlike Str. 202-66-1st, U.25 is oriented close to the
cardinal directions. Unit 24 is a comparable construction, this time situated 2.15m northwest of the
platform. It stands 0.1m tall and measures 0.25m northwest-southeast by 0.35m. Unlike U.25, U.24
runs roughly parallel to Str. 202-66-1st.
As TS.5 drew to a close, Str. 202-66-1st retained its orientation and basal dimensions largely
unchanged from TS.4. It was, however, now an earth-filled platform that stood 0.33-0.55m tall and
supported an earthen-floored room on its summit. That compartment was bordered on the northwest
by a 0.74m-wide open area that spanned the full northeast-southwest length of the summit. The
superstructure’s single room encompasses 8.5m2 and has a 0.3m-high stone-faced shelf built into its
east interior corner. That entity measures 0.8x0.9m and is adjoined on the northwest by a 0.1m-tall,
0.3m-wide construction that extends 1.2m to the northwest, filling in the remainder of the room’s
northeast flank. While the U.12 step seems to have still provided access to the superstructure from the
northwest, another outset seemingly served the same function on the northeast. This 0.2m-tall
construction measures 0.65m across northeast-southwest by 1.8m long. It is situated slightly northwest
of the platform’s center on the northeast and overlooks a series of three steps and/or terraces that are
built into the upper reaches of the alluvial terrace that supports Site PVN 202. Located 1.7m northeast
of the platform, these risers ascend in increments of 0.2m, 0.14m, and 0.15m from northeast-tosouthwest, bottom-to-top, and are 0.4m, 0.35m, and 0.25m wide. A 0.2m-high stone walkway was
raised during this interval along the platform’s southwest side and linked Strs. 202-66-1st and 202-67-1st.
A casually constructed stone surface winds around the former’s southeast, and for 1.05m, its northeast
flanks, extending, maximally 2m southeast and 3.2m northeast of Str. 202-66-1st. Two small blocks of
stones that were set vertically are located southeast and northwest of the platform. They are 0.1m and
0.12m high and encompass 0.4x0.4m and 0.25x0.35m.

Architecture raised now was built primarily of river cobbles the flatter aspects of which are
directed outwards. Unit 18, in contrast, was fashioned exclusively of cut blocks as was U.24. All of the
rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 6
This time span seemingly pertains to a period when Str. 202-66-1st was in the process of
abandonment. Roughly 0.1m of a moderately hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown (S.2)
soil was laid down north of the platform (it is difficult to say how much of S.2 was deposited off other
sides of the building now). It was on the top of this newly introduced earth that Str. 202-66-Sub4 was
built. This building is represented by one of its foundations, U.23, which is 0.15m high by 0.25m wide. It
lies 0.5m northwest of Str. 202-66-1st’s west corner, runs across and above the southeast exposed end
of U.3, and measures 1.8m long over which distance it is aligned approximately 49 degrees. No other
elements of the building were located. We infer that Str. 202-66-Sub4 was raised directly on ancient
ground surface after Str. 202-66-1st was no longer in use. Unit 23 was fashioned from river cobbles that
are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 7
After constructions ceased to be raised and maintained in the vicinity of Str. 202-66-1st,
deposition of S.2 resumed. At least another 0.1m of this soil was laid down now. Fully 0.08-0.18m of a
dark gray (2.5Y 4/1), coarse-textured humus (S.1) formed atop S.2 during this interval. Embedded in S.1
and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of stones (F.1) that likely fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 66B
Structure 66B is 1.5-2.8m south of Str. 66. The ground over which the edifice was built rises
0.19m over 2.68m from north-to-south. Excavations here within Subop. 202DL, FD, and FK uncovered
the entirety of Str. 202-66B in the course of clearing 44m2. Digging was pursued to maximum depths of
0.54m and 0.46m below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. One
major construction period was identified in the course of this work that was directed by N. Burckhardt.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3-5

-

2

Str. 202-66B-1st

U.1-3, 15

-

-

3

Str. 202-66B-1st

U.4-7, 17

-

-

4

Str. 202-66B-1st

U.8-14, 16

-

-

Dates

5

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1
During this interval at least 0.06m of a hard-compacted, red-brown (2.5YR 4/4), culturally sterile
clay (S.5) was laid down (Its base was not identified). As much as 0.14m of a moderately hardcompacted, coarse-textured, dark gray-brown (10YR 4/2) clay (S.4) buries S.5. Blanketing S.4 by 0.110.15m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown (7.5YR 4/2) soil (S.3). Stratum 3’s upper surface
climbs 0.19m over 2.68m from north-to-south. It was atop this stratum that the several versions of Str.
202-66B-1st were raised.
Time Span 2
The earliest iteration of Str. 202-66B-1st that was revealed in our excavations was apparently an
earthen-floored room that was bounded on all sides by foundations (U.1-4) that are 0.2m tall by 0.60.9m wide. A 0.15m-tall outset (U.15) fills the compartment’s southwest interior corner. Unit 15
extends 0.48m north from the southern footing’s (U.2) west end, then turning to run 0.8m west to join
the west foundation (U.3) at is southern terminus. The compartment defined by U.1-4 covers 2.95x3.8m
and contains no built-in furniture.
By the conclusion of TS.2, Str. 202-66B-1st was a surface-level building that encompassed,
minimally, 4.6m by 5.25m and was aligned ca. 250 degrees. The single room that was delimited by these
stone foundations covers 11.2m2. The enclosure contains no surviving built-in furniture. A 0.15m-high
outset covering 0.48x0.8m was built into the enclosure’s southwest interior corner. Units 1-4 were
fashioned primarily of large, roughly faced rocks that seem to be composed of tuff. Unit 15 is mostly
made using cobbles. The flatter aspects of the rocks used to make U.1-4 and 15 are directed towards
the room’s interior and out and away from the building. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 3
It was at this time that the perimeter walls were raised, these additions being designated U.5, 6,
7, and 17 on the east, south, west, and north. The additions left 0.1-0.25m of the earlier walls still
visible on their interiors save on the north. Overall, U.5-7 and 17 stand 0.3-0.37m high and measure
0.34-0.74m wide. The space they enclose still encompasses 11.2m2 though now it is bounded on the
east, south, and west by narrow (0.1-0.25m wide) shelves consisting of the still-visible portions of U.1-3.
The outset in the room’s southwest interior corner seemingly remained unchanged. A possible door
was identified in U.6, located ca. 1.5m east from Str. 202-66B-1st’s southwest corner. The putative
portal is roughly 1.5m wide and was tentatively identified based on a marked change in construction
within this portion of U.6’s south face. Specifically, whereas the rocks comprising U.6 are flat-laid over
the rest of the wall, this space was taken up with stones that were set on end. So marked was this
change in building style that it seemed likely that the vertically arranged rocks were introduced to fill in
a door that formerly existed here.

As TS.3 drew to a close, Str. 202-66B-1st was still a surface-level edifice that contained an
earthen room covering 11.2m2. The edifice was oriented roughly 250 degrees. All of the compartment’s
flanks were raised by 0.3-0.37m and they are 0.34-0.74m wide, the whole building encompassing
4.6x5.25m. Fully 0.1-0.25m of the interior faces of U.1-3 were left exposed, these surfaces possibly
serving as shelves that run for the entirety of the compartment’s east, west, and south margins. The
0.15m-tall outset in the enclosure’s southwest interior corner was still visible. A door measuring 1.5m
wide seems to have provided access to the edifice’s interior from the south. This passage, identified by
a change in construction within U.6, is situated 1.5m east of Str. 202-66B-1st’s southwest corner. The
constructions raised now were made from a mix of cobbles and tuff rocks, all of them set in a mud
mortar. Overall, the flatter faces of the stones comprising U.4-7 are generally directed outwards.
Time Span 4
It was during this interval that Str. 202-66B-1st may well have been converted from a surfacelevel building to a platform. As noted in the discussion of U.6, the door that breached this southern
foundation was sealed by wedging vertically set rocks into the portal. Subsequently the building’s
interior was filled with a moderately hard-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil (U.16) that
contains numerous white flecks that are 0.01m or less in diameter. The building was now seemingly
entered by stepping up and onto a 0.25m-high construction that is bordered by vertical facings on the
south (U.10) and east (U.11; its north side was not identified). Overall, the entity made up of U.10 and
11 projects 0.95m east from U.5, the building’s eastern basal wall, and measures 0.8m north-south. This
architectural element intersects U.5 at a point 2.7m north of the building’s southeast corner. A possible
threshold, measuring 1.35m long north-south, was built into the top of U.5. This entry point is marked
by cut blocks and is set slightly below the surrounding wall on the north and south. The portal may have
been filled with stones late in the building’s history.
A scant 0.1m south of U.10 is an oval defined by stones (U.12). Unit 12’s boundary is one rock
(0.10-0.15m) high and covers 0.7m north-south by 0.5m east-west. The construction’s earthen interior
encompasses 0.3x0.4m. There is no sign of burning in and around U.12; it may have been a support for
a post that extended the superstructure’s roof to the east over the putative eastern door.
Located 1.1m south of U.12 is a comparable, albeit larger, oval construction (U.13). Unit 13,
which is built into the platform’s southeast corner, measures 1.56m north-south by 0.85m east-west;
U.5 defines the west side of this construction. The curved stone walls that comprise U.13 are 0.3m wide
by 0.21m tall and contain an earthen interior that measures 0.55m east-west by 1m north-south. The
architectural significance of this entity is unclear; it may have served as another post support but it
seems large for that purpose.
Appended to Str. 202-66B-1st’s south face (U.6) is a 0.16m-tall quarter circle comprised of stones
(U.8). Unit 8 is 1.25m east of the edifice’s southwest corner, its convexly curved flank looking to the
west while on the east the construction is delimited by a line running straight and perpendicular for
0.7m from the platform’s southern facing. Appended to U.8 on the east is a 0.12m-high wall (U.9). Unit
9 projects 1.02m east from U.8’s straight, east edge and extends 0.5m south from U.6. The architectural
and behavioral significance of U.8 and 9 is uncertain.

Late in TS.4, a 0.15m-high by 0.25m-wide wall (U.14) was raised atop the building’s western
basal facing (U.7). Why this addition was made is unclear. Unit 14 does not appear to have been part of
a construction that was raised atop the decaying ruins of Str. 202-66B-1st as has been noted elsewhere
at this and other sites. Rather, the late wall was apparently intended to be a part of Str. 202-66B-1st’s
final version. For whatever reason, therefore, the builders felt the need to enhance the height of their
western basal facing.
As TS.4 drew to a close, Str. 202-66B-1st was a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that stood 0.280.37m tall, covered 4.6x5.25m, and was still aligned ca. 79 degrees. The earthen-floored summit
encompassed 3.22x4.3m (13.9m2) and lacks built-in furniture. As creation of the platform required
filling in the southern door, the new point of access was apparently off the edifice’s northeast corner.
Here a 0.25m-tall stone step projects 0.95m east from the building’s east facing, extending 0.8m north
to a point roughly equivalent with the building’s northeast corner. A 1.35m long (north-south) threshold
marked with faced blocks was built into the top of the east facing where it is fronted by the
aforementioned riser. Two oval, earthen-floored constructions bordered by 0.1-0.21m-tall by 0.1-0.3mwide curving walls were located 0.1m and 1.9m south of the step. The northernmost example is the
smallest, encompassing 0.5x0.7m with an interior of 0.3x0.4m. Its larger southern counterpart is
appended to the platform’s southeast corner and covers 0.85x1.56m with an interior space measuring
0.55x1m. Whereas the northern example might have served as a post support its southern analogue
seems to have been too large for that purpose. Set against the edifice’s south face are two low (0.120.16m high) adjoining stone constructions. The western component defines a quarter of a circle, its
convexly curved side looking to the west. This entity measures 0.75m across its base where it borders
the southern facing. The eastern portion of this construction extends an additional 1.02m to the east
and is 0.5m wide. The behavioral significance of these conjoined architectural elements is unclear.
Finally, late in the building’s occupation its western facing may have been raised as much as 0.15m. It
may be at this point that the eastern threshold was filled by stones.
All constructions raised now were made primarily of river cobbles that are set in a mud mortar.
It is not certain that these rocks were chosen for their flatter aspects and, if so, if those more vertical
sides were directed outwards. Cut masonry was used, as noted, to define the threshold in the
superstructure’s northeast corner.
Time Span 5
Following Str. 202-66B-1st’s abandonment, 0.1-0.2m of a moderately hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured, brown soil (S.2) mottled with small (0.01m or less in diameter) white flecks
was laid down atop S.3 and the bases of TS.3 and 4 architecture. Subsequently, between 0.08-0.18m of
a very similar humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2. What distinguishes S.1 from S.2 is the former’s
darker brown hue and denser concentration of small roots. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately
dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely tumbled from final-phase construction.
Structure 202-67

Structure 202-67 is 0.9-1.5m west of Str. 202-66 and 1.5m southeast of Str. 202-5. The latter is a
monumental platform that closes the north side of Site PVN 202’s principal plaza. In fact, Str. 202-67 sits
within the 9m-wide gap between Strs. 202-5 and 202-13 that might at one time have provided access to
that plaza from the northeast. Four meters separates Str. 20-67 from Str. 202-13 on the south. The
ground atop which Str. 202-47-1st was built rises 0.4m over 5.06m from north-to-south. Digging here
within Subop. 202FY, FZ, GA, GN, GS, GV, and HX cleared 35m2 in the course of which all of Str. 202-471st was exposed. Excavations were pursued to maximum depths of 0.77m and 0.5m below modern
ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. Two major building phases were identified
in the course of this work which was directed by M. Pino from April 1-27, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3

-

2

Str. 202-67-Sub1

U.1-4

-

-

3

Str. 202-67-1st

U.5-16, 19-20

-

-

4

Str. 202-67-1st

U.17-18

S.2

F.2-4

5

-

-

S. 1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
It was at this time that at least 0.15m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, tan soil was deposited
(S.3; its base was not encountered). Stratum 3, the upper surface of which forms the ground atop which
constructions associated with str. 202-67 were built, ascends 0.4m across 5.06m from north-to-south.
The cultural materials retrieved from this layer indicates that there was a human presence in the area
while this earth was being laid down. Most likely, S.3 is part of the same deposit (also designated S.3)
that served as the foundation for Strs. 202-66-1st and 202-66B-1st.
Time Span 2
The portions of Str. 202-67-Sub1 that were identified are located in the southern part of Str.
202-67-1st where they were partially obscured by TS.3 architecture. Two of these constructions are
0.1m-tall stone walls that seem to have defined the southwest (U.1) and southeast (U.2) sides of a room
the floor of which was paved with cobbles (U.4). Unit 1 is at least 0.45m wide (its southwest flank was
hidden by later construction) while U.2 measures 0.3m across. The space they define measures 0.85m
northeast-southwest by 1m northeast-southwest though its northwest and southeast margins were not
clearly identified. The U.4 floor peters out 1.85m northeast of U.1. Insofar as this surface’s distribution
is coterminous with the limits of the original room, that entity would have encompassed at least 1.6m2.

Lying 3.55m northeast of U.1 is the 0.2m-tall stone facing of what might have been a platform’s
northeast basal wall (U.3). Unit 3 was traced for 1.5m at an orientation of ca. 348 degrees and may have
been part of the structure that supported U.1-2 and 4 on its summit. If so, that building would have
measured at least 4m northeast-southwest. It is likely that we uncovered the east corner of this
putative platform. At a point 1.5m northwest of that juncture, U.3 jogs southwest for 0.3m before
resuming its northwesterly course for 0.2m before being lost beneath TS.3 architecture (U.9).
From what we can piece together of Str. 202-67-Sub1’s form, it appears to have been a platform
that stood 0.2m high and was aligned approximately 348 degrees. It supported on its summit,
minimally, one stone-floored room bordered on the southwest and southeast (at least) by foundations
that were 0.1m high by 0.3-0.45m+ wide. The compartment covers minimally 1.6m2. All architecture
raised during TS.2 consists almost exclusively of cobbles set in a mud mortar. One faced stone block was
recorded in U.1.
Time Span 3
It was during this interval that Str. 202-67-1st assumed its final form. It is a platform that is
defined on all sides by basal facings (U.5-7, 9, 10, and 12) that rise 0.2-0.49m directly to the summit.
The two lowest walls (U.7 and 9) are both 0.2m tall and are on the northeast. At least one of them (U.7)
sits on U.3, thus taking advantage of the 0.2m elevation this earlier construction provided. The case for
U.9 immediately to the north is less clear; it may be that it was partially dismantled to create the
adjacent U.17 during TS.4. The fill retained by these walls is a hard-compacted, fine textured, tan clay
(U.20) that closely resembles S.3.
Overall, the platform has the shape of a squat ‘T’. The crossbar is on the northwest and
encompasses 4.5m northeast-southwest by 1.76m. The ‘leg’ projects 1.87m to the southeast and
encompasses 3.8m across northeast-southwest. It is likely that U.3 was still visible at this time, forming
a 0.2m-high terrace off the building’s southeast side. This terrace measures 0.6m northeast-southwest
by 1.7m northwest-southeast; it ends on the southeast side of the northwest ‘crossbar’ and retains the
0.3m indentation described under TS.2. A 0.2m-tall terrace (U.11) runs the full northeast-southwest
length of the building’s northwest side. Unit 11 projects 0.9-1.05m northwest of the platform’s
northwest basal facing (U.12), widening from southwest to northeast. The variation in U.11’s width is
due to its slightly divergent orientation (ca. 72 degrees) when compared to the alignment of the rest of
the platform (roughly 76 degrees). Unit 11 supports a stone-lined square (U.13) that is bordered by
rocks that are set flat with U.11’s tread (on the southwest and northwest) or rise 0.1m above that level
(on the northeast); the southeast flank is defined by U.12 which projects 0.25m above U.11. Overall,
U.13 encompasses 0.8m on a side and contains an earthen-floored interior that covers 0.5m northwestsoutheast by 0.2m. It is unclear if U.13 was integrated with U.12; if so it implies that U.11-13 were built
at the same time. The architectural significance of U.13 is uncertain; it might have served as a slot for a
post located about midway along U.11’s northeast-southwest dimension and which possibly served to
support the superstructure’s roof.

Structure 202-67-1st’s summit consists of two rooms set in a northwest-southeast line. The
northwestern compartment (Room 1) encompasses 1.75x3.25m, is surfaced with stone (U.19), and was
defined by the tops of the platform’s basal facings on all sides save the northwest where it is open
overlooking U.11. A 0.2m-high by 0.45m-wide stone-faced shelf (U.14) was built into Room 1’s south
corner. Unit 14 runs for 1.14m northeast from the compartment’s southwest wall (U.10). A 0.2m-tall by
0.4m-wide wall (U.8) separates Room 1 on the northwest from its counterpart, Room 2, on the
southeast. The latter’s earthen-floored interior measures 1.4x3.1m and contains a 0.16m-high stonefaced bench (U.15) that is built against the approximate center of the enclosure’s northwest wall (U.8).
Unit 15 extends 0.45m southeast from U.8 and runs for 1.75 northeast-southwest.
A possible late addition to the edifice is a 0.14m-tall wall (U.16) that projects 0.3m southwest
from Str. 202-67-1st’s south corner before turning to extend at least 0.6m to the northwest. Unit 16’s
southwest face is in line with the outer line of U.10 which begins 1.15m to the northwest. There was,
however, no sign that U.10 and 16 were ever joined. It may be that the latter was raised as part of an
effort to expand the southeast segment of the platform to the southwest, thereby creating a low terrace
on this flank that matched that created by U.3 on the northeast side of the ‘leg.’
In general, Str. 202-67-1st was a T-shaped stone-faced, earth-filled platform that stood 0.350.49m tall and was aligned approximately 76 degrees. The northwestern ‘crossbar’ of the ‘T’ covers
1.76m by 4.5m, the southeastern ‘leg’ measuring 1.87m northwest-southeast by 3.8m. The
southeastern segment of the platform is centered on its northwestern counterpart, being inset from the
latter 0.35m on the northeast and southwest. A 0.2m-high terrace (U.11) fronts the building on the
northwest, running the edifice’s full northeast-southwest length and measuring 0.9-1.05m across. Near
the center of U.11’s tread, against the ascent to the summit on the southeast, is a square construction
outlined in stone that encompasses 0.8x0.8m and bounds an earthen-floored space that measures 0.5m
northwest-southeast by 0.2. This entity, which is never more than 0.1m high, might have served as a
slot into which a roof support was inserted. Another terrace, this one standing 0.2m tall, is situated off
Str. 202-67-1st’s northeast flank where it borders Room 2. It is formed from the still-visible portiosn of
Str. 202-67-Sub1’s platform (U.3) and covers 0.6m northeast-southwest by 1.7m. A comparable
construction might have been in the process of being built off Room 2’s southwest side when
occupation of the platform ceased.
Structure 202-67-1st’s superstructure consists of two rooms set in a northwest-southeast line.
The northwestern example’s (Room 1) stone-floored interior measures 5.7m2, is open on the northwest
where it overlooks the U.11 terrace, and contains a 0.2m-tall shelf built into its south corner. This shelf
is 0.45m-wide northwest-southeast by 1.14m long. The southern compartment (Room 2) has an
earthen floor that covers 4.3m2, is enclosed on all sides, and has a 0.16m-high bench set against the
center of its northwest wall. This construction is 0.45m wide northwest-southeast by 1.75m long.
Architecture erected during TS.3 was fashioned primarily of river cobbles that are set in a mud
mortar. The flatter aspects of these rocks are generally directed outwards. Masonry blocks were noted
as minority components in U.5 and 10 while about half of the rocks comprising the outer facings of U.11
and 12 are purposefully faced. The stone that defines the southwest side of U.13 is a cut block while
there is a comparable piece of masonry in the facing of U.12 where it borders that entity.

Time Span 4
Structure 202-67-1st probably remained largely visible during this span though it may well have
been undergoing a prolonged period of decline now. One tentative indication of this process is the
aforementioned (TS.3) inference that the northeast wall (U.9) of the platform’s northwest ‘crossbar’ was
partially dismantled to make a block composed of stones (U.17) that were set vertically and tightly
packed together. Unit 17, in the northeast half of Room 1, is 0.4m southwest of U.9 and 0.2m southeast
of U.12, and covers 0.7m of a side (as measured across its center).
At about this time an extensive deposit of flat-laid cobbles (U.18) was introduced 0.1-1.3m
southwest of Str. 202-67-1st. Unit 18 is roughly 0.48m thick and covers 1.2-2m southwest-northeast by
at least 2.7m northwest-southeast. Unit 18 is not a formal construction with clear boundaries. Instead,
it designates the densest concentration of stones within a more extensive deposit (glossed as F.3) that
continues further to the northeast where it covers the lower 0.4m of Str. 202-67-1st, at least along its
southeastern half (excavation were terminated before we cleared further northwest to determine the
extent of U.18 and F.3 in this direction). Approximately 0.23m of a moderately hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured, brown soil (S.2) that is flecked with small (0.01m or less in diameter) white
stones was laid down during this span. A 0.12m-thick lens (F.4), that is distinguished from S.2 by the
dense concentration of pottery sherds and small to medium-size stones within it, is embedded in S.2.
Feature 4 extends for 1.2m southwest of U.18, pinching out on the southwest. At about this time a
dense concentration of mostly small, rounded stones (F.2) was set against and buried Str. 202-67-1st’s
southeast basal facing (U.5). The rocks are set in a brown soil matrix that closely resembles that of F.4.
The flat-laid dispositions of F.2’s stones suggest that they had not fallen from final-phase architecture
but were purposefully placed. It may be that F.2 was fill for a never-completed late addition to the
building (cf., U.16, TS.3) or its stones were put in place to formally terminate this side of the edifice.
In general, several different, not necessarily related, processes may have been afoot on and
around Str. 202-67-1st during TS.4. In one case, parts of the TS.3 edifice were possibly being mined for
stones to build a block of stones that was set within the confines of Room 1. It might have been the
case that this enclosure was still in use. If, however, new construction was proceeding by cannibalizing
existing architecture rather than securing new stones, then it is hard to escape the impression that there
was not a high premium placed on preserving at least the building’s northwestern segment. The area
southwest of the platform was apparently filled with half-a-meter or so of sizable stones that may have
been introduced to block passage to and from the main plaza through what had been a gap in that
patio’s northeast corner. It is hard to say how extensive this cobble deposit was. It is likely, however,
that these rocks filled most, probably all, of this former entrance. The introduced cobbles also buried
most of Str. 202-67-1st’s southwest side, again implying that the building was falling out of use at this
time; in fact, what remained of it could have been incorporated in the cobble deposit that obstructed
movement to and from the main plaza. The seeming burial of Str. 202-47-1st’s southwest flank may
have been part of the process of converting the platform into an increasingly indistinct mass of stones.
All of the constructions raised now (U.17 and 18) were made almost exclusively of cobbles that
are set in a mud mortar. Unit 17, as noted, was fabricated by setting these rocks on end.

Time Span 5
After Str. 202-67-1st was completely abandoned 0.14-0.17m of a soil very similar to S.2 formed
atop the latter earth layer. Designated S.1, this humus horizon is distinguished from S.2 by its darker
brown hue. Embedded in S.1 and along the S.1/2 interface is a moderately dense concentration of rocks
(F.1) that almost certainly fell from TS.3 architecture.
Structure 202-70
Structure 202-70 is on Site PVN 202’s northern edge, 1.5m north of Str. 202-71, 10m north of
Str. 202-5 (the monumental platform that closes off the principal plaza’s north side), and directly
overlooking the steep north-to-south descent from to the low terrace. Excavations here in Subop.
202MA-ME uncovered ca. 37m2, clearing about 80% of the building. Digging reached maximum depths
of 0.5m and 0.52m below modern ground surface outside and within construction, respectively. One
major building phase was identified in the course of this work that was directed by S. Warren, with the
help of P. Urban and E. Schortman, from February-April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3-4

-

2

-

-

S.5

F.2

3

Str. 202-70-1st

U.1-18, 23-24

-

-

4

Str. 202-70-1st
Str. 202-70-Sub1

U.19-20
U.21

-

-

5

Str. 202-70-Sub2

U.22, 25

-

-

6

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event attested to in the vicinity of Str. 202-70 is the deposition of, minimally, 0.16m
of a very hard-compacted, red-brown clay (S.4) with numerous white inclusions (its base was not
identified). Stratum 4 drops 0.4m over 8.85m from south-to north. This culturally sterile layer was also
observed to rise 0.36m across 3.9m from east to west. Str. 202-70-1st was apparently erected atop a low
north-to-south and east-to-west rise in the terrain. Stratum 3, a hard-compacted, fine-textured,
micaceous, light brown soil, was recorded underlying TS.3 architecture (Str. 202-70-1st’s western basal

facing [U.4] in particular). At least 0.15m of S.3 was deposited now, almost certainly blanketing S.5 in
some areas. We cannot be sure of this stratigraphic relation as S.4’s base was not found.
Time Span 2
There are hints of human modifications (F.2) being made to part of S.4 during this interlude.
Feature 2’s existence is tentatively identified by a steep drop in S.4, descending 0.14m across 0.18m
from west-to east directly east of the Str. 202-70-1st’s southeast exterior corner. Following this drop-off,
S.4 continues to slant down gradually to the east, declining 0.16m over the remaining 2m it was exposed
in this direction. If F.2 is the result of human actions, it is unclear what the responsible parties were
attempting to accomplish here. It may be that they were excavating parts of this red clay for
construction or other purposes. The putative excavation’s east face was blanketed by a moderately softcompacted, fine-textured, light brown soil (S.5). Stratum 5 directly underlies construction dating to TS.3
(U.10) and may have been introduced to level out the terrain above which the east side of Str. 202-70-1st
was erected. This light brown earth was not recorded east of U.10, suggesting that it was highly
localized in its distribution.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-70-1st was, at this time, a platform bordered by vertical facings (U.1-4) that rose
0.27-0.46m directly to the earthen-floored summit. The fill contained by these basal walls is a hardcompacted, fine-textured, micaceous, light brown earth (U.18) that is distinguished from underlying S.3
by its far greater density of, mostly, white pebbles that are 0.01m or less on their longest dimensions.
This portion of Str. 202-70-1st covers 3m north-south by 4.45m east west and is aligned roughly 97
degrees. Its summit supports Room 1, an enclosure that contains a ‘L-shaped’ arrangement of low
(0.2m high) stone walls (U.5 and 7). Unit 5, 0.31m wide, runs for 1.75m east-west 0.1m south of, and
parallel to, the north basal wall (U.1). On the west, U.5 joins U.7, a 0.29m-wide construction, that
extends 1.4m south from its junction with U.5. Unit 7 is 0.35m east of the platform’s west basal wall
and terminates on the south in a 0.35m-tall by 0.2m-wide wall (U.8) which runs for 0.7m east from the
summit room’s southwest interior corner. Unit 8 ends on the east in a semi-circular construction (U.9)
that is 0.26m high and has an exterior diameter of 0.59m. Units 8 and 9 both abut U.3, the platform’s
southern basal wall. A 0.2m high wall (U.6) projects 2.6m east from its abutment with U.7. Unit 6 is
0.45m north of U.5 and 0.9m south of U.3, running parallel to both of these constructions. This wall is
0.3m wide over its western 1.65m, narrowing to 0.2m across its remaining distance eastward. This
narrowing is accomplished by a 0.1m step back to the north in U.6’s south face. This arrangement of
summit constructions is unusual by the standards of Site PVN 202 superstructures. The spaces
separating U.5 and 6 and U.6 and U.3 are so narrow that it is hard to imagine people moving
comfortably between them. It may be that they served as stabilizers for ceramic vessels.
A 0.3m-tall outset was built against the platform’s south flank (U.3). Bordered by basal facings
(U.11-13) that rise to the earthen-floored summit (Room 2), this entity measures 1.6-2m east-west
(widening from south-to-north) by 1.85m and joins U.3 at a point 1.2m west of the platform’s southeast
corner. The fill retained by U.11-13 is a hard-compacted, fine-textured, micaceous, light brown earth
that contains a moderately dense concentration of small to medium-size stones (U.23). A low shelf

projects 0.4m east onto the summit from the western facing (U.13), extending 1m south from U.3
(included in U.13 of which its seems to be an integral part). A stone surface (U.17) fronts the outset on
the west. Unit 17 extends 0.4m west of U.13, intersecting that wall at a point 0.25m north of its south
end. The floor then runs for 0.75m to the north at which point it steps out 1.25m westward. The
relation of U.17 and 13 is obscured in this last area by the later construction of U.22. Another stone
floor (U.24) fronts the outset’s south side. Unit 24 projects 0.5m south from U.12, the outset’s south
facing, and extends for at least 1.45m east-west along U.12’s south face; the eastern terminus of U.24
was not clearly identified.
An earthen-floored compartment, Room 3, was raised on ground surface off the southwest
corner of Str. 202-70-1st’s southwest corner (formed by the junction of U.3 and 4). This compartment is
bounded by stone footings (U.14-16) that are 0.21-0.33m tall by 0.25-0.32m wide. Units 14-16 enclose a
space that encompasses 1.7m north-south by 0.65-0.95m east-west, widening from north-to-south. A
0.9m-wide door (between U.16 on the south and the core platform’s southwest corner) afforded
passage into this space from the east. The U.17 floor fronts the door’s northern 0.65m.
A 0.23m-high by 0.24m-wide wall (U.10) joins the core platform at a point 0.2m north of the
latter’s southeast corner. Unit 10 runs for 0.6m east of that intersection before turning to extend at
least 3.5m to the south; its southern end was not clearly identified. Units 3, 11, and 10 might have
defined the south, west, and east sides of an earthen-floored enclosure (Room 4) that measures 1.35m
east-west by 3m north-south (at least). This compartment, if that is what it was, may have been open to
the south.
Taken together, Str. 202-70-1st consisted of a 0.27-0.46m-high core platform that covers
3x4.45m and is aligned ca. 97 degrees. Its summit supports one earthen-floored enclosure (Room 1,
7.8m2) that contain a series of low walls that possibly delimit two narrow spaces measuring 0.45m and
0.9m across by 1.75-2.6m long east-west. A 0.3m-high outset joins this platform at about the center of
its south facing. Encompassing 1.85m north-south by 1.6-2m east-west, the outset’s summit covers
1.7m2 and has a low stone-faced shelf built into its northwest interior corner. The shelf is 0.4m wide
east-west and extends 1m north-south. Stone surfaces border the outset’s west and south flanks. A
surface level room lies 0.9m west of the outset, its rock footings delimiting an earthen-floored
compartment that covers 1.3m2. A door measuring 0.9m across provided a means of entering this room
from the east. Yet another enclosure may have been located east of the outset. This area is bordered
by the outset on the west, the core platform on the north, and a stone foundation on the east. The
space so defined encompasses 4.1m2 and was open on the south. It therefore appears that the core
platform was bordered on the south by three formally defined spaces that were set in an east-west line
at different elevations. The elevated central outset is bounded by two enclosures built on ground level
to its west and east. The architecture raised now was primarily fashioned using a mix of river cobbles
and angular tuff rocks. Some of the latter look as though they have been roughly faced. All of the
stones are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 4

During this interval Str. 202-70-1st retained its overall dimensions, form, and orientation. Stone
surfaces (U.19 and 20) were put in place south and west of Room 3. Unit 19 extends 0.6m south of
U.16, Room 3’s southern footing, and measures 1-1.95m east west (widening from south-to-north). Unit
20, in turn, projects 0.5m west from U.15 (Room 3’s west foundation), extending 1m south from a point
equal to Room 3’s northwest exterior corner (the junction of U.14 and 15). At its southern terminus,
U.20 runs an additional 0.5m to the west. This westward projection measures 0.25m across northsouth.
A modest surface-level building (Str. 202-70-Sub1) is 0.2m west of the core platform. This
building is represented by a 0.2m-tall, 0.32m-wide, ‘L-shaped’ wall (U.21). The ‘leg’ runs for 1.85m at an
orientation of approximately 261 degrees. The ‘base’ then projects 0.25m south from the ‘leg’s’ eastern
terminus, stopping 0.35m north of U.20. It may be that the south and east sides of this edifice were
defined by U.14 (Room 3’s northern foundation) and U.4 (the core platform’s western facing). If so, the
earthen-floored space thus contained covers 1m2; gaps of 0.35m and 0.2m in the putative room’s
southwest and northeast corners might have provided at least ventilation for the cubicle’s interior.
The constructions raised now were made from a mix of river-worn stones and angular pieces of
tuff. The earlier tendency to shape some of the latter to provide them with vertical aspects had largely
disappeared by now. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 5
As occupation of Str. 202-70-1st reached its end it appears that a building (Str. 202-70-Sub2) was
raised atop what was likely the ruins of the edifice. This construction is represented by U.22, a 0.23mtall by 0.4m-wide wall that is immediately south of the core platform, where it was found to run for
1.1m east of that platform’s southwest corner at an orientation of roughly 278 degrees. Unit 22 sits
about 0.3m above the base of U.3, the core platform’s south facing, resting on a light brown micaceous
soil that closely resembles U.23 (designated U.25). It may be that this dirt was introduced to create a
level space for the erection of U.22. No other segments of Str. 202-70-Sub2 were recorded and we are
at a loss to determine the building’s dimensions and form.
Time Span 6
After human use of Str. 202-70-1st and its environs ended, 0.18m of a hard-compacted, coarsetextured, brown soil (S.2) that contains some small (0.01m or less on their longest dimensions) stones
was laid down atop S. 4 south of the building. Stratum 2 was not recorded elsewhere on and around the
edifice. A dark gray-brown humus horizon formed to thicknesses of 0.1-0.23m atop S.2 on the south
and S.4 on the east and north. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks
(F.1) that likely fell from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-71
Structure 202-71 is located on the northern margins of Site PVN 202, 1.5m south of Str. 202-70
and 8m north of str. 202-5, the large platform that closes off the north side of the center’s principal

plaza. The drop from the alluvial terrace that supports the settlement is 8m to the north. Digging her in
Subop. 202FH, FL, GL, GM, and GR cleared 57m2 in the course of which one surface-level building and a
dense concentration of rocks located off the building’s northeast side were encountered. Two
construction phases were recorded as a result of these investigations that were directed by P. Dresch
and N. Burkhardt during the 2004 field season.
Note: Due to no fault of the excavators, information on soils associated with these buildings was
not available at the time of this writing. Consequently, attention focuses on the architecture for which
we have sufficient records to provide information on their forms and dimensions.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

Str. 202-71-Sub1

U.1

-

-

2

Str. 202-71-1st

U.2-6

-

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
Structure 202-71-Sub1 is represented by a stone wall (U.1) that is 0.14m high, 0.3-0.5m wide,
and was exposed for 2.6m over which distance it is aligned ca. 326 degrees. Unit 1 emerges from
beneath Str. 202-71-1st’s northwest wall (U2) and seems to terminate on the northwest and southeast in
short elements that project 0.2m (on the northwest) and 0.35m (on the southeast) to the southwest.
There is no good evidence to suggest that these segments were ever much longer. Unit 1 is fashioned
mostly of angular pieces of tuff intermixed with some river cobbles. The flatter aspects of these rocks
are systematically oriented outwards to the northeast, their more irregular faces looking to the
southwest. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Structure 202-71-Sub1 may well have been an earthen-floored building that was erected directly
on ancient ground surface. As was suggested in the field, large parts of it might have been dismantled
during the construction of Str. 202-71-1st during TS.2. The orientation of U.1’s stones to the northeast,
presenting a rougher aspect on the southwest, could imply that the building was originally a platform,
U.1 being its northeast retaining wall. If so, Str. 202-71-Sub1 would have been a very low platform,
assuming that U.1’s height was not truncated by later building activities.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-71-1st is an earthen-floored surface-level building that is bounded by stone
foundations (U.2-5) that stand 0.1m tall and are 0.53-0.63m wide. The edifice encompasses 3.7m on a
side and is oriented ca. 328 degrees. The room defined by U.2-5 covers 2.3x2.4m (5.5m2) and contains
no built-in furniture. Units 2-5 are fabricated from a mix of angular tuff rocks and river cobbles in about
equal numbers.

Extending 5.2m northeast of Str. 202-71-1st and covering 3.2m northwest-southeast is an
amorphous mass of stones (F.1) intermixed with large quantities of artifacts, primarily pottery
fragments. Much of this cultural material was found under the rocks. During the clearing of F.1 we tried
mightily to recognize construction units within it. One such entity, U.6, was found. It is a low, 0.35mwide wall that extends 1.55m northwest from F.1. Unit 6 runs roughly parallel to, and 0.75-0.8m
northeast of, Str. 202-71-1st’s northeast footing (U.5). Bounded by F.1 on the south, U.5 and 6 may have
defined the limits of an earthen-floored room that was built on ground surface, measures 0.75-0.8m by
1.55m, and is open on the northwest. Otherwise, no clear patterning was recognized in the placement
of the F.1 rocks. There are no structures in the immediate area from which these many rocks could have
fallen and there is every reason to believe that they and their associated artifacts were purposefully
placed in this location. Perhaps, like U.18 located off Str. 202-67-1st’s southwest side, F.1 was
introduced to narrow passage up the northern terrace escarpment and towards the principal plaza to
the south to the 6m separating Str. 202-71-1st from Str. 202-103 on the west. The large quantities of
pottery sherds found in F.1, however, sets this collection of stones apart from the deposit that
constitutes Str. 202-67-1st’s U.18. Perhaps F.1 comprises the residues of activities conducted nearby,
possibly in the principal plaza, that were then jettisoned beyond that space and never removed before
this portion of the center was abandoned. If that was the case, then the construction of U.6, issuing
northwest from the stone pile, suggests that some construction post-dated F.1’s deposition. Perhaps
Str. 202-71-1st also continued in use during this period.
Structure 202-78
Structure 202-78 is in the western portion of Site PVN 202, 1.75m east of Str. 202-80 and 29m
west of Str. 202-1, the large platform that closes off the east side of the center’s monumental plaza. The
terrain above which Str. 202-78-1st was raised is relative flat in all directions. Digging here within Subop.
202DI, DJ, EI, EZ, and HN uncovered 50m2 in the course of exposing the entire building along with
several adjoining constructions. Excavations reached maximum depths of 0.68m and 1m below modern
ground surface within and beyond construction, respectively. One major building phase was identified
in the course of this work which was overseen by L. Richardson and N. Burkhardt.
Note that Str. 202-78 was mis-numbered originally in the field as Str. 202-79. Consequently,
when reviewing the notes, lot cards, and drawings for this edifice you should look at material listed
under both buildings as they all apply to Str. 202-78, and only to Str. 202-78.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.8

-

2

-

-

S.7

-

Dates

3

-

-

S.6

-

4

-

-

S.4-5

-

5

Str. 202-78-Sub1

U.1

-

-

6

-

-

S.3

-

7

Str. 202-78-1st

U.2-9

-

F.4

8

Str. 202-78-1st

U.10-14

-

F.2-3

9

Str. 202-78-Sub2

U.15

S.2

-

10

-

-

S.1

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity recorded in Str. 202-78’s vicinity is the deposition of at least 0.02m of a
yellowish-red (5YR 5/6), hard-compacted clay (S.8). Stratum 8 was revealed in a 1x1m portion of the
excavations that was dug 1.12m off Str. 202-78-1st’s east flank. Within this area S.8 maintained a level
upper surface. Stratum 8 resembles in color and composition culturally sterile soil uncovered in probes
dug elsewhere in Site PVN 202. Though we did not expose enough of this soil to establish that it is
culturally sterile we ceased digging at this depth on the presumption that S.8 defined the basal soil layer
that predates human occupation throughout the center.
Time Span 2
Stratum 8 was covered by 0.14m of a light brown (7.5YR 6/3), hard-compacted, moderately
coarse-textured soil (S.7). A few artifacts, mostly pottery sherds, were retrieved from this layer which
also contains a small number of diminutive rocks. The presence of cultural materials in S.7 points to a
human presence in the area while this stratum was being laid down.
Time Span 3
Stratum 7 was now blanketed by 0.09-0.12m of a light brown to gray (2.5Y 6/2), loosely
compacted, very fine-textured, ashy soil (S.6) in which are embedded numerous artifacts, primarily
ceramic fragments. So dense is the concentration of cultural materials here that S.6 might be the
remains of a trash deposit either originating from activities conducted nearby or redeposited as fill to
raise ground surface in this area.
Time Span 4

Stratum 5 covers S.6 by 0.07-0.08m and consists of a gray-brown (2.5Y 5/2), loosely compacted,
fine-textured earth. This soil, in turn, was buried by 0.14-0.16m of a brown (10YR 5/3), loosely
compacted, fine-textured dirt (S.4). Both S.4 and 5 contain a few small rocks and artifacts, though the
density of cultural materials is much reduced when compared with that seen in S.6. This change may
suggest the continued pursuit of cultural activities in the area, possibly at reduced levels of intensity
when compared with those that yielded the dense artifact concentration in S.6.
Strata 4-8 maintained more-or-less even upper surfaces as seen in the probe dug off Str. 202-781 ’s east flank. The stratigraphic position of S.4 immediately west of Str. 202-78-1st, 4.9m distant from
its eastern exposure, implies that this layer ascended 0.1m over this distance from west-to-east. We did
not dig deep enough on the west to reveal if the preceding strata that are chronicled in the east (S.5-8)
were also found here and, if so, at what depths.
st

Time Span 5
Though it is difficult to locate stratigraphically, it appears that U.1, a low stone wall that was
revealed underlying TS.7 construction and 0.7-1m east of Str. 202-78-1st, was raised now. Unit 1 was
traced for a length of 1.2m over which distance it was aligned roughly 358 degrees. Most likely this
construction is a foundation from a building that was raised directly on ancient ground surface, probably
atop S.4.
Time Span 6
Unit 1 and S.4 were subsequently covered by 0.11-0.28m of a gray-brown (10YR 4/2-5/2),
moderately soft-compacted, moderately fine-textured, ashy soil (S.3). For reasons we do not
understand, S.3 is thicker (0.28m) west of Str. 202-78-1st than it is east of that edifice (0.11-0.17m).
Artifacts, especially pottery fragments, and small rocks were embedded in S.3. This soil apparently
formed the ground surface above which Str. 202-78-1st in its various iterations was raised.
Time Span 7
During this interval Str. 202-78-1st is a platform that is bounded on all sides by vertical stone
facings (U.2-5) that rise 0.5-0.72m directly to the summit. The platform at this point encompasses
4.12x4.25m and is oriented approximately 340 degrees. Units 2-5 retain a fill that consists of a brown
(7.5YR 4/3), hard-compacted, coarse-textured earth (U.6). Unit 6 contains relatively few small to
medium-size rocks and artifacts. One adobe block, measuring 0.15m long by 0.1m thick was recovered
from this context. Adobe blocks are very rarely reported in the Naco valley or its environs.
Consequently, this piece of redeposited construction material stood out. Also revealed in U.6 were the
remains of what might have been an earlier construction (F.4). Feature 4 consists of a concentration of
river cobbles that might have been part of a wall that looked south and covered 1.06m east-west. This
entity was not sufficiently well-preserved to warrant its designation as a formal construction or to
measure its orientation. If it was a wall, F.4 might have been part of the penultimate version of Str. 20278-1st’s superstructure, located 0.3m below the final version’s stone floor (U.7). The aforementioned
adobe block is associated with F.4’s stones, resting atop one of them. In addition, a lens of reddish-

brown soil measuring 0.26m east-west and at least 0.05m thick was found embedded with these rocks
(the lens’ base was not found). Though not certain, this soil looks as though it is the byproduct of the
deterioration of burnt earth, either bajareque or adobe. As tantalizing as this prospect of an adobe
construction set atop a stone foundation might be, we cannot establish this interpretation with any
certainty.
Structure 202-78-1st’s superstructure encompasses one room that measures 2.8x3.05m and was
surfaced at least in part with stones (U.7). Unit 7 was clearest in the compartment’s southeast interior
corner where it covers at least 1x1m. It may have originally been found throughout the superstructure
but was only well-preserved in this segment. The enclosure contains near its center two parallel stone
constructions running east-west. The northern example (U.9) is 0.28m tall and covers 0.66x1.65m.
Lying 0.1m south of it is U.8, which is 0.1m-high, 0.55m wide, by 1.65m long east-west. The
architectural and behavioral significance of U.8 and 9 is unclear. It may be that U.9 is a bench fronted
on the south by a low step-up.
In general, Str. 202-78-1st was, by the end of TS.7, an earth-filled, stone-faced platform that
stood 0.5-0.72m high, measured 4.12x4.25m, and was oriented roughly 340 degrees. Its summit
supported at least one room that encompasses 8.5m2 and was paved, at least in part, with stones. In
the approximate center of this space are two stone constructions that run east-west for 1.65m and are
precisely parallel to each other. The northern example is 0.28m tall by 0.66m wide while its southern
neighbor is 0.1m high and measures 0.55m across. The northern construction may have been a bench
that is fronted on the south by a low step-up. This arrangement of summit constructions is very unusual
in our experience. An earlier version of the building’s superstructure may have had walls fashioned in
part of adobe blocks set on a stone foundation. This interpretation could not be assessed with the data
in hand.
Constructions raised now were made from a mix of roughly faced tuff and river cobbles with the
former tending to predominate. The rocks are set in a mud mortar with their flatter aspects directed
outwards. Feature 4 and the U.7 floor, in contrast, consist primarily of river-rounded stones while a
faced piece of masonry was recorded in the northwest corner of the U.9 bench.
Time Span 8
During this interval portions of Str.202-78-1st’s west and east basal facings (U.4 and 2) were
expanded. Unit 11 was built against the southern 2.3m of U.4 while U.10 covers the southern 2.1m of
U.2. Units 11 and 10 are 0.36m and 0.38m wide, their tops equivalent to the surviving tops of U. 4 and
2. As these figures suggest, the addition of U.10 and 11 gave Str. 202-78-1st a symmetrical appearance,
these flanking additions mirroring each other on the edifice’s east and west sides. Why they were built
is unclear. Neither U.2 nor U.4 appeared to have been suffering from the adverse effects of erosion in
these locales and so did not seem to require bolstering. In addition, U.10 and 11 did not significantly
expand the size of the summit.
Two outsets were added to Str. 202-78-1st’s south side about now. Unit 12 is a 0.3m-tall, 0.8mwide stone construction that projects 0.55-0.7m south from the platform’s southern basal wall (U.5; the

inset’s north-south dimension narrows from west-to-east). Unit 12 intersects U.5 at a point 0.65m west
of the building’s original southeast corner (not including the U.10 addition). Located 0.5m west of U.12
is a 0.1m-tall by 0.9m wide addition (U.13) that extends 0.5m south of U.5. The original southwest
corner of Str. 202-78-1st is 0.9m west of U.13. A mano was found atop U.13, possibly suggesting that it
was built to create a flat, relatively dry work surface. Unit 12’s greater height may indicate that it served
as a step, shelf, elevated seating area, or some combination of these possibilities.
A circular construction (U.14) was added about now of Str. 202-78-1st’s northeast corner. Unit
14 has a dimeter of roughly 1.1m,; U.2, the platform’s east basal facing, defines the construction’s west
side. The walls comprising U.14 are 0.2m tall by 0.2-0.3m wide and contain an earthen-floored interior
that measures 0.6m north-south by 0.8m east-west. A similar, if smaller and more oval-shaped,
construction was recorded off the northeast corner of Str. 202-66B-1st. The functions of both of these
entities remain uncertain.
A patch of burnt earth (F.3) measuring 0.4x0.42m was recorded immediately east of U.2.
Feature 3 was found at a level equivalent to the base of the U.10 addition, about 0.17m above the
bottom of U.2. It appears that burning intense enough to leave traces in the soil was being pursued
close to Str. 202-78-1st during TS.8. A lens of reddish-brown soil (F.2) was found resting atop S.3 and
extending 0.34m west of U.11. Feature 2 is maximally 0.1m thick where it adjoins U.11 and pinches out
at its western limit. The texture and color of F.2 is consonant with it being the eroded remains of burnt
earth, most likely bajareque. It could well be what remains of the perishable wall that once rose above
the top of Str. 202-78-1st’s basal facings and defined the limits of the superstructure.
By the conclusion of TS.8, Str. 202-78-1st retained its basic form, organization, and alignment
from TS.7. The addition of two wings built of solid stone that measure 2.1 and 2.3m long by 0.36m and
0.38m wide to the southern portions of the platform’s western and eastern basal facings marginally
expanded the building’s footprint. These constructions were not apparently added to buttress the
earlier walls to whose tops they rose. Instead, they may have been added to marginally increase the
width of the summit room by 0.74m total over its southernmost 1.6 to 1.8m (subtracting 0.5m for the
width of U.5, the southern basal facing). Two outsets were also raised now against Str. 202-78-1st’s
south flank. The western of the two is 0.1m tall, 0.9m-wide by 0.5m north-south. This stone-faced and
–surfaced construction that might have been a work surface. Located 0.5m to the east is a 0.3m-high by
0.8m-wide stone platform that projects 0.55-0.7m south from the main body of Str. 202-78-1st. This
construction might have served as a seat, step, or shelf used by those working or resting in the shade of
the superstructure’s roof. A circular stone construction measuring 1.1m across was also built now off
the platform’s northeast corner. The 0.2m-tall stone walls of this entity enclose an earthen-floored
interior that encompasses 0.6x0.8m. A patch of burnt earth measuring 0.4x0.42m found east of the
building (but not associated with the circular construction) points to the performance of activities
involving intense and repeated burning away from the edifice and on ancient ground surface.
Units 10 and 11 were built primarily of roughly faced tuff blocks among which were interspersed
some river cobbles. The U.13 outset consisted mostly of cobbles while its eastern neighbor, U.12, was
fashioned using angular fragments of what appears to have been tuff together with a few river-worn
stones. The same can be said of the rocks comprising the U.14 stone circle save that a few of the tuff

pieces here may have been shaped. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar and have their flatter
aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 9
By this time span Str. 202-78-1st may have been abandoned. The evidence supporting this
inference is the observation that as much as 0.26m of a dark gray (10YR 4/1), hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured soil (S.2) now accumulated, burying all but the uppermost 0.2-0.4m of finalphase architecture. Atop S.2, at a distance of 0.8m east of Str. 202-78-1st’s deteriorating ruin, a modest
construction (Str. 202-78-Sub2) was erected. This building is represented by a 0.1m-high by 0.25m-wide
wall (U.15) that was traced for 0.8m at an orientation of ca. 335 degrees. Most likely U.15 is the
surviving foundation for an earthen-floored surface-level building that was raised long after Str. 202-781st was no longer in use.
Time Span 10
After the area around Str. 202-78-1st was abandoned, a 0.12-0.2m-thick humus horizon (S.1)
formed atop S.2 and covered all but the highest surviving architecture raised during TS.7-9. Embedded
in S.1 is a moderately dense concentration of stones that likely tumbled from those constructions.
Structure 202-Sub2
Structure 202-Sub2 was exposed in the course of clearing Str. 202-78-1st which is 0.8-1.25m to
the south. As the designation implies, this edifice was not evident on modern ground surface and so
was not included in the original site map. Digging here within Subop. 202HN (excavation units 16-21
and 23-26) uncovered 9m2 in the course of clearing the building’s southwest portion. One construction
phase was identified during this research that was overseen by N. Burkhardt during the 2004 field
season.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

Str. 202-Sub2-1st

U.1-4

-

F.2

2

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
Str. 202-Sub2-1st is a building that was raised directly on ancient ground surface and is delimited
in its exposed portions by stone foundations (U.1-4) that are 0.1-0.17m tall by 0.22-0.37m wide. Units 1
and 2 defined the south and west sides of the building while U.3 projects north of U.1 and likely served
to mark a division among rooms within the edifice. On the north, U.4 was exposed for only 0.6m

running east-west and likely functioned to distinguish one or more enclosures to the north from
compartments to the south. Unit 4 projects 0.25m west from its intersection with U.2, the western
foundation. After this jog, the west side of Str. 202-Sub2-1st apparently continued to the north.
The one room that was mostly cleared within the edifice is in its southwest corner, has an
earthen floor, and measures 1.2m east-west by an estimated 2.3m north-south (the compartment’s
northern limit was not clearly identified). No built-in furniture was found in this enclosure though a
concentration of bajareque fragments (F.2) was recovered from the compartment’s southwest interior
corner.
Overall, Str. 202-Sub2-1st was raised directly on ancient ground surface, is aligned roughly 356
degrees, and consists of multiple rooms that are bounded by stone foundations that are 0.1-0.17m tall
by 0.22-0.37m wide. The most thoroughly cleared of the earthen-floored compartments is in the
building’s southwest corner. It covers 2.8m2, contains no built-in furniture, and yielded a deposit of
bajareque fragments from its southwest interior corner. The erection and use of this building is
contemporary with TS.8 of nearby Str. 202-78-1st.
Architecture constituting the known portions of Str. 202-Sub2-1st was fashioned primarily of
angular pieces of tuff among which are mixed some river cobbles. The limited portion of U.4 that was
exposed consists almost exclusively of river-rounded stones. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 2
Following its abandonment, Str. 202-Sub2-1st was completely submerged by the deposition of
S.1 and 2 (as described in the Str. 202-78 sequence). A light scattering of stones (F.1) that likely fell from
TS.1 architecture was recorded within these layers.
Structure 202-80
Structure 202-80 is in the western portion of Site PVN 202, 35m west of Str. 202-1, which is on
the west side of the principal plaza, 2.5m east of Str. 202-83, and 1.75m west of Str. 202-78. The ground
on which str. 202-80-1st was raised rises 0.22m over 6m from west to east. Excavations within Subop.
202HP, HQ, and HS uncovered 31m2, digging being pursued to maximum depths of 0.45m and 0.68m
below modern ground surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. One major construction
phase was identified in the course of this work which was directed by N. Burckhardt.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.6

-

2

-

-

S.3-5

-

Dates

3

Str. 202-80-1st

U.1-6

-

-

4

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the environs of Str. 202-80 is the deposition of at least 0.1m of
a reddish-brown (5YR 4/3) clay (S.6; its base was not identified). Stratum 6 was recognized solely within
a probe dug off Str. 202-80-1st’s west side where it was found to maintain a flat upper surface for the 1m
is was revealed running east-west. No cultural materials were retrieved from this level.
Time Span 2
Stratum 6 was covered by 0.11m of a brown (10YR 5/2) ashy soil (S.5). Stratum 5 was revealed
east and west of Str. 202-80-1st, the layer rising 0.17m across 6m from west-to-east. Subsequently, 0.060.22m of a dark gray-brown (10YR 4/2) earth that contains a few rock inclusions (S.4) was laid down over
S.5. Stratum 4 ascends 0.28m over 6m from west-to east and contains cultural materials. Finally, 0.070.17m of a very similar soil (S.3) was deposited over S.4. Stratum 3 is identical to S.4 save for the
increased quantity of artifacts, primarily pottery sherds, within it. Like its predecessor, S.3 rises from
west-to-east, in this case 0.21m across 6m in that direction. It was atop S.3 that Str. 202-80-1st was
erected.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-80-1st is a platform that is bordered on all sides by basal facings (U.1-4) that rise
0.4-0.6m directly to the earthen-floored summit. The fill (U.6) retained by these walls consists of a very
dark gray (5YR 3/1) soil that contains some artifacts along with small rocks. A 0.12m-tall terrace (U.5)
fronts Str. 202-80-1st on the south. Unit 5 projects 0.5m south of the platform’s south facing (U.4) and
seems to have run the full east-west width of the building. We cannot establish this point with certainty
as the terrace’s west edge was not securely identified. Unit 4 rose 0.38m above U.11’s tread. Observed
changes in construction within U.5 tentatively suggest that this entity may have been built in five
segments 0.81m, 1.08m, 0.87m, 1m, and 0.93m across east-west. The summit covers 3.5m on a side
and has no surviving built-in furniture.
Overall, Str. 202-80-1st was, by the end of TS.3, a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that was 0.40.6m tall, covered 4.7m on a side, and was oriented ca. 345 degrees. A 0.12m-tall terrace fronts the
building on the south. It seems likely that this riser once ran the full length of the building on this side,
possibly having been built in five segments each measuring 0.81-1.08m east-west. This terrace likely
provided access to the summit, the southern basal facing (U.4) projecting 0.38m above the terrace’s
earthen tread. The earthen-floored summit encompasses 12.3m2 and lacks built-in furniture. Most of
U.1-5 were fashioned using angular, fairly soft (probably tuff), white rocks among which a few river
cobbles are interspersed. The stones are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects oriented out and
away from the platform.

Time Span 4
Following Str. 202-80-1st’s abandonment, 0.13-0.19m of a very dark gray (5YR 3/1) soil (S.2)
accumulated atop S.3 and much of Str. 202-80-1st’s TS.3 architecture. A very similar humus horizon (S.1)
formed to depths of 0.05-0.12m atop S.2. What distinguishes S.1 and 2 is the dense concentration of
small roots in the former. A light concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely tumbled from final-phase
architecture was found in S.1 and 2.
Structure 202-81
Structure 202-81 is on the west margin of Site PVN 202, 7.5m north of Str. 202-6, 4.5m south of
Str. 202-83, and 43m due west of Str. 202-1, the large platform that defines the west side of the
principal plaza. The ground over which Str. 202-81’s several iterations were raised ascends 0.25m across
7.54m from west-to-east and 0.5m over 6.5m from north-south. Excavations in Subop. 202LO-LT, MY,
MZ, NA-ND, NL, NM, and PO uncovered 82m2 in the course of which about two-thirds of the edifice was
cleared. Digging was pursued to maximum depths of 1.06m and 0.58m below modern ground surface
within and beyond construction, respectively. Two major building episodes were identified in the
course of this work which was directed by J. Dillon during February and March, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.3-5

-

2

Str. 202-81-2nd

U.1-5, 16-17,
21-22, 24-25

-

F.2-3, 6

3

Str. 202-81-1st

U.6-15, 23, 26, S.2
27-30

F.4

4

Str. 202-81-1st

U.18-20

F.5

5

-

-

S.1

Dates

F.1

Time Span 1
The earliest event chronicled in the vicinity of Str. 202-81 is the deposition of at least 0.1m of a
hard-compacted, red-brown clay (S.5; its base was not found). Stratum 5 was revealed in exposures
east and west of Str. 202-81 that are 11.08m apart over which distance the stratum maintains a level
upper surface. This culturally sterile soil was also revealed north of the building but digging was not
pursued deep enough on the south to encounter it. Stratum 5 closely resembles the red-brown clay

that underlies occupation throughout Site PVN 202, these exposures being yet other examples of that
soil.
At least 0.1m of a hard-compacted, dark yellow-brown, sandy clay (S.4) was exposed in a probe
dug between U.1 and 5 on Str. 202-81’s east side (this layer’s base was not identified). Stratum 4’s
relation to S.5 was not determined though it seems likely that the former overlay the latter and that
digging did not proceed sufficiently deep here to encounter the red-brown clay. Stratum 4’s west end
was seemingly truncated. After running level for 0.6m west of where it was apparently cut by the
construction of U.5, the soil drops 0.09m over 0.4m from east-west, disappearing into the base of
excavation. Most likely this precipitous descent is related to the erection of U.1, 0.38m to the west.
Also underlying TS.2 architecture is 0.1-0.35m of a moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured,
tan soil that contains a few rocks and artifacts (S.3). Stratum 3 rests directly on S.5 east and west of Str.
202-81 and was not clearly identified off the edifice’s remaining flanks. It was also not found in relation
to S.4, though this area was heavily disturbed by construction during TS.2.
Time Span 2
During this span Str. 202-81-2nd was a platform defined by stone facings (U.1-4) that are an
estimated 0.38m (on the west) to 0.66m tall (on the east; the east and west sides were the most
thoroughly cleared of the building’s flanks). It is unclear why U.1, the east basal wall, is taller than any
of the other facings, including U.3 on the west. Unit 1 is also unusually wide (0.95m across during this
interval) when compared with U.2-4 (measuring 0.51-0.6m across). The fill retained by U.1-4 consists of
a fine-textured, soft-compacted, gray ash (U.21). It was into the top of U.21 that a circular pit (U.22)
was dug. This declivity measures 2.85m across its best preserved dimension (east-west) and is
maximally 0.34m deep at the center. Unit 22 is bordered on its base by a 0.05-0.11m-thick deposit of
light brown, fine-textured, moderately hard-compacted earth (F.2). A maximally 0.08m-thick lens of
charcoal (F.3) overlies F.2 on its east margin. Capping F.3 by 0.1m is more of the U.21 ash. Feature 3
extends 0.9m west from a point 0.15m west of F.2’s east end, terminating at U.16 on the west. The
latter construction is a 0.2m-high stone wall that rests on F.2, measures 2m east-west by 0.89m northsouth and abuts U.3, the platform’s western basal facing, on the west. Unlike F.2 which lips up to U.1 on
the east, U.16 stops 0.9m west of that facing. A 0.36m-tall by 0.25m-wide wall (U.17) extends 2.5m
south from U.16. Unit 17 joins U.16 at a point 0.5m west of the latter’s southeast corner, intersecting
the south basal facing’s north face. Capping the U.22 is a layer of burnt earth (F.6). Feature 6 laps up
onto the bases of U.16 and 17. Clay was recorded baked onto U.16 for the full height of its north side.
It appears from the evidence in hand that Str. 202-81-2nd was a stone-faced, ash-filled platform
that stood 0.38-0.66m tall, covered 4.24m east-west by 6.1m north-south, and was oriented
approximately due north-south. The earthen-floored summit supports one chamber (Room 1) that
encompasses 2.9x4.85m (14.1m2) much of that space being taken up by a 0.34m-deep by 2.85mdiameter roughly circular pit that shows considerable evidence of burning. A stone wall (U.16) standing
0.2m high and measuring 0.89m wide runs for 2m east from the near the pit’s west edge. Unit 16
bifurcates the declivity, stopping 0.9m short (west) of the pit’s east margin. A 0.36m-tall by 0.25m-wide
stone wall (U.17) projects 2.5m south from U.16, extending across, and beyond (south of), the pit’s

burnt earth surface. Unusual by the standards of buildings recorded at Las Canoas and within the Naco,
lower Cacaulapa, and middle Ulua drainages, Str. 202-81-2nd was apparently a platform erected
primarily to support a sizable firing pit, Units 16 and 17 seemingly functioning in some ways to control
the distribution of heat within that declivity.
Also erected at about this time is U.5. Located 1m east of U.1, this wall reaches the same depth
as its western neighbor and stood to an equivalent height (0.6m; its width during this interval is not
known). The full extent of U.5 was not exposed. It was only cleared for 2.8m north-south where it
fronts U.1’s northernmost section over this distance. The architectural significance of U.5 is not known.
During TS.3 it would come to form the western side of a staircase, the erection of the risers obscuring
U.5’s early dimensions and form. The area between U.1 and 5 is filled with two sequentially deposited
earth layers. The basal stratum (U.24) overlies S.4 by 0.15m and consists of a soft-compacted, finetextured, gray ash that closely resembles U.21. Unit 24 fills the area of the aforementioned drop-off
west of S.4. Covering U.24 by 0.14-0.21m is a moderately hard-compacted, tan soil (U.25) the top of
which reaches to 0.16-0.24 shy of the summits of U.1 and 5. It may be that U.5 and the fill it retains to
the west were added as part of an effort to expand Str. 202-81-2nd at least 1m to the east. How
extensive this addition might have been in unknown though it does not seem to have continued for
more than 2.8m south of a point roughly equal to the platform’s northeast corner. If that was the case,
then Str. 202-81-2nd would have had a ‘L-shape’ by the end of TS.2, that form created by a 2.8m-long
(north-south) addition that projected at least 1m east from the edifice’s northeast corner.
All architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of cobbles that are set in a mud mortar. The
flatter aspects of these rocks are generally directed outwards. Some tuff rocks are found intermixed
with the river worn stones.
Time Span 3
This interval apparently began with the deposition of 0.21m of a dark brown soil (S.2) that
contains numerous small white flecks. Stratum 2 was most clearly identified east of the platform where
it blankets S.3 and underlies TS.3 architecture (most clearly U.15). A 0.03m-thick deposit of tightly
packed pottery sherds (F.4) was embedded in S.2, lying 0.07-0.12m below the top of that stratum and
extending 0.62m west from the east excavation limits. Feature 4 likely continues further east beyond
areas we investigated. On the west it was summarily terminated by the digging of F.5 (see TS.4). It
appears that S.2’s upper surface formed the ground level above which Str. 202-81-1st was raised (its top
coincides with the top of U.5 at the end of TS.2). Stratum 2 covers S.5 on the north by 0.2m and
underlies construction associated with Str. 202-81-1st on this flank (U.6 in particular). There was no sign
of S.2 on the west where TS.3 constructions were set atop S.3. The stratigraphic sequence on the south
is unclear. Most likely S.2 constitutes a fill unit that was introduced to raise ground level, at least on the
north and east, preparatory to erecting Str. 202-81-1st.
During this interval Str. 202-81-1st’s core platform (delimited by U.1-4) retained its earlier basal
footprint and orientation though its summit was now elevated by the addition of 0.5m of small to
medium-size rocks set in a fine-textured, light brown soil (U.23). Unit 23 buried the earlier summit pit
(U.22) along with all of U.17. Unit 16 was raised about 0.5m now. As a result, the latter might still have

been visible in the earthen floor of the superstructure but it did not seem to project above that surface.
It may well be that we are combining within one time span events that were spread out over several
distinct construction episodes. Hence, U.16 might have been raised and in use for a number of years
before the U.23 fill was added, ultimately covering all but the top of the former entity. Whatever the
case might have been, in order to accommodate the addition of U.23 the basal walls were raised about
0.5, these additions on the east (U.1) and north (U.2) being set back 0.1-0.2m from the fronts of their
TS.2 versions. Room 1 set atop the core platform still measured 14.1m2 but did not contain any
discernible built-in furniture aside from the still-visible upper portion of U.16 which likely appeared as a
rectangular stone floor extending 2m west from the compartment’s west wall (U.3) and measuring
0.78m north-south. Unit 16 intersects Room 1’s west wall (U.3) at a point 1.85m south of the
enclosure’s northwest interior corner.
Stone-faced terraces were now built against the core platform. They stand 0.2-0.45m high by
1m (on the north [U.8] and west [12]), 2m (on the east [U.9]), and 0.8m wide (on the south [U.11]). Unit
8 on the north is backed by a fill (U.27) composed of small to medium-size rocks that are embedded in a
hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil. On the west, U.12 retains a fill (U.29) composed of mostly
small stones set in a moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured, tan soil. We presume that U. 8, 11, and
12 once ran the full lengths of the building on their respective sides, though we did not establish this
interpretation directly. Unit 9 extends 5.25m south from its intersection with U.8 at which point it ends
and seems to step back (west) 0.3m to join U.28, the south wall of Room 2. On the north, two terraces
front U.8. The basal riser (U.6) is 0.26m tall by 0.52m wide. Unit 6 ends at U.7 on the south. The latter,
though poorly preserved, is estimated to have been 0.17m high by 0.73m wide, ending at U.8. The
latter projects an inferred 0.17m above U.7’s tread. The full east-west extents of U.6-7 are not known.
Off Str. 202-81-1st’s east side, three distinct spaces, two rooms and a staircase, were built now.
Unit 5 served as the foundation for the staircase, its top being raised ca. 0.4m to form the penultimate
step-up to the summit and to retain a fill (U.26) composed of a hard-compacted tan soil that resembles
S.3. The two risers ascending from east-to-west towards the newly elevated top of U.5 are U.9 (the
eastern terrace) and U.10. The former stands 0.36m high and spans 0.61m east-west. Unit 10 rises
0.1m above U.9’s tread and continues west for 0.3m to where it ends in U.5 which projects an inferred
0.08m above U.10’s tread. Unit 5’s riser gives way to a 1.6m-wide (east-west) earthen surface that ends
in U.1 on the west. The latter was probably still visible for 0.12m above the U.5 tread. The staircase
measures 2.5m east-west by 2.8m north-south, ending on the north at a point equal with the core
platform’s northeast corner. Its northern limit is not clear while the southern boundary is defined by a
0.56m-tall wall (U.13) that extends east from U.1 to join U.5, and possibly U.9. At some point late in
TS.3, a 0.2m-high step (U.15) was appended to U.9’s east face, joining that riser at a point 0.9m south of
its intersection with U.8. Unit 15 is a block of stone that measures 0.9m north-south and extends 0.87m
east of U.9, the latter still peeking 0.16m above U.15’s tread. the addition of U.15 made for four risers
ascending from east-to-west towards Room 1 on the core platform’s summit.
Immediately south of the staircase is a compartment (Room 2) that is defined by U.13 on the
north, U.1 on the west, and foundations (U.14 and 28) on the remaining sides. Units 14 and 28 are
0.48m tall by 0.36-0.5m wide and border an earthen-floored interior that covers 1.07x1.31m. A 0.76mwide door in the enclosure’s northeast corner provides access to this enclosed space. A masonry block

measuring 0.46x0.46m is set as a threshold in that entryway. A stone floor (U.30) extends 0.95m from
the west face of U.9, the 0.36m-high terrace that fronts Room 2, back to that block but not into Room 2.
A 0.68m-wide door atop U.1 overlooks Room 2. We estimate that the floor of Room 2 was about 0.25m
below the threshold of that door, making passage from Room 2 to Room 1 through this passageway
relatively easy. At some point during TS.2, the entrance into Room 1 through the aforementioned door
was filled in, increasing the height that had to be traversed to roughly 0.6m. Though possible, it seems
likely that Rooms 1 and 2 were no longer directly linked after the door was sealed.
Lying directly south of Room 2 is an earthen-floored compartment (Room 3) that was built on
ancient ground surface. The U.9 terrace terminates at the south side of Room 2. Room 3 is bordered by
U.28 on the north, U.1 on the west, and U.11 on the south. The latter, for 2.1m east of the core
platform’s southeast corner, seems to be a free-standing wall and not a terrace facing. This foundation
is 0.46m tall by 0.35m wide, a 0.4m-wide extension of U.11 projecting 0.3m north of the footing’s east
end to define the south side of a 1.85m-wide door that provided easy access to Room 3’s earthenfloored interior from the east (U.9’s southern terminus borders the passage on the north). Room 3
encompasses 1.7x2.6m and, like Room 2 to the north, lacks built-in furniture.
By the conclusion of TS.3, Str. 202-81-1st was a stone-faced, stone-and-earth-filled platform that
covered 7.6m east-west by 8.1m north-south, stood 0.6-0.9m high, and retained its earlier orientation of
due north-south. Terraces standing 0.2-0.45m high by 0.8-2m wide bordered the core platform on all
sides though they need not have run the full length of the edifice on these flanks; U.9 on the east, the
most completely cleared of the terraces, stopped 5.25m south of its corner with the northern riser (U.8),
stepping back west at this point to join the core’s eastern facing (U.1). The core’s summit was raised
about 0.5m through the introduction of a rock-and-earth fill, blanketing the earlier pit and some its
associated architecture (U.17 in particular). The basal facings were elevated a comparable distance to
retain this fill as was U.16, the stone wall that bifurcated the summit pit from the west during TS.2. Even
so, the top of U.16 probably appeared as a stone surface covering 2m east-west by 0.78m wide,
intersecting Room 1’s west wall at a point 1.85m south of the enclosure’s northwest interior corner.
Otherwise there was no built-in furniture recorded in Room 1 which still covered 14.1m2. Two low
(0.26m and 0.17m) terraces that are 0.52m and 0.73m wide front the northern terrace (U.8). The eastwest extent of these risers in unknown. Together with U.8 and the core’s northern basal wall (U.2), they
might have formed a set of steps leading to the summit. A more formal staircase is located off the
platform’s northeast corner. This construction was ultimately composed of four risers that ascend in
increments of 0.2m, 0.16m, 0.08m, and 0.1m from bottom to top (east-to-west) to the 0.12m-tall stepup to the summit formed by the still-visible top of U.1. The staircase extends 2.8m south from a point
equal with the core platform’s northeast corner and projects 3.38m east of the platform’s east basal
wall (U.1). South of the stairs are two additional enclosures. Room 2 borders the steps, rests atop the
0.36m-high eastern terrace (U.9), and has an earthen-floored interior that measures 1.4m2 and was
accessed through a 0.76m-wide door in its northeast corner. A masonry block serves as the
passageway’s threshold, a stone floor extend 0.95m west from U.9 up to, but not beyond, that block. A
0.76m-wide door atop Room 1’s eastern wall (U.1) likely provided passage between that compartment
and Room 2 on the east. Sealing that entrance likely severed this connection. Room 3, built on ground
surface south of Room 2, has an earthen floor that covers 4.4m2 and was entered through a 1.85m-wide
door on its east side. No built-in furniture was recorded within Rooms 2 and 3.

The architecture raised now was made from a mix of tuff rocks and river cobbles, the former
tending to predominate in most cases. Most of the tuff that was used to provide the outer faces of walls
was shaped to create at least one vertical aspect. As noted, a masonry block was used to formalize the
entrance into Room 2 from the east. The rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being
consistently oriented outwards.
Time Span 4
During TS.4, Str. 202-81-1st was largely unchanged. The major events identified during this
interval involved the erection of several surface-level constructions off the edifice’s north and south
sides. In the former direction, a ‘U-shaped’ entity (U.18) defined by walls on all sides save the southwest
was raised atop the U.6 riser. Unit 18’s perimeter footings are 0.3m tall by 0.15-0.3m wide, cover an
area of 0.6x0.9m, the whole being aligned ca. 295 degrees. The interior contained by U.18’s footings
encompasses 0.35x0.4m (0.1m2). Unit 18 is 0.6m north of U.8 and 0.15m west of U.19. The latter is a
wall standing about 0.3m high by 0.2m wide that defines an erratic course for 1.5m north-south at an
orientation of very approximately due north-south. At its north and south termini, U.19 extends 1m
westward. The general result is to create something like a barrier that largely encases U.18 on all sides
save the west, which was left open. Unit 19 is 0.4m north of U.8.
On the south a low, 0.4m-wide construction (U.20) sits 0.1m south of Room 3’s southern footing
(U.11). Unit 20 is 1.3m long east-west and is located near the center of Room 3’s south side.
The only other activity that transpired now was the digging of a 0.32m-deep pit (F.5) at a point
1.2m east of U.15. Feature 5 extends from the top of S.2 and penetrates underlying S.3, stopping 0.02m
above the red-brown clay of S.5. The pit’s walls are nearly vertical, F.5 measuring 0.24m across eastwest. When uncovered, F.5 was filled with a hard-compacted, tan soil that contained some artifacts and
small white flecks. As noted, the digging of F.5 apparently truncated the F.4 ceramic lens, on the west.
Most likely, this excavation occurred very late in TS.4
As occupation tapered off at Str. 202-81-1st, therefore, it appears that the building was a focus
for the erection of several relatively ephemeral structures raised directly on ancient ground surface.
The architecture fashioned now was made mostly of angular tuff rocks mixed with a few river cobbles.
Set in a mud mortar, the flatter sides of these stones were not consistently directed outwards.
Whatever tasks these constructions were involved with, at least one pit was apparently dug east of Str.
202-81-1st at about this time. It is not clear if the platform was still in use when that pit was excavated.
Time Span 5
After Str. 202-81-1st and its environs were abandoned, a dark gray-brown humus horizon (S.1)
formed to a thickness of as much as 0.27m atop the underlying soils. Embedded in S.1 is a moderately
light concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from TS.3 and 4 architecture.
Structure 202-95

Structure 202-95 lies 5m west of Str. 202-1, the sizable platform that closes off the east side of
the principal plaza, 6m east of Str. 202-78, and was mapped as joined at its southeast corner with the
northwest corner of Str. 202-3. As it turns out, investigations here revealed that these edifices were not
united by construction but are 1m apart. The ground atop which Str. 202-95-1st was built rises ca. 0.4m
over 6.42m from north-to-south. Digging here within Subop. 202GF and GG cleared 40m2, excavations
being pursued to maximum depths of 0.6m below modern ground surface beyond architecture;
construction fill was not probed. More than three-quarters of the edifice was exposed as a result of
these investigations. One major building phase was identified in the course of this work which was
overseen by N. Swayne.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.2

-

2

Str. 202-95-1st

U.1-4, 7-9

-

-

3

Str. 202-95-1st

U.5-6, 10

-

-

4

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
At least 0.17m of a dark grayish brown (10YR 4/2) sandy loam that contains some gravel (S.2)
was deposited now (its base was not uncovered). As S.2 resumed deposition following Str. 202-95-1st’s
abandonment, it is hard to say how much of this soil was laid down now. This estimate is based on the
stratigraphic relationship between lower S.2 and TS.2 architecture; at least this amount of the earth
would have to have been deposited now to support the later building efforts.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-95-1st was, at this time, a platform that was faced on all sides by walls (U.1-4) that
ascend 0.3-0.46m directly to the earthen-floored summit. The building measures 3.53x4.8m and is
aligned approximately 260 degrees. What appears to have been a stone that fell from neighboring Str.
202-3-1st was found under part of U.3, the southern basal facing. This observation tentatively implies
that Str. 202-95-1st was built after Str. 202-3-1st was already starting to decay. The building’s summit
encompasses 2.74x3.75m and has a 0.4m-tall stone-faced bench (U.7) built into its southwest corner.
Unit 7 projects 1.4m north from the compartment’s south side and encompasses 2.15m east-west.
Fronting the structure on the north are two low stone-faced terraces (U.8 and 9) that run parallel, but
are not connected, to Str. 202-95-1st. The basal riser (U.9) ascends an estimated 0.1m and is 0.4m wide.

Unit 8 rises 0.3m above U.9’s earthen tread and gives way to fairly level terrain which extends 1.6m
south to U.1, the platform’s northern basal wall.
Architecture raised now was fashioned primarily of rover cobbles though angular rocks, mostly
of tuff, comprise about one-third of the stones used in construction. A shaped block was recorded in
U.8’s north face. All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter faces directed outwards.
Time Span 3
During this interval Str. 202-95-1st’s core platform remained unchanged. The major modification
to the edifice happened off its north flank. Here what appears to have been a 0.3m-high ‘L-shaped’
bench was erected (U.5 and 6). Unit 5, comprising the main body of the construction, intersects the
platform at its northwest corner and projects 2.2m to the north from that point. As this portion of the
bench overlaps Str. 202-95-1st’s northwest corner, it is longer on the west than on the east (1m). Unit 6
extends 0.85m east from U.5’s north end, overrunning the U.8 terrace in this area. The latter was still
visible for 0.1m north of U.6 and continued to run for an undetermined distance to the east. Unit 5 is
1.05m wide east-west while U.6 measures 0.5m across north-south.
A low stone wall (U.10) measuring 0.3m across was observed extending at least 0.7m north from
U.5’s north face. Unit 10 is aligned ca. 352 degrees and intersects U.5 at a point 0.2m east of the
construction’s northwest corner. This entity was likely a foundation from a surface-level building that
was erected north of, and adjoining, Str. 202-95-1st late in TS.3.
Architecture raised now was fabricated primarily using river-rounded stones among which are
mixed a few angular rocks, the latter being mostly of tuff. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 4
Following Str. 202-95-1st’s abandonment the deposition of S.2 resumed. A 0.04-0.38m-thick
very dark gray-brown humus horizon (S.1) formed atop S.2 during this interval. Embedded in S.1 and
upper S.2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that fell from final-phase architecture.
These stones are particularly concentrated off the platform’s west and south sides.
Structure 202-106
Structure 202-106 is a sizable platform situated in Site PVN 202’s southwest quadrant, 4.1m
north of Str. 202-116, 1.7m southeast of Str. 202-7, and 37.5m southwest of Str. 202-2, the large
platform that borders the south side of the principal plaza. The terrain over which the edifice was raised
ascends 0.8m over 8m from northwest-to-southeast and about 0.15m across 7.5m from northeast-tosouthwest. Digging within Subop. 202KK, KL, KM, KN, KO, and KP uncovered 82m2, excavations reaching
a maximum depth of 1.1m below modern ground surface outside construction; architectural fill was not
probed. About three-quarters of the edifice was revealed in the course of these investigations. One
major building episode, with hints of earlier construction, were identified in the course of this work
which was directed by E. Brady from February 6-April 10, 2008.

Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.4-6

F.3

2

Str. 202-106-2nd

U.1

-

F.4

3

Str. 202-106-1st

U.2-21

-

-

4

-

-

S.3

F.2

5

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event chronicled in the vicinity of Str. 202-106 is the deposition of at least 0.14m of
a hard-compacted, fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.6; its base was not encountered). Over the 1.1m
northwest-southeast by 1m that S.6 was revealed, it retained a level upper surface. Stratum 6 closely
resembles the culturally sterile soil that underlies human activities throughout Site PVN 202; most likely
S.6 is a specific manifestation of that extensive clay deposit.
Stratum 6 is covered by 0.1m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown earth (S.5) that,
like its predecessor, maintains a flat upper surface. Fully 0.18m of a moderately soft-compacted,
orange-brown soil (S.4) covers S.5 (S.4-6 were uncovered only in a 1x1.1m excavation dug immediately
north of Str. 202-106-1st). Embedded in S.4 at its interface with S.5 is a 0.04m-thick deposit of dark gray
ash (F.3). Feature 3 extends 0.63m southeast of the northwest margin of excavations, pinching out
against underlying S.5 on the southeast.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-106-2nd is represented by a stone floor (U.1) that was traced running 0.9m
northwest out from under Str. 202-106-1st’s northwest basal terrace (U.2). Unit 1 is set into the top of
S.4 and is oriented, very approximately, 311 degrees. The full dimensions of this surface were not
determined. Most likely, Str. 202-106-2nd was a surface-level building. A maximally 0.04m-thick ash lens
(F.4) is embedded in the top of S.4, extending 0.2m northwest of U.1. Feature 4 may relate to tasks
involving burning that transpired on or near Str. 202-106-2nd.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-106-1st is an extensive platform bordered by vertical facings (U.4-8) that rise 0.60.8m to the summit on all sides save the northwest. The northeast facing consists of two segments (U.6

and 7). Unit 6 runs 3.7m southeast from its intersection with U.2 to form the building’s north corner. At
this point U.6 steps back (southwest) 0.85m after which U.7 continues the remaining 3.1m to the
southeast to join U.8 at Str. 202-106-1st’s east corner. On the southwest a 0.2m-tall facing (U.3) was
traced for 3.61m southeast from its northwest terminus in Str. 202-106-1st’s inset west corner (formed
by the junction of U.2 and 3). That inset measures 0.5m on a side. The architectural significance of U.3
is unclear. It simply petered out on the southeast and did not run back to the northeast to join the main
platform. Unit 3 may have been part of a terrace that was either in the process of being built when Str.
202-106-1st was abandoned or was partially dismantled near the end of the edifice’s occupation.
Structure 202-106-1st is fronted on the northwest by a 0.32m-tall, stone-surfaced terrace (U.2)
that runs the full length of the building’s northwest flank. This terrace is 0.85m wide northwestsoutheast. Unit 2 steps in (southeast) 0.37m over a distance of 2.1m (northeast-southwest) near
edifice’s center. Directly in line with that indentation, and resting on U.2’s tread, is a 0.18m-tall step
(U.20). Unit 20 measures 1.6m northeast-southwest, is 0.37m southeast of U.2’s northwest facing, and
abuts the next ascent to the southeast (U.5). Unit 5 rises 0.21m above U.20 (0.39m above U.2’s tread)
and runs for the full northwest side of the edifice. Backing U.5 on the southeast and resting on that
terrace’s surface are three earthen-floored enclosures set in a northeast-southwest line (Rooms 1-3).
These chambers are bordered by the next ascent (U.11) on the southeast, U.5 on the northwest, and
foundations (U.9 and 10), the latter standing 0.2-0.38m high by 0.2-0.5m wide. The central
compartment (Room 2) overlooks the U.20 riser and encompasses 1.7x1.8m. Bordering Room 2 on the
southwest, Room 1 covers 1.8m on a side. Room 3, in turn, lies northeast of Room 2 and measures
1.85x1.95m. None of these chambers contains contain built-in furniture and all are open on the
northwest overlooking the U.2 terrace. The one partial exception to this last generalization is Room 1
where a 0.2m-wide segment of U.10, its northeastern foundation, projects 0.55m southwest from that
foundation’s northwest end. The result of this construction is to narrow the compartment’s open
northwest face to 1.25m across northeast-southwest.
Room 2 is succeeded on the southeast by two steps (U.12 and 13) that ascend in increments of
0.2m from northwest-to-southeast towards Room 4 and the summit. Units 12 and 13 run at least 1.1m
northeast-southwest and may have been flanked on the northeast and southwest by stone blocks
against which the risers were set. Preservation of these putative anchoring constructions was so poor
that we cannot be sure if they existed. If not, then U.12 and 13 would have spanned 1.5m northeastsouthwest. Flanking these risers on the northeast and southwest is a 0.52m-high ascent (U.11). As with
U.2 and 5, U.11 runs the full length of Str. 202-106-1st’s northwest side, the 1.5m-wide gap in its center
filled with the U.12 and 13 steps.
Unit 11 measures 0.7m across northwest-southeast and is succeeded to the southeast by a
0.28m-tall riser (U.15) that runs 5.1m northeast-southwest. Unit 15 intersects the southwest basal
facing (U.4) and stops 0.3m short of the northeast basal wall (U.7). Unit 16 corners with U.15 on the
northeast and runs 1m back to the southeast to join the U.18 bench 0.35m southwest of the latter’s
north corner. A gap measuring 1.05m northeast-southwest is situated near U.15’s center, directly in line
with the U.12-13 steps, Room 2, the U.20 riser, and the indentation in U.2. A 0.45m-wide block of
stones (U.14) spans the 0.45m northwest-southeast between the back (southeast) of U.11 and
northwest face of U.15. Unit 14 connects the southwest sides of the gaps in U.11 and 15. A comparable

construction on the northeast side of the breach was not found. No steps were recorded in the
aperture within U.15, though it seems likely that one riser once filled this space.
The earthen floor of Room 4 on the platform’s summit encompasses 2.4m northwest-southeast
by 4.3m and contains a stone-faced bench (U.18) that stands 0.35m high, measures 2.9m northeastsouthwest, and projects 1.75m northwest from the compartment’s southeast wall (the interior of the
southeast basal facing, U.8). A cubicle covering 1.4m on a side adjoins U.18 on the southwest and is
bordered by footings (U.17 and 22) on the southwest and northwest. The southwest foundation (U.17)
is 0.6m high by 0.5m wide and extends 1.9m northwest of U.8’s interior (northwest) face. Unit 22
extends 0.55m northeast from U.17’s northwest end and stands 0.17m high. The 0.95m separating U.17
from U.18 on the northeast provided passage to the cubicle’s interior. A dense packing of stones (U.21)
backs U.17 to the southwest, between it and the inner face of the southwest basal wall (U.4).
Backing Room 4 on the southeast is an ill-defined concentration of rocks (U.19) that abuts and
covers all but the uppermost 0.4m of U.8, the building’s southeast basal wall. The stones comprising
U.19 are set in a light brown soil and are generally, though not universally, flat-laid. They cover an area
of roughly 1.6m northwest-southeast, by 6.05, extending from Str. 202-106-1st’s south corner to 0.3m
shy (southwest) of its east corner. Most likely, U.19 was added late in TS.3.
As TS.3 drew to a close, Str. 202-106-1st was a stone-faced platform that stood 0.7-1.51m tall,
covered 6.8x7m (not including U.3), and was aligned ca. 55 degrees. The discrepancy in the platform’s
height is largely due to the northwest-to-southeast ascent in the underlying terrain. On all sides save
the northwest the basal walls rise directly to the summit. The situation is different on the northwest
where four terraces run the northeast-southwest length of the building and ascend to the southeast
toward the highest point on the summit. The basal riser is 0.32m high, 0.85m wide northwestsoutheast, and has a 0.37m-deep indentation running 2.1m northeast-southwest near the terrace’s
center. Remnants of the U.1 floor might still have been visible within this inset. Located 0.37m
southeast of that indentation is a 0.18m-tall step (U.20) that provides passage to the next terrace. The
latter is 0.39m tall, 1.45m wide northwest-southeast, and supports three chambers arranged in a
northeast-southwest line. These earthen-floored enclosures cover, from southwest-to-northeast,
3.2m2, 3.1m2, and 3.6m2, are largely open on the northwest, and lack built-in furniture. The central
chamber (Room 2) directly overlooks the U.20 step and gives way on the south to two risers that ascend
in increments of 0.2m from northwest-to-southeast further up the platform’s northwest side. These
steps are flanked on the northeast and southwest by a 0.52m-high riser that gives way to a 0.7m-wide
(northwest-southeast) tread. The next riser ascends 0.28m to the summit. A gap measuring 1.05mwide northeast-southwest in this terrace directly overlooks the previously mentioned steps, the central
of the three northwest rooms, the U.20 riser, and the indentation in the northwest basal terrace. This
arrangement strongly suggests that Str. 202-106-1st had a formal entrance oriented towards the
northwest and the plaza that lies beyond the building in this direction and which is bordered by Str. 2027, 23, 105, and 100. That entryway terminated on the southeast in Room 4, an earthen-floored
compartment that covers 10.3m2 and contains a 0.35m-high stone-faced bench that measures 2.9m
northeast-southwest by 1.75m. This bench directly overlooks the northwest passage, so to speak. A
cubicle encompassing 2m2 adjoins the bench on the southwest and was entered through a 0.95m-wide
door in its north corner.

Two late additions to Str. 202-106-1st were noted. One consists of a 0.2m-high by 0.35m-wide
terrace that was seemingly in the process of being added off the platform’s southwest side when
occupation ceased. An extensive (6.4m2) construction composed of densely packed rocks was
appended late in the interval to the building’s southeast flank, burying much of the edifice’s southeast
basal facing on this side.
All architecture raised during TS.3 was made primarily of cobbles among which were mixed a
few angular pieces of tuff, some of which were slightly modified to create flat faces. Faced blocks were
recorded in U.2 (mostly within the indentation). All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar and have their
flatter aspects directed outwards.
Time Span 4
Against Str. 202-106-1st’s northwest face, 0.43m of a fine-textured, brown soil (S.3) was
deposited atop S.4 and U.1, covering U.2 and 20. Embedded in S.3 are numerous ash lenses intermixed
with a large mass of cobbles and tuff pieces (F.2). It appears that S.3 and F.2 consist of material that was
purposefully introduced to seal the platform’s northwest face. The F.2 rocks were traced 1.7m
northwest to Str. 202-7-1st where they cover part of that platform’s southwest flank. Most likely Str.
202-106-1st had been abandoned by the beginning of TS.4.
Time Span 5
Subsequently, 0.06-0.2m of a brown soil that contains numerous pottery sherds (S.2) collected
atop S.3 on the northwest; this soil was not clearly identified elsewhere around the building. A 0.070.24m-thick dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed during the latest period attested to in this area.
Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light concentration of rocks (F.1) that probably fell from finalphase architecture.
Structures 110, 114, and 120
These buildings are considered together in this report because they are so tightly packed that it
is difficult to summarize their forms and occupation sequence without considering their interrelations.
Consequently, while each edifice is described separately in the following pages the sequence of
construction units, strata, and features used in this account are continuous across the buildings. In
addition, their various iterations are grouped together within the proposed time span.
Structures 54, 110, 114, and 120 were mapped as interconnected buildings situated in the
center of Site PVN 202, 4m west of Str. 202-57, 2.5m north of Str. 202-34, and 1.5m south of Str. 202-2,
the monumental platform that borders the principal plaza on the south. The ground over which Strs.
202-110-1st and -120-1st were raised ascends 0.3m across 12.6m from north-to-south. There is strong
evidence that these relatively late constructions were built atop a landscape that was significantly
modified by human actions. Here, like in much of Site PVN 202, the terrain was anything but a product
of natural processes. Structure 202-54 was not investigated during the 2008 field season though the

remaining three edifices were largely cleared. About three-quarters of a building (Str. 201-114-Sub1)
that was not recorded as a distinct edifice was also exposed in the course of this work, all of which was
conducted within Subop. 202MM-MP, MU-MW, and NE-NI (Str. 202-110), 202MU, NE, and NF (Str. 202114 and Str. 202-114-Sub1), and 202MM, MS, and MT (Str. 202-120). Fully 80m2 was cleared in the
course of these investigations, digging reaching depths of 1.72m and 0.74m below modern ground
surface within and beyond architecture, respectively. Three major phases of construction were
identified in the course of this research which was overseen by J. Compton from February 6- April 23,
2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.13

-

2

-

-

S.2-10

F.3

3

Str. 202-120-2nd
Str. 202-110-2nd
Str. 202-114-Sub1-2nd

U.4-6
U.1-3, 59, 9?
U.34, 36, 60

-

-

4

-

U.45, 48-50

S.11-12

F.6

5

Str. 202-110-1st
Str. 202-120-1st
Str. 202-114-Sub1

U.1-3, 7-15, 52 U.16-26, 37
U.27-36 , 58, 60

-

6

-

U.43-44, 46-47, 51

F.2, 4-5

7

Str. 202-114-1st

U.38-42, 52-57 -

F.7

8

-

-

F.1

S.1, 14

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in this construction complex was the deposition of at least
0.17m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.13) that yielded no artifacts (its base was
not reached). Stratum 13 was identified in two discontinuous locales that are 11m apart within these
excavations. Over this distance, we tentatively infer that this red-brown clay rose 0.26m from
southwest (below U.6) to northeast (below U.1). A very similar, culturally sterile soil underlies Site PVN
202 and it is highly likely that S.13 is part of that extensive deposit.
Time Span 2

This interval was marked by the deposition of soils that, in the case of S.2-6 and 9 seems to be
slight variants on a light brown to tan, moderately soft-compacted, fine-textured earth. They were
given different designations in the field as they were exposed in distinct, unconnected parts of the
excavations. Thus, S.3 north of U.1, covers S.13 by 0.26m, its upper surface comprising the ground
surface above which TS.3 architecture (including U.1) was erected. Embedded within S.3 were lenses
composed of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown clay that contains numerous small white particles.
These intrusions are 0.02-0.06m thick at their broadest points and measure as much as 1.03m long. The
lenses are separated from each other vertically by 0.04-0.12m, one resting directly on the S.3/13
interface.
Strata 2, 4, and 5 are the stratigraphic analogues of S.3 at the southern limits of excavations,
being found 12.6m south of S.3’s southernmost exposure. These layers are superimposed, measuring,
from the top-down, 0.18m (S.2) and 0.14m (S.4) thick. The basal deposit in the sequence (S.5) was only
exposed to a thickness of 0.06m before digging ceased, its base lying beyond our excavation limits.
What distinguishes these fine-textured, tan soils from each other is the greater concentration of small
(no more than 0.02m in diameter) rocks and pottery sherds in S.2 and variations in the degrees of their
compaction, generally decreasing with greater depth. Found at the S.4/5 interface is a 0.03m-thick layer
that is very hard-compacted, fine-textured, and gray in color (F.3). Feature 3 was traced for 0.6m north
of the southern excavation limits at which point it ended abruptly. In the field it appeared as though F.3
was cut on the north. Given its distinctive color and compaction, F.3 may have been a living surface
associated with activities conducted in Str. 202-120’s environs well before that building was raised.
Stratum 6, in turn, is a 0.09-0.14m-thick layer soft-compacted, fine textured, tan soil, this time
located off, and abutting the basal 0.18m of, Str. 202-20-1st’s north wall (U.16) while intersecting Str.
202-110-1st’s south facing (U.9) at a point 0.75m below its preserved top. Stratum 6 is underlain by a
0.04m-thick layer composed of soft-compacted, fine-textured, gray ash (S.7) that contains numerous
pebbles that are 0.01m or less on their longest dimension. Stratum 7, in turn, rides atop at least 0.11m
of a soft-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil (S.8) in which are found numerous pottery fragments,
especially within 0.9m of U.16 (S.8’s base was not found).
Towards the center of the architectural cluster, off Str. 202-114-Sub1’s east flank (U.27), S.13 is
blanketed by 0.05-0.13m of a soft-compacted, moderately fine-textured, red-brown clay (S.10) in which
are embedded many pebbles that are 0.02m or less in diameter. Approximately 0.35m of a hardcompacted, fine-textured, light brown soil (S.9) caps S.10. As the construction fill (U.45) that eventually
covers S.9 is made from an identical material, it is hard to say how much of S.9 was laid down now. The
figure provided here is an estimate based on how much of this earth would have to be in place to
support the TS.3 architecture that rises above and is set into this dirt. Stratum 9, within the 1x1.2m it
was exposed, contains two lenses composed of soft-compacted, fine-textured, light gray ash. These
intrusions are maximally 0.07m and 0.16m thick and were traced for 0.72-0.8m running west from the
east edge of this deep excavation. The lenses are superimposed, being separated by 0.04-0.1m.
Strata 3, 4, and 6 all rest at about the same stratigraphic level suggesting that their tops might
have formed a continuous ground surface that predated all substantial construction in this area and
which ran almost flat, ascending 0.06m over 14.26m from south-to-north. If S.2 is considered part of
this same depositional unit, then the rise would be 0.08m over the same distance but this time from

north-to-south. Stratum 9, in turn, closely resembles these layers, its top sitting 0.24m below the top of
S.2. If it, too, was part of the same depositional unit as S.2-6, then this would tentatively indicate that
the surface above which the different versions of Strs. 202-110, -114-Sub1, and -120 were built ascends
0.24m over 3.5m from northwest-to-southeast and about 0.08m across 12m from southwest-tonortheast (the inferred top of S.9 and that of S.3).
The evidence in hand, therefore, suggests that the original ground surface (represented by the
top of S.13) was largely covered by 0.26-0.48m of earth most of which consisted of a fine-textured, tan
earth. The artifacts and, in the case of S.9, the ash lenses found embedded in these soils suggests that
there was a fairly significant human presence in the area when this material was introduced. It is likely
that most of this dirt arrived in its final location through direct human action, probably as fill that was
used to level out the terrain in preparation for the construction activities that would span TS.3-7. From
our limited observations of these deep deposits, the terrain that resulted from these efforts was moreor-less flat, rising 0.24m over 3.5m from northwest-to-southeast and 0.08m across 12m from
southwest-to-northeast. In the process at least one early living surface (F.3) was covered. How
extensive these putative earth-moving activities were remains unclear. At the very least they
encompassed 14.26m north-south (underlying what would become Strs. 202-110 and 202-120) by 6m
east-west (beneath the future locations of Str. 202-114-Sub1’s east side and Str. 202-120).
Time Span 3
Structure 202-110-2nd: this building appears to have been a platform the perimeter of which is
defined on the north (U.1), east (U3), and west (U.2) by basal facings that rise 0.2m directly to the
summit. The area delimited by U.1-3 encompasses 2.2m north-south by 2.75m, the edifice being
oriented in this area approximately 103 degrees. The summit is surfaced with stones (U.59) and may
well have been left open. The building’s southern terminus was not located as it is apparently covered
by the construction of Str. 202-110-1st. It is possible that the latter edifice’s south wall (U.9) marked the
south margin of Str. 202-110-2nd. The main reason for considering this possibility is that U.9 is unusually
deep for walls associated with Str. 202-110-1st, reaching a basal depth equivalent to that achieved by
U.1-3 on the north. If U.9, or a portion of it, did define Str. 202-110-2nd’s south flank then the building
would have measured 5.83m north-south. This interpretation remains tentative though it was observed
that U.3 does seem to have continued south, forming the east flank of Str. 202-110-1st (designated U.8)
and eventually cornering with U.9 to form the latter’s southeast corner.
Structure 202-114-Sub1-2nd: This edifice is represented by two substantial walls (U.34 and 36)
that stand to preserved heights of 0.78m and 0.79m tall, are 0.47m and 0.53m wide, and meet to form
what looks to have been the northeast corner of the edifice. Unit 34, the building’s east wall measures
4.3m long and is aligned ca. 11 degrees. Unit 36 forms a right angle with U.34 at the latter’s north end,
projecting 2.6m to the west. There is some evidence that U.36 cornered with a wall (U.60) that ran
0.6m to the south before stepping back (east) 0.35m, subsequently resuming its southward course for at
least 0.3m (at which point it disappears beneath TS.5 architecture (U.33). If, and it is a big ‘if,’ U.60
continued straight south from this point onward, and if it cornered with a wall running east to join U.34
on the east, then Str. 202-114-Sub1-2nd would have covered 2.35m east-west by 4.35m. Given the
relatively great heights of U.34 and 36, the building was most likely a platform.

Structure 202-120-2nd: This construction is represented in our investigations by three walls (U.46) that are 0.25-0.5m tall by 0.2-0.4m wide and project 0.1-0.5m west from beneath Str. 202-120-1st’s
west flank (U.18). The west edges of these constructions form a continuous line, running for 2.5m in all,
that is oriented ca. 354 degrees. Units 4-6 sit at the same depths and might have been part of one
building though what the form of that edifice was, and how these three elements might have been
integrated within it, are unclear.
The architecture raised now is built primarily of cobbles with a few angular pieces of tuff mixed
in with them. The visible portions of U.34 and 36 have a few shaped tuff blocks included in them. All of
the rocks are set in a mud mortar and have their flatter aspects directed outwards.
These buildings are set at comparable depths that are notably lower than are those pertaining
to constructions dating to TS.5. Based on the available data, it appears that Strs. 201-110-2nd, 202-114Sub1-2nd, and 202-120-2nd were organized around a patio that they enclosed on all sides save the east.
The edifices may been platforms that varied in height from 0.2-0.79m and are spaced 0.6m (Strs. 202120-2nd and 202-114-Sub1-2nd) to 3.5-7m apart (the second measure refer to the distances between Str.
202-120-2nd and 202-110-2nd depending on whether the latter’s U.9 defined the south side of that
building or if that boundary lay further to the north).
Time Span 4
Most of the activities conducted now in the investigated areas involved the deposition of fill
units that were presumably intended to bury some TS.3 architecture (U.4-6) and raise the surface on
which the buildings pertaining to TS.5 would be built. In the center of the cluster (between Strs. 202114-Sub1 and 202-120-1st), U.4-6 were largely blanketed by the introduction of about 0.45m of a soil
(U.45) that closely resembles S.9 (described under TS.2). Unit 45 contains numerous artifacts, primarily
pottery sherds, along with distinct lenses of ash ranging in color from black to gray. These ash intrusions
are 0.03m thick, measure 0.6m long, and are separated vertically from each other by 0.08m. A 0.1mthick lens composed of a soft-compacted, coarse-textured, brown sand was recorded 0.03m above the
uppermost ash lens and 0.07m below the top of U.45. This intrusion extends 1m west of the east
excavation limit and is composed almost exclusively of rounded pebbles no more than 0.01m in
diameter.
Units 48-50 were recorded underlying and immediately north of Str. 202-120-1st. Unit 49 is at
least 0.55m thick and consists of a soft-compacted, fine-textured, tan, ashy soil (its base was not found).
This deposit is 0.75m north of the northernmost exposed extents of S.2, 4, and 5, north and below the
level of U.19, Str. 202-120-1st’s south wall. Capping U.49 by 0.12-0.19m is a moderately hardcompacted, fine-textured, tan soil (U.48). Unit 48 directly underlies TS.5 architecture pertaining to Str.
202-120-1st. That S.2, 4, and 5 do not continue in this area is intriguing, suggesting that they might have
been removed in the course of activities conducted during TS.3. It is as though at least some portion of
the area intervening between S.2, 4, and 5 on the south and S.6 on the north constituted a pit that was
filled in by U.48 and 49 to create a more-or-less level surface prior to the erection of Str. 202-120-1st.
Unit 50, a moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil, caps S.6 by 0.12m, thereby
bringing the level of ground surface here up to the point where it could support the raising of Str. 202-

120-1st’s north wall (U.16). This fill unit contains numerous small (no more than 0.01m long) white flecks
together with many pottery sherds and diminutive pebbles.
A moderately hard-compacted, fine-textured, light tan soil (S.11) was found underlying Str. 202114-Sub1’s south facing (U.30) by 0.15m. It may well be a westward continuation of U.45 which was
most clearly seen in the deep probe dug 3m to the east. What distinguished S.11 was evidence of
burning within it, that material like deriving from F.6. The latter is a 0.03m-thick flat surface that
resulted from intense heating. Feature 6 is embedded in S.11 and lies 0.14m below the base of U.30. It
was exposed over an east-west extent of 0.4m in a limited probe dug to encounter U.30’s base, F.6
continuing beyond excavation limits in all directions. If S.11 was part of U.45, it suggests that the
introduction of that fill might have been interrupted at various points, activities, such as those resulting
in F.6, occurring atop the gradually accumulating fill unit during these hiatuses.
A 0.06m-thick deposit of hard-compacted, coarse-textured, brown soil (S.12) caps S.2 and
directly underlies the eastern portion of U.19, Str. 202-120-1st’s southern wall. This earth was not
identified further west near U.19’s center and may be a localized addition that was intended to level out
the area on which Str. 202-120-1st was raised. If this was the case, then S.12, like S.11, were likely fill
units, their introduction due more to human calculation than to natural accumulation.
Human activities during TS.4 seem to have been devoted largely to raising and leveling out the
terrain over which constructions raised during the subsequent time span would be built. That this
introduction of earthen fill was not universal across the studied area is indicated by the absence of any
such fill units in the vicinity of U.1-3. While Str. 202-120-2nd’s U.4-6 were covered now, Str. 202-1102nd’s architectural elements were seemingly still exposed.
Time Span 5
During this interval Strs. 202-110-1st, 202-114-Sub1, and 202-120-1st were erected. Each will be
described separately below.
Structure 202-110-1st: Structure 202-110-1st is a platform that is bordered by stone facings (U.710) that rise 0.53-0.7m to the summit. The fill (U.52) retained by U.7-10 consists of a dense packing of
small to medium-size cobbles that are set in a moderately soft-compacted, fine-textured, light brown
soil. The building’s north basal wall (U.7) is set atop the U.59 floor that caps Str. 202-110-2nd’s summit.
The latter’s north basal wall (U.1) along with 2.2m of its west and east facings (U.2 and 3) were likely still
visible at this time. As such, the earlier construction served as a 0.2m-high stone-faced and –surfaced
terrace that projects 2.2m north of U.7 and measures 2.75m east-west. This outset intersects U.7 at a
point 0.85m east from the building’s northwest corner that is formed by the interaction of U.7 with
U.10, the west basal wall. Built against U.7 over this 0.85m-wide span is a 0.22m-high construction
(U.13) that measures 0.45m wide north-south. Unit 13’s top is 0.35m below that of U.7 and at about the
same level as the summit of the U.1-3 outset. It may be that U.13 was built to continue the level of that
terrace to the west, serving as a step up to the platform’s summit. A 0.18m-tall construction (U.15) was
appended to U.10’s west face during this span. Unit 15 extends 0.4m west of U.10, running 2.1m north
from the platform’s southwest corner before turning east to join the west basal wall. Unit 10 still
projected about 0.35m above that of U.15. This addition might have served as a bench that was

sheltered under the eaves of the superstructure. A 0.15m-high by 0.5m-wide wall (U.14) was built
against the building’s west basal facing (U.10) with which it makes a right angle. Unit 14 is 0.45m north
of U.15 and was traced for 0.75m to the west when excavations ceased. This construction was likely a
foundation for a perishable upper wall, possibly used to at least partially enclose the U.15 bench.
Excavations were not carried far enough westward to determine if there was a cross wall that enclosed
the bench on this side.
That superstructure has an earth surface and covers 2.5m north-south by 2.8m. It contains two
walls (U.11 and 12). Unit 11 is 0.4m south of U.7, the south side of which defines the enclosure’s north
side, stands 0.15m high, measures 0.5m across, and projects 1.75m west from the compartment’s east
wall. Unit 12 is 0.15m south of U.11, rises to 0.3m tall, encompasses 0.4m across, and extends 1.05m
east from the room’s west wall. The ends of U.11 and 12 line up with each other but, as noted, they are
offset by 0.15m. Passage by a person through that 0.15m-wide gap would have been impossible and the
architectural significance of U.11 and 12 is unclear. .
Overall, Str. 202-110-1st was a stone-faced, stone-and-earth-filled platform that stood 0.53-0.7m
high, encompassed 3.6m east-west (not including U.15) by 5.83m, and was aligned roughly 103 degrees.
The builders took advantage of the still-visible portions of Str. 202-110-2nd on the north (U.1-3) using
them as a 0.2m-high, stone-surfaced terrace that now projected 2.2m north of the newly constructed
core platform and measured 2.75m east-west. Structure 202-110-1st’s east basal wall was built so at to
line up with U.3 on the east whereas the north facing (U.7) continued for 0.85m west of U.2, Str. 202110-2nd’s west basal wall. This 0.85m stretch was filled with a 0.22m-tall by 0.45m wide (north-south)
extension of the northern terrace that was set against the core platform’s north facing. A 0.18m-high by
0.4m-wide stone-faced bench was built along the core platform’s west flank. This construction extends
for 2.1m north from Str. 202-110-1st’s southwest corner and may have been at least partially enclosed
by walls set atop ground surface on the north and, possibly, west. The structure’s earthen-floored
summit encompasses 6.7m2 and contains two walls that are 0.15-0.3m tall by 0.4-0.5m wide and extend
1.75m west and 1.05m east from the east and west room walls. While the ends of the walls line up they
are offset by 0.15m, the western construction lying this distance south of its eastern analogue. The
architectural and behavioral significance of these entities is uncertain. The architecture raised now was
built mostly of cobbles among which are found some angular pieces of tuff. A few pieces of masonry
were incorporated into U.9, the core platform’s south basal wall. The rocks are set in a mud mortar,
their flatter aspects consistently directed outwards.
Structure 202-114-Sub1: This building is 1.55m southwest of Str. 202-110-1st and 1.1m west of
Str. 202-120-1st. Structure 202-114-Sub1’s core consists of a stone-faced quadrilateral construction
bordered by the still-visible portion of U.34 on the east and newly added U.32, 33, and 35 on the west,
north, and south. Altogether, these basal facings rise 0.35m to a featureless earthen-floored summit
that encompasses 1.35m east-west by 2.2m. The platform itself covers 2.7m east-west by 3.4m and is
aligned approximately 10 degrees. Surrounding this construction on all sides save the east are risers
(U.27-31, 34, and 36) that stand 0.2-0.3m above the surrounding terrain. These walls form the
perimeter of an extensive earthen-floored space that extends 1.55m west, 0.9m south, and 1m north of
the core platform. In creating the northern terrace, the builders repurposed the tops of U.34, 36, and
60. The visible upper portions of these walls formed the east, north, and west sides of the raised space
that fronts the platform on the north. It projects 1m north of the core and measures 2.6m east-west.

On the south, U.27 was added to continue U.34’s east face 1.3m to the so where it joins with U.31 to
form the southeast corner of Str. 202-114-Sub1. Units 31 and 30 form the south side of the terrace that
borders the core platform on the south. The former runs for approximately 2.9m east from the Str. 202114-Sub1’s southwest corner before stepping out (south) for 0.2m, retaining that expanded width for
the remaining 1.85m intervening between this point and the building’s southeast corner (the step-out is
labeled U.31). As this section of Str. 202-114-Sub1 is overlapped by Str. 202-114-1st’s north basal wall
(U.38) we cannot be certain of exactly how U.31 relates to U.30 and U.27. On the north, U.28 intersects
U.60 at the point where the latter has turned to run south after stepping back to the east (see TS.3 for
an account of U.60’s tortuous southern passage). Unit 28 then continues west to join U.29, the west
terrace facing, to form the edifice’s northwest corner. The later walls sit 0.15-0.58m above the bases of
U,34, 36, and 60, indicating that the TS.5 constructions were built after their TS.3 counterparts.
Late in TS.5 a 0.22m-high by 0.25m-wide wall (U.58) joins U.60 at a point 0.1m south of the
latter’s northwest corner. Unit 58 forms a right angle with U.60, extending 1.4m to the west at which
point it stops. Fully 0.3m separates U.58 from U.28 to the south. The former construction may have
been the south foundation for a surface-level building that was raised immediately north of Str. 202114-Sub1 after that building was well established.
By the end of TS.5, Str. 202-114-Sub1 consisted of a core platform that was fronted on the
north, west, and south by risers that stand 0.2m tall and delimit variably extensive earthen-floored
surfaces the extend 1m north, 1.55m west, and 0.9m south of the core. The core platform itself stands
0.35m above these bordering elevated spaces, covers 2.7x3.4m, and supports a featureless earthenfloored summit that encompasses 3m2. Overall, the core together with its surrounding elevated spaces
measures 4.3m north-south (including the northern terrace) by 4.75m and is oriented ca. 10 degrees.
The elevated earthen surfaces bordering the core measure 2.6m2, 2.2m2, and 6.8m2 on the north,
south, and west, respectively. In fashioning the edifice its creators used the surviving tops of TS.3
architecture (U.34, 36, and 60) to form the core platform’s east basal wall along with the risers that
delimit the raised area north of the edifice on the east, north, and west. All architecture fashioned
during TS. 5 was made primarily of cobbles among which were mixed some shaped blocks made of tuff.
All of the rocks are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being directed outwards.
Structure 202-114-Sub1’s core platform is small enough that it might be seen as a substantial
bench. In this it resembles Str. 202-46-1st which is also characterized by a small central platform
bordered by low, elevated spaces (called ‘terraces’ in that instance).
Structure 202-120-1st: Structure 202-120-1st occupies the south side of the plaza that is defined
by Str. 202-114-Sub1 on the west and Str. 202-110-1st on the north. The floors of the building’s interior
rooms are 0.2-0.25m above the inferred level of ancient ground surface, the walls defining the
structure’s perimeter (U.16-21) rising 0.34-0.6m above the surrounding terrain and measuring 0.380.69m wide. A 0.5m-wide door located within the southern perimeter wall (U.19), 1m east of the
edifice’s southwest corner, apparently provided direct access to the building’s interior by stepping up
and through a 0.2m-high threshold from ground level. Structure 202-120-1st’s general footprint
resembles a ‘T’. The stem projects 2.5m north from the ‘crossbar’ and measures 3.2m across. This
portion of the edifice is bordered by U.18 and 17 on the west and east, basal walls that are 0.57-0.6m

tall (U.18 directly overlies U.4-6 from TS.3). The southern ‘crossbar’ encompasses 1.8m north-south by
4.1m and is bounded on the west and east by relatively extensive elevated spaces (U.21 and 20) that are
0.5m high. Unit 20 on the east encompasses1 1.4m north-south by 1.47m, extending 0.6m east of U.17.
Unit 21 on the west covers 0.97m east-west by 1.84m, projecting 0.3m west of U.18. These raised
spaces were apparently left open and rise about 0.4m above an earthen-floored enclosure (Room 1)
that covers 1.2m north-south by 1.55m. Bordering this space on the west is a 0.22m-high by 0.25mwide stone-faced shelf (U.22) that runs for the full 1m north-south extent of the compartment. The
northern ‘stem’ likely first enclosed of a room paved with stones (U.37) and measuring 1.35m northsouth by 2.2m. Subsequently, this space was subdivided into two compartments arranged in an eastwest line and divided by a 0.5m-high by 0.27m-wide wall (U.23). The eastern chamber, Room 2,
measures 1m east by 1.38m and is bordered on the south by a 0.4m-tall by 0.4m-wide wall (U.25).
Room 3 on the west covers 0.95m east-west by 1.48m and ends on the south at U.24, a 0.42m-high by
0.3m-wide wall. Units 24 and 25, though they delimit the south sides of two neighboring chambers, do
not comprise a continuous construction. They seem, instead, to be distinct entities, U.25 offset 0.1m
north of U.24. Bordering U.24 and 25 on the south is a 0.1m-high step-up (U.26) that extends from U.20
on the east for 1.75m westward, running behind (north) of U.21 and ending at the east (interior) face of
U.18. Unit 26 is 0.29-0.39m wide north-south and may have served as a low shelf associated with the
use of Room 1. It is not clear how movements among Rooms 1-3 was negotiated.
As TS.5 drew to a close, Str. 202-120-1st was a low (0.2-0.25m high) platform that was oriented
approximately 2 degrees. The building’s footprint takes the form of a ‘T.’ Its stem projects 2.5m north
from the ‘crossbar’ and measures 3.2m east-west. The southern ‘crossbar’ encompasses 1.8m northsouth by 4.1m, the edifice covering 15.4m2 all told. The walls defining the edifice’s perimeter are 0.340.6m high by 0.38-0.69m wide. A 0.5m-wide door set 1m east of the building’s southwest corner and
0.2m up in the southern wall provided access to Str. 202-120-1st’s interior. The edifice contains three
compartments, Room 1 in the southern segment and Room 2 and 3 set in an east-west line in the north.
Room 1 was entered through the aforementioned southern door, its earthen-floored interior covering
1.9m2. A 0.22m-high by 0.25m-wide stone-faced shelf runs the full north-south length (1m) of the
chamber’s west side while a 0.1m-tall, 0.29-0.39m-wide shelf extends for 1.55m along the enclosure’s
north flank. Room 1 is bordered on the east and west by spaces that are elevated 0.4m above that
chamber’s floor, their summits covering 2.1m2 (on the east) and 1.8m2 (on the west). Rooms 2 and 3
are surfaced with stone and separated by a 0.5m-high by 0.27m-wide wall. These chambers each
measure 1.4m2, lack built-in furniture, and are bordered on the south by walls standing 0.4-0.42m tall
by 0.3-0.4m-wide walls. These constructions separate Room 1 from the northern pair of chambers. No
obvious means of traveling among the compartments was noted. All of the architecture raised now was
fabricated using, for the most part, cobbles among which are mixed a very few angular pieces of tuff.
About one-third of the rocks comprising the southern wall’s (U.19’s) interior are faced blocks. All of the
stones are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed out or, in the case of the U.37 floor, up.
Time Span 6
It was during these years that most of the constructions raised to this point were purposefully
buried. The surviving portions of Str. 202-110-2nd (U.1-3) that had been repurposed as a terrace
fronting Str. 202-110-1st were covered by as much as 0.32m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, dark

brown soil (U.47). It may be that as much as 0.3m of Str. 202-110-1st’s northern facing (U.7) was still
visible but the southern facing (U.9) was probably completely obscured by the deposition of a hardcompacted, moderately fine-textured, light brown earth in which numerous small to medium-size
cobbles were embedded (U.46). Unit 46 is as much as 0.7m thick where it rides atop S.6 immediately
south of U.9, measuring 0.28m thick where its covers U.50 and all but the upper 0.35m of Str. 202-1201st’s north basal wall (U.16). The upper 0.08-0.11m of U.46 is distinguished by the dense concentration
of pottery sherds it contains. A maximally 0.12m-thick lens (F.5) composed of very large quantities of
ceramic fragments set in a dark brown soil overlies U.46 and extends 1.8m north of U.16. After F.5 was
laid down, roughly 0.26m of U.16 might still have been visible. Structure 202-120-1st’s south flank was
covered first by the deposition of 0.28-0.3m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown soil (U.43)
that contains a few artifacts and small to medium-size rocks. Burying U.43 by 0.1-0.15m is a hardcompacted, fine-textured, dark brown soil (F.4) in which many ceramic pieces are embedded. Perhaps
as much as 0.13m of the platform’s south flank (U.19) would still have projected above the top of F.4 as
TS.6 ended.
Between 0.12-0.18m of a soft-compacted, coarse-textured, brown sand (U.51) capped U.45 and
covered all but the very top of Str. 202-114-Sub1’s eastern basal wall (U.27). Blanketing U.51 is 0.10.14m of a moderately soft-compacted, moderately fine-textured, brown soil that contains a high
density of pottery sherds intermixed with some small to medium-size rocks (F.2). It is atop F.2 that Str.
202-114-1st’s north basal wall (U.38) was raised in TS.7. Further to the west along Str. 202-114-Sub1’s
south face (U.30) as much as 0.26m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown earth (U.44) was
laid down atop the former wall. It was above U.44 that Str. 202-114-1st’s west basal facing (U.39 would
be built just as its east facing (U.41) rose above the U.43 that covered Str. 202-120-1st’s south wall
(U.19).
These discontinuous exposures of fill and features suggest that most of Strs. 202-110-1st, 202114-Sub1, and 202-120-1st were largely obscured by human action in the course of TS.6. The tops of Str.
202-114-Sub1’s core platform (U.32-35) might have still stood 0.1-0.2m above the enveloping TS.6 fill.
Even so, it seems likely that all three of the edifices raised and occupied during TS.5 had been
decommissioned during TS.6. This process may not have happened all at once, but was probably
completed by the beginning of TS.7. It was during the latter span that Str. 202-114-1st was built.
Time Span 7
Structure 202-114-1st is the most recent of the ancient constructions identified in this building
cluster. It is a stone-faced platform the basal walls of which (U.38-41) rose 0.26-0.42m directly to the
summit. The fill (U.42) contained by these walls consists of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, light
brown soil (U.42). Embedded in U.42 are two lenses composed of soft-compacted, fine-textured, light
gray ash. These intrusions are, at maximum, 0.07m and 0.08m thick and were exposed for lengths of
0.6m and 0.63m. They are at about the same depths, roughly half way between Str. 202-114-Sub1’s
U.31 and Str. 202-114-1st’s U.55, and are 0.33m apart east-west. Low (0.2m tall) terraces measuring
0.28-0.32m across (U.52 and 53) front the platform on its west and south sides. Unit 52 joins the main
building’s west facing (U.39) at a point 1.1m south of the edifice’s northwest corner and runs south
where it joins U.53 at Str. 202-114-1st’s southwest corner. From there U.53 runs for the full length of the

platform’s south side. The west and south basal facings (U.39 and 40) likely were visible for about 0.1m
above U.52 and 53. A complete jar (F.7; Lot 202NH/004 and 005), that was nearly full of small, soft red
stones, was found sitting upright on ancient ground level against U.53 at a point 0.95m east of the
corner formed by the intersection of this terrace with U.52. The jar’s maximum diameter at the
shoulder is 0.33m and we surmise that its contents were, once crushed, one of the components used in
making the red paint used to decorate the ubiquitous high-necked jars the sherds of which are found in
great quantities at Site PVN 202.
Structure 202-114-1st’s interior is divided among three earthen-floored cubicles (Rooms 1-3)
that are bounded by the platform’s basal walls and stone foundations (U.54 and 55). The latter are 0.30.4m high by 0.24m (U.54) and 0.41m wide (U.55). The most substantial of these footings (U.55)
borders Room 1 on the south. That compartment encompasses 0.75m north-south by 2.6m, is surfaced
with stones (U.57), and is bordered on the south by Rooms 2 and 3 which are arranged in an east-west
line. The western chamber, Room 2, measures 0.85m north-south by 1.1m, its eastern neighbor, Room
3, covering 0.9m north-south by 1.2m. Built into the east wall of the latter enclosure is a 0.15m-tall
stone-faced shelf (U.56) that projects 0.4m west of the east room wall and runs for the full 0.9m that the
compartment measures north-south.
As TS.7 drew to a close, Str. 202-114-1st was a stone-faced, earth-filled platform that stood 0.260.42m high, covered 3.4m north-south by 3.9m, and was aligned roughly 100 degrees. It was bounded
on the west and south by terraces that are 0.2m high by 0.28-0.32m wide. The western example joins
the building at a point 1.1m south of the edifice’s northwest corner, cornering on the south with its
southern analogue which then runs for the entire length of Str. 202-114-1st’s south flank. The basal
walls backing these terraces likely were visible for at least 0.1m above the bordering terrace treads. A
whole jar containing soft, red stones was recovered resting on ground surface against the southern
terrace. These rocks were probably components, once ground, for the red pigment used in decorating
the high-neck jars the remains of which are found throughout the ancient settlement. Structure 202114-1st’s interior is subdivided among three cubicles by the construction of stone footings that are 0.30.4m high by 0.24-0.41m wide. Room 1 on the north encompasses 2m2 whereas Rooms 2 and 3 are
arranged in an east-west line south of the northern enclosure and measure 0.9m2 (Room 2 on the west)
and 1.1m2 (Room 3 on the east). Room 3 has a 0.15m-high stone-faced shelf built against its east wall.
This construction is 0.4m wide by 0.9m long. All architecture that was fashioned now was made
primarily of river worn stones among which are mixed a few angular fragments of tuff. The latter
materials comprise the vast majority of the rocks used to face Room 3’s shelf while faced blocks were
recorded within the southern terrace (U.53, about half of the stones comprising that riser) and the
foundation dividing Rooms 2 and 3 (approximately 15% of the rocks found in that wall). All of the stones
are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being directed outwards.
Time Span 8
After the investigated portions of this architectural cluster were abandoned Str. 202-114-1st was
largely covered by the deposition of 0.14-0.28m of a moderately hard-compacted, moderately finetextured, dark brown soil (S.14). A dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed to thicknesses of 0.1-0.2m
atop S.2 and over the other still-exposed portions of Strs. 202-110-1st, 202-114-Sub1, and 202-120-1st.

Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately dense concentration of rocks (F.1) that had been dislodged from
earlier architecture.
Structure 202-116
Structure 202-116 is in the southwest quadrant of Site PVN 202, maximally 2.15m northwest of
Str. 202-12, 0.8m north of Str. 202-11, and 32m southwest of Str. 202-2, the sizable platform that closes
off the south side of the principal plaza. The land over which Str. 202-116-1st was raised ascends 0.2m
across 3m from southwest-to-northeast and an estimated 0.4m over 4m from northwest-to-southeast.
Digging here within Subop. 202NU, NV, and NW cleared about 17m2, uncovering roughly three-quarters
of the building. Excavations reached a maximum depth of 0.63m below modern ground surface outside
of architecture; construction fill was not investigated. One building phase was identified in the course of
this work which was directed by E. Brady from April 14-21, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

Str. 202-116-1st

U.1-12

-

-

2

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The core of Str. 202-116-1st consists of a platform that is bounded on all sides by vertical facings
(U.1-4) that rise directly 0.43-0.6m to the earthen-floored summit. Overall, this platform covers 2.4m
northwest-southeast by 2.95m and is aligned ca. 18 degrees. A 0.4m tall stone block (U.7) projects
0.45m northeast from the core’s east corner. Unit 7 measures 0.6m northwest-southeast and is
bordered by a stone floor (U.6) on the northwest. Unit 6 extends 0.8m northeast of its abutment with
the core platform’s northeast facing (U.2) and 1m northwest from U.7. A 0.2m-tall step (U.5) runs the
full length of the core platform’s southeast facing (U.4), projecting 0.25m southeast of U.4. Unit 4
projects 0.15m above U.5’s tread. Unit 5 steps in (northwest) 0.2m for a northeast-southwest distance
of 0.9m near the center of the core’s southeast side.
The superstructure raised atop the core platform consists of one enclosure (Room 1) that covers
1.9x2.2m (4.2m2) and contains no built-in furniture. Room 2, which lies directly southeast of this core,
is fronted on the northeast and southwest by terrace risers (U.10 and 11) that are 0.1m high by 0.5-0.6m
wide. Unit 11 on the southwest was traced for 1.15m southeast from its junction with U.5 at the latter’s
south corner. Unit 10, in turn, was followed for 2.35m southeast from its junction with the U.6 floor’s
east corner. The southeast termini of both risers were not found. Raised atop this slightly elevated
space is Room 2, bordered by U.4 and the U.5 step on the northwest and 0.1m-tall, 0.4-0.5m-wide stone
foundations (U.8 and 9) on the northeast and southwest. Unit 8 defines Room 2’s southwest flank and
was traced for 1.2m to the southeast before excavations ceased. Unit 9, on the enclosure’s northeast

side, proceeds 0.75m from the east corner of U.7 before terminating. It may well be that U.9 forms the
northwest side of a door into the enclosure the southeast margin of which we did not locate. Two faced
stone blocks (U.12) were located 0.3-0.5m southeast of U.5, set into Room 2’s earthen floor. These
pieces of masonry directly adjoin each other and form a construction measuring 0.25m northwestsoutheast by 0.7m, oriented very approximately 28 degrees. Comparable blocks were used to mark
entry features at Site PVN 202 and other sites in the neighboring Naco and lower Cacaulapa valleys and
most likely served the same purpose here. In general, Room 2 measures 2m northeast-southwest by at
least 1.2m and, aside from the aforementioned masonry blocks, contained no built-in furniture.
By the end of TS.1, Str. 202-116-1st consisted of a stone-faced core platform that stood 0.430.63m tall, covered 2.4x2.95m, and was oriented roughly 18 degrees. A 0.1m-tall extension of the
platform measuring 3.75m northeast-southwest extends at least 1.45m southeast of the core and
supports a compartment (Room 2) that is bordered by the core on the northwest and stone footings
that are 0.1m tall by 0.4-0.5m wide on the northeast and southwest (Room 2’s southeast margin was
not found). Room 2 measures 2m northeast-southwest by at least 1.2m and was likely entered through
a door in its northeast wall. Two adjoining masonry blocks were set in the enclosure’s earthen floor 0.30.5m southeast of a 0.2m-tall stone-step that runs along the core platform’s entire southeast side. That
riser likely provided passage to Room 1 atop the platform. Room 1’s earthen-floored compartment
measures 4.2m2 and lacks built-in furniture. A stone floor measuring 0.8m2 borders the core platform
on the northeast and is defined on the southeast by a stone block that stands 0.4m tall, measures 0.6m
northwest-southeast, and projects 0.8m northeast from the core platform’s east corner. It appears,
therefore, that Room 1 was reached by passing up and over the 0.1m-tall terrace bordering Room 2 on
the northeast, through the portal on that side of the enclosure, across Room 2, over the southeastern
step and then on into Room 1, the summit enclosure. All architecture raised now was made primarily of
cobbles intermixed with some angular pieces of white tuff. The stones are set in a mud mortar, their
flatter aspects directed outwards.
Structures 202-116-1st and 202-11-1st are roughly contemporary. Structure202-12-1st to the
southeast, however, was likely a silent, rocky eminence when the former two edifices were occupied.
The activities associated with the F.4 pit (Str. 202-12-1st, TS.5), however, may well have been occurring
while the first two buildings were in use.
Time Span 2
After Str. 202-116-1st was abandoned, 0.24m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, brown soil
(S.2) containing a smattering of white flecks was laid down. A moderately soft-compacted, moderately
coarse-textured, dark brown humus horizon (S.1) formed to a thickness of 0.12-0.22m atop S.2. A dense
concentration of rocks (F.1) was embedded in S.1 and 2 off Str. 202-116-1st’s flanks. The stones
comprising F.1 are so concentrated and flat-laid that they may have been introduced purposefully. If
this was the case, F.1 would be a fill unit employed either as part of an unfinished effort to expand the
edifice or to terminate it.
Structure 202-119

Structure 202-119 is on the southern margin of Site PVN 202, 6.5m east of Str. 202-15, 0.9m
northwest of Str. 202-43, and 44.5m southwest of Str. 202-2, the large platform that closes off the south
side of the principal plaza. The ground here rises 0.2m over 4.2m from west-to-east and is relatively flat
across 4.2m north-south. Digging within Subop. 202DB, DS, EB, EG, and EM uncovered 36m2, exposing
the entirety of Str. 202-119-1st in the process. Excavations reached a maximum depth of 1.23m below
modern ground surface outside architecture; construction fill was not probed. One major building effort
was identified in the course of this work which was directed by M. Hostenske from February 2-March
23, 2004.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.8

-

2

Str. 202-119-Sub1

U.1

S.3-7

F.2

3

Str. 202-119-1st

U.2-11

-

-

4

Str. 202-119-1st

U.12-14

-

-

5

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest activity attested to in the vicinity of Str. 202-119 is the deposition of at least 0.22m
of a coarse-textured, red-brown clay with angular sand inclusions that lacked cultural materials (S.8; its
base was not encountered). Stratum 8 was identified in two probes, one each dug off Str. 202-119-1st’s
east and west sides. Based on these exposures that are 4.5m apart, it appears that S.8 retained a
relatively level upper surface across this distance. It was noted, hover, that S.8’s upper surface on the
east rises 0.06m over 0.44m from east-to-west before dropping 0.12m over the remaining 0.46m it was
revealed here. Stratum 8 closely resembles the culturally sterile soil that underlies known evidence of
human occupation across Site PVN 202.
Time Span 2
Stratum 8 on the east was blanketed by 0.18-0.26m of a gray-brown ash that contains rounded
pieces of gravel (S.7). Like its predecessor, S.7 defines a gently undulating surface, ascending 0.07m for
0.49m before dropping 0.18 over 0.41m. Stratum 7 overlies S.8 on the west by 0.1-0.12m where both
soil levels sustain level upper surfaces. A very fine-textured, reddish-brown soil (S.5) covers S.7 on the
east by 0.08-0.18m. Here it ascends 0.07m across 0.52m, then dropping 0.06m over 0.38m. On the
west, S.5 is replaced S.6, a hard-compacted, fine-textured, powdery gray ash in which gravel is
embedded. Stratum 6 is 0.28-0.34m thick. A dense concentration of pottery sherds (F.2) was found

within S.6. Feature 2 is 0.21m thick and projects 0.6m east of the probe’s west margin, riding the top of
the S.6/7 interface. Also embedded in S.6 is the sole remnant of Str. 202-119-Sub1 that we encountered
(U.1). Unit 1 is a 0.1m-tall, minimally 0.18m-wide wall fashioned of cobbles that was traced for 0.5m
over which distance it is oriented very approximately 7 degrees (its east edge was not definitively
identified). Though there is precious little evidence on which to hang an interpretation, we tentatively
suggest that the modest height of this wall implies that it was a foundation that defined one side of a
surface-level building. Unit 1, like F.2 0.6m to the west, sits on the S.6/7 interface and is covered by
0.16m of S.6.
Strata 5 and 6 are buried by a very hard-compacted, coarse-textured, gray-brown clay (S.4).
Stratum 4 on the east is 0.08m thick and, like its antecedents, rises very gradually (in this case 0.1m over
0.48m) from east-to-west. However, unlike S.5-8, S.4 retains a level upper surface for the remaining
distance (0.42m) it was revealed heading west. Stratum 4 on the west is 0.22-0.3m thick, its upper level
sitting 0.3m higher than that of its eastern counterpart. That difference may have been compensated
for on the east by the laying down of 0.2-0.32m of a hard-compacted, fine-textured, ashy gray-brown
clay (S.3). Stratum 3’s top undulates gradually over the 1.92m it was traced east-west, dropping a total
of 0.09m from east-to-west over that distance. The top of S.3 is 0.1m lower than the uppermost portion
of S.4 on the west. If S.3 and 4 defined a continuous surface throughout the intervening 4.17m where
they were not exposed, then it appears that the ground level they constituted rose 0.1m over that
distance from east-to-west.
While it cannot be established definitively, we suggest that S.3-7 were introduced purposefully
as fill to cover S.8, thereby rising ground surface in this area. That much of this earth consists of, or is
infused with, ash supports this interpretation insofar as that ash was the result of human activity. If this
interpretation is reasonable, then F.2 can be seen as a localized concentration of pottery fragments that
might have constituted a segment of the fill. That the putative unloading of fill was not continuous is
suggested by the construction of Str. 202-119-Sub1 at some point in the sequence.
Time Span 3
Structure 202-119-1st was, during this episode, a platform that was bounded by stone basal
facings (U.2-5) that rise directly 0.25-0.38m to the summit. The latter is paved with stones (U.10) and
contains one bench in its northwest corner. This bench measures 1.1x1.7m and is bounded by
foundations (U.6-9) that are 0.3m tall and 0.35-0.48m wide. Overall, this complex encompasses
1.9x2.5m. Abutting the construction’s southeast corner is a small cubicle (U.11) bordered by walls that
are 0.15m high by 0.2m wide. Unit 11 was raised atop the U.10 floor and covers 0.65m east-west by
0.85m, its interior encompassing 0.25x0.45m. Though in the field U.11 looked like a diminutive cubicle
we cannot preclude the possibility that it was filled with earth.
By the conclusion of TS.2, Str. 202-119-1st was a stone-faced platform that stood 0.25-0.38m
tall, covered 3.4m east-west by 4m, and was aligned ca. 5 degrees. The stone-paved summit supports a
0.3m-tall stone-faced bench in its northwest corner. This construction measures 1.9m east-west by
2.5m. A cubicle (U.11) that overall covers 0.65x0.85m is built against the bench’s southeast corner. The
space defined by the 0.15m-high walls that delimit it encompasses 0.1m2. As this is tiny even by the

standards of small cubicles within the research area, it may be that U.11 was a solid construction, its
boundary walls containing an earth fill. Said block would then cover 0.65x0.85m. All constructions
raised now were made primarily of cobbles among which are mixed a few angular rocks. All of the
stones are set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects being directed outwards.
Time Span 4
During this interlude, Str. 202-119-1st was expanded on the east and north, retaining its earlier
orientation and organization of the summit. On the east U.3, the basal facing during TS.3, was covered
by fill backing U.12, a 0.3m-high wall that pushed the borders of the platform 0.72m eastward. Almost
certainly, this construction would have required that additions be made to the southern and northern
facings (U.2 and 4) to accommodate the eastern expansion. There was no clear evidence of such
modifications in either of these basal walls. The northern addition consisted of the building a ca. 0.25mtall construction (U.13) that projects 0.5m north of U.4, intersecting the platform at its northwest corner
and running 2.9m to the east. Unit 13 joins U.4 at a point 0.9m west of the platform’s northeast corner.
The final addition consists of setting a step (U.14) against the south face of U.2 at the platform’s
southeast corner. Unit 14 measures 0.2x0.5m and is joined on the south by U.25 from neighboring Str.
202-43-1st. While U.14 might have facilitated accessing Str. 202-119-1st’s summit from the south, the
basal facings on all sides of the platform are sufficiently low that they likely posed no significant
obstacles to accessing the superstructure.
By the end of TS.4, Str. 202-119-1st looked much as it did at the close of TS.3. The major changes
are that it now measured 4.12m east-west by 4.5m, the provision of a step at the edifice’s southeast
corner making it somewhat easier to reach the summit. The latter area was unchanged from the
previous interval. All of the architecture raised now was made primarily of river-worn stones that are
set in a mud mortar. Their flatter aspects generally tend to be directed outwards.
Time Span 5
Following Str. 202-119-1st’s abandonment, 0.06-0.17m of a dark gray-to-black clay (S.2) was laid
down atop S.3 and 4 on the east and west. Stratum 1, a dark gray-to-black humus horizon, formed to
thicknesses of 0.12-0.22m atop S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light concentration of rocks
(F.1) that probably tumbled from final-phase architecture.
Structure 202-122
Structure 202-122 was originally mapped as a projection extending 3.5m south of Str. 202-6’s
southeast corner. During the course of excavations conducted on and around the latter building it
became clear that the projection was a distinct edifice. We decided in the field to designate this
building Str. 202-122 and so to describe it separately here. That edifice is 5.5m northwest of Str. 202-7,
3.5m north of Str. 202-9, and 49mm west-southwest of Str. 202-2, the monumental platform that
borders the principal plaza on the south. Excavations here within Subop. 202LI uncovered 16m2 in the
course of which a little more than half the building was cleared. Digging reached maximum depths of
0.62m and 0.72m beyond and within construction, respectively, that work revealing two major building

phases. The investigations were initiated by C. Brown in February, 2008 and completed by J. Dillon
during April of that year.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

Str. 202-122-2nd

U.1-4, 14-15

-

F.2, 3

2

Str. 202-122-1st

U.5-13, 16-17

-

-

3

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Dates

Time Span 1
The earliest event recorded in Str. 202-122’s environs involved the creation of Str. 202-122-2nd.
This surface-level edifice consists of U.1-4, walls that are 0.3m tall by 0.26-0.55m wide. Together they
delimit an area that encompasses 1.42m north-south by 1.7m. The space so enclosed was likely open to
the east. A niche measuring 0.5m across north-south by 0.3m deep occupies the northwest interior
corner of this cubicle (it consists of an indent in the west footing’s [U.2’s] east face). Unit 2 projects
0.3m north beyond the building’s northwest corner at which point the wall measures 0.3m across eastwest. Unit 3, the southern foundation, extends 1.4m east-southeast from its junction with U.2 to form
the construction’s southwest corner. Unit 4 is a continuation of U.3 to the southeast. It runs for at least
1.75m from its junction with U.3 at an orientation of ca. 110 degrees (U.4’s southeast end was not
found). The remainder of Str. 202-122-2nd is aligned approximately 340 degrees (U.2 on the west), 95
degrees (U.3, south), and 73 degrees (U.1 on the north). The divergence of U.4 from that of the other
walls would have created an aperture on the east that measured roughly 2.6m north-south.
The interior space bordered by U.1-3 consists of at least two superimposed burnt earth floors
(F.2 and 3). The lowest in the sequence (F.2) was uncovered in the base of excavations and fills the
2.4m2 of Str. 202-122-2nd’s interior; it was observed lipping up to U.1 on the north and continuing below
TS.2 construction (U.5) on the east. Feature 2 is covered by 0.08m of a soft-compacted, fine-textured,
gray ash that contains a few pebbles that are 0.02m or less on their longest dimensions (U.14). Capping
U.14 is a 0.03m-thick layer (U.15) of hard-compacted, fine-textured, light brown soil in which are
embedded a few pebbles that are 0.01m or less along their greatest dimension. Feature 3, a 0.02mthick burnt earth floor, tops U.15 and likely also filled Str. 202-122-2nd’s interior (this floor was not as
well preserved as its predecessor).
By the end of TS.1, Str. 202-122-1st was a surface-level construction that was bordered on all
sides save the east by stone walls that are 0.3m high by 0.26-0.55m wide; its eastern flank was likely left
open and measures 2.6m north-south. A niche encompassing 0.5m north-south by 0.3m deep east-west
occupies the constructions northwest interior corner. The 2.4m2 of interior space encompassed by
these footings was covered by two sequential burnt earth floors separated by 0.11m of ash and soil.

The construction covers 2.3m on a side (its east flank is covered by TS.2 architecture and so is not
certainly defined) and is variably oriented (those data are provided above). All architecture raised now
was made primarily of tuff that was at least lightly modified to create, minimally, one flat face per rock.
A few cobbles were incorporated within U.3 and 4. All of the stones are set in a mud mortar and
oriented so that their flatter aspects face outwards. Structure 202-122-2nd was roughly contemporary
with Str. 202-6-1st early in the latter’s TS.2. the base of the former’s north foundation (U.1) is about
0.36m above that of Str. 202-6-1st’s U.4. this discrepancy may well be due to the setting of U.4’s into the
underlying soil to enhance the wall’s stability.
Time Span 2
At the start of this interval the area defined by U.1-3 was filled with 0.24m of a moderately hardcompacted, fine-textured, light brown soil (U.13) that contains many artifacts and small to medium-size
rocks. Unit 12, a hard-compacted, fine-textured, tan clay that contains a few mostly white pebbles that
are 0.01m or less on their longest dimension, continues the level of U.13 north of and over U.1, Str. 202122-1st’s north footing. This fill contains moderately large numbers of artifacts and closely resembles S.4
in the Str. 202-6-1st sequence. There are no signs of burning atop U.12 and 13.
A, maximally, 0.36m-high wall (U.5) was set atop U.13 now spans the 2.6m-wide (north-south)
width of Str. 202-122-2nd’s east side. Unit 5 terminates in cross-walls on the north (U.16) and south
(U.17) that were followed for 0.6m and 1.1m to the east before digging ceased. It appears that U.5, 16,
and 17 define the borders of a 0.36m-high platform that is aligned roughly 353 degrees. The summit of
Str. 202-122-1st is surfaced with stones (U.10), that floor terminating on the east in U.7. Unlike U.4, 16,
and 17, U.7 does not seem to have been a basal facing but is 0.15m tall and rests directly on a fill (U.11)
composed of a small to medium-size stones set in a moderately hard-compacted, moderately finetextured, dark brown soil. Unit 11 continues 0.73m east of U.7 where it encounters U.8. The latter wall
runs parallel to U.7 and was revealed to a height of 0.24m, all but 0.12m of which was covered by U.11.
Unit 8 is at least 0.36m wide east-west and may have been Str. 202-122-1st’s east basal wall.
Unfortunately, we did not have the time to clear the construction’s east face and determine its full
height and relations, if any, to U.16 and 17. It does not appear that the U.10 floor spans the 0.73m
between U.7 and 8. The situation on the west is less clear. It may be that U.10 continued the 1.8m east
from U.5, terminating in the latter direction at U.2, Str. 202-122-2nd’s western footing. It is not at all
certain, however, that U.2 and other elements of TS.1 architecture were still visible above the U.12 and
13 fill at this time. If U.10 did cover at least parts of Str. 202-122-1st, it would have measured 4.4m eastwest by 1m north south, bordered by U.3 on the south.
At about this time a stone-lined semi-circle (U.6) was raised immediately north of, and above,
U.1, atop the U.12 fill. The stone perimeter of U.6 is 0.5m wide by 0.25m tall. It measures 2.1m eastwest at its broadest where its rests on top of U.1, projecting a maximum of 1m north of U.1 at its center.
Finally, a poorly preserved, 0.36m-high, 0.3m-wide wall was recorded running for 1m at a very
approximate orientation of 199 degrees across U.10 at points 0.15-0.45m west of U.5. The significance,
or even the reality, of this wall is uncertain.

Structure 202-122-1st was, at minimum, a stone-faced and –surfaced, earth-and-rock-filled
platform that may have encompassed 2.6x3.73m and was aligned ca, 353 degrees. No sign of a
superstructure was recorded atop this building. It may have been the case that this structure, or at least
its stone floor, was expanded 1.8m to the east where it covered the remains of Str. 202-122-2nd most of
which were covered by an earth-and-stone fill by this time. A semicircle defined by a curved stone wall
that is 0.25m high by 0.5m wide was built off Str. 202-122-1st’s north side at about this time. This
construction’s south side rests atop U.1, Str. 202-122-2nd’s north footing, and measures overall 2.1m
east west by maximally 1m north-south at its center. All architecture raised now was fabricated
primarily using tuff rocks that are lightly modified to create a vertical face. Some cobbles are intermixed
with these stones; they are especially prevalent in the U.10 floor and in U.7 and 8. All of the rocks are
set in a mud mortar, their flatter aspects directed outwards or, in the case of U.10, up. The erection of
Str. 202-122-1st is roughly contemporary with modifications tentatively identified for Str. 202-6-1st, late
in that edifice’s TS.2. Specifically, the former building may have been fashioned at about the same time
that Str. 202-6-1st’s U.5 was built.
Time Span 3
Following Str. 202-122-1st’s abandonments as much as 0.26m of a moderately hard-compacted,
moderately fine-textured, dark brown soil (S.2) was laid down (this dirt closely resembles S.2 and 3 in
the Str. 202-6-1st sequence). A dark brown humus (S.1) formed to a maximum thickness of 0.35m atop
S.2. Embedded in S.1 and 2 is a moderately light (off the building’s south, west, and east sides) to dense
(on the north) concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely derived from TS.2 construction.
Structure 202-133
Structure 202-133 is on the southwest edge of Site PVN 202, 1.5m west of Str. 202-9, 2.3m west
of Str. 202-10, and 56.5m southwest of Str. 202-2, the sizable platform that defines the south flank of
the principal plaza. The ground over which the building was raised is relatively flat. Digging here in
Subop. 202PG, PH, PI, PJ, and PP uncovered 25m2, excavations reaching maximum depths of 0.24m and
0.3m below modern ground surface beyond and within architecture, respectively. One major building
phase was identified in the course of this work which was directed by L. Britain during April, 2008.
Time Spans
Time
Span

Construction
Phase

Units

Strata

Features

1

-

-

S.2

-

2

Str. 202-133-1st

U.1-8

-

-

3

-

-

S.1-2

F.1

Time Span 1

Dates

During this interval at least 0.16m of a gray-brown (10YR 2/1), moderately hard-compacted,
loamy soil (S.2) was laid down (its base was not uncovered). Stratum 2 is distinguished from overlying
S.1 by the large numbers of artifacts, primarily pottery sherds that are found in it. An estimated 0.17m
of a very similar soil (S.1) was also laid down now (S.1’s base was also not encountered). Stratum 2 was
found primarily beneath and south of Str. 202-133-1st whereas S.1 lies north of the building. As S.1
continued to be deposited in TS.3, the 0.17m+ figure proposed here is based on how much of this earth
was found to underlie TS.2 architecture. The few rocks found embedded in S.1 and lying below the base
of Str. 202-133-1st’s perimeter walls may have originally derived from earlier constructions that were not
identified in the course of our investigations.
Time Span 2
Structure 202-133-1st is a building that was raised directly in ancient ground surface. It covers
3.6m by 3.9m and is aligned approximately 352 degrees. The foundations that define the edifice’s limits
(U.1-4) are 0.23-0.33m tall by 0.31-0.59m wide. A door measuring 0.85m across breaches the southern
footing (U.3) at a point 1m east of Str. 202-133-1st’s southwest corner. This passage provided access to
an earthen-floored room that encompasses 2.7x3.1m (8.4m2). A 0.15m-high stone-faced, earthsurfaced ‘L-shaped’ bench fills most of this space. The bench’s long leg (U.5) projects 1.5m south from
the compartment’s north foundation (U.1) and spans the rooms full east-west width (2.7m). Unit 6
extends for 1.6m south of U.5’s west end, measuring 0.8m across from its abutment with the west
footing (U.4). On the south U.6 intersects the southern foundation (U.3) at a point 0.45m west of the
aforementioned door. A 0.16m-tall shelf (U.7) was erected off Str. 202-133-1st’s west side relatively late
in its occupation history. Unit 7 projects 0.5m west from the edifice’s northwest corner, running 1.7m
to the south before turning back to join the building’s western foundation (U.4). A block of stone (U.8)
was introduced at some point between the bench’s southern extension (U.6) and U.4. Unit 8 fills the
0.45m between U.6’s inner (western) facing and U.4, extending 0.7m north from the interior (north side)
of U.3, the southern footing. The architectural significance of U.8, the top of which is level with that of
U.6, is not known. All architecture raised now is made primarily of angular tuff rocks among which are
found a few small cobbles. The flatter aspects of these rocks are directed outwards, all of the stones
being set in a mud mortar.
Time Span 3
Following Str. 202-133-1st’s abandonment, the building was largely buried by the resumed
deposition of S.1 (see TS.1 for a description of this soil). Embedded within upper S.1 is a light
concentration of rocks (F.1) that likely fell from TS.2 architecture. It appears that Str. 202-133-1st was
relatively late in the history of occupation within southwestern PVC 202, raised atop a deposit of
considerable cultural debris (embedded in S.2).
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